
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1, 2012

THE
HAYSDAILY NEWS

VOICE OF THE HIGH PLAINS

2 SECTIONS,
16 PAGES

Contact us:
Phone: (785) 628-1081

or (800) 657-6017
Fax: (785) 628-8186

HDN salutes
PAT WANKER,
WAKEENEY

75¢

6 65356 00075 5

VOLUME 82, ISSUE 71

By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

NEW Corp. will close its Hays facility March 
31, citing a lack of  available workers in the area.

The decision was announced Tuesday 
afternoon to the call center’s approximately 
280 employees, many of  whom are expected to 
be eligible for the company’s work-from-home 
program.

NEW Corp. is the  fth-largest employer in 
Ellis County and received a signi cant incentive 
package from the city of  Hays, Ellis County 
and private investors when it opened its doors 
in 2004.

“This was a tough decision since we have 
been a part of  this community for seven years,” 
Terri Feely, senior vice president of  human 
resources for NEW, said in a press release. “Our 
goal was to staff  and maintain 450 customer 
care representatives within this center, but due 
to challenges in the local market related to com-
petition for available talent and below average 
unemployment rates, we have found it increas-
ingly more dif cult to keep the center operating 
at capacity.”

The Hays facility is the only one of  NEW’s 
10 facilities scheduled to close. NEW does 
customer service work for several companies, 

including DirecTV and Sam’s Club in the 
past.

Ellis County’s unemployment rate was 2.9 
percent in December. The threshold for full em-
ployment is 4 percent, according to the Kansas 
Department of  Commerce. Unemployment 
also was low when NEW decided to open the 
Hays facility. At its announcement in July 2004, 
unemployment was at 2.4 percent in the county.

The decision to close was not a long process, 
Feely said. The center never topped its goal 
of  having 450 employees, and the company 
decided it no longer could sustain centers below 
full capacity.

“It was an extremely dif cult, thoughtful 
decision,” Feely said. “We certainly considered 
our employees  rst. We considered our clients. 
We considered everything.”

Aaron White, executive director of  the Ellis 
County Coalition for Economic Development, 
said call centers typically have a higher stress 

level among employees than other types of  
work. Turnover rates also tend to be higher 
industry-wide.

Though he was unsure Tuesday afternoon 
about all of  the details associated with the 
closure, he was surprised by the announcement, 
receiving no advanced warning.

“It’s unfortunate that they didn’t reach out 
to the coalition or KansasWorks ... in assisting 
them with  nding employees,” White said.

NEW opened in 2004 in the Commerce 
Parkway facility formerly occupied by Sykes 
Enterprises, also a call center. Sykes pulled out 
of  Hays in 2004, citing changing market condi-
tions and client needs.

The news of  the closure was a little surpris-
ing to Kyle Zerr, a Fort Hays State University 
sophomore from Stockton who worked at 
NEW full-time in the summer and part-time 
during the school year.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

Sun ower Electric’s plans 
to build a new coal- red 
power plant near Holcomb 
has suffered another blow, 
this time at the hands of  a 
federal judge in Washington.

U.S. District Judge Em-
mett Sullivan on Tuesday 
issued an injunction — not 
against Sun ower — but 
rather against a branch of  
the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture.

Sullivan’s injunction es-
sentially prohibits USDA’s 
Rural Utilities Service from 
approving any agreements 
on the Holcomb expansion 
project until after an envi-
ronmental impact statement 
is complete.

Environmental impact 
statements take anywhere 
from 18 to 24 months to 
complete and require giving 
the public the opportunity to 
comment on the project.

The lawsuit was brought 
by the Sierra Club against 
RUS; Sun ower intervened 
in the case as a defendant. 
Sullivan in March granted 
summary judgment for 
Sierra, ruling RUS failed to 
follow federal law. He just 
now is issuing a ruling on a 
remedy in the case.

Both Sierra and RUS 
joined together in asking 
the judge to issue an order 
requiring an EIS on the 
project.

Sun ower spokeswoman 
Cindy Hertel only would say 
the utility is looking over the 
judge’s opinion.

“We are still evaluating 
it so I can’t speak to it,” she 
said.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

TOPEKA — A draft proposal 
put forward by the House Redis-
tricting Committee would re-
shuf e existing House districts and 
nearly mirror one sketched out by a 
member who would see his district 
dramatically shift.

The draft proposal essentially 
does away with two districts — cur-
rently held by Reps. Larry Powell 
and Tom Arpke — folding them 
into Johnson County where popula-
tion growth has been dramatic, 

according to Rep. Don Hineman, 
R-Dighton.

Both Powell and Arpke won’t be 
seeking re-election to the House, 
instead pinning their election hopes 
on sitting senators hoping for re-
election.

Hineman’s 118th House District 
would change dramatically, becom-
ing considerably more compact. 
He would give up all of  Wallace 
and Logan counties, and most of  
Gove County, all of  which would 
transfer to Rep. Rick Billinger’s 
121st District.

Billinger, R-Goodland, would 
give up Graham County, which 
would go to the 120th District, now 
held by Rep. Ward Cassidy, R-St. 
Francis.

Rep. Eber Phelps’ 111th District 
essentially would cover much of  the 
same area, save for losing a small 
slice of  southwest Ellis County, and 
move into the eastern half  of  the 
county.

“As far as I know, my district 
will move east so it will include 
Victoria,” Phelps said of  the draft 
redistricting map.

The 110th District, now held 
by Rep. Dan Collins, R-Plainville, 
would pick up much of  Barton 
County, moving Osborne County 
into the 109th District, now held 
by Rep. Clay Aurand, R-Court-
land. 

“My district changes quite a bit,” 
Hineman said Tuesday. “It has to 
be that way to make everything 
work.”

Hineman said he tried putting 
together his own redistricting plan 
and said it paralleled the plan 
developed by the House Redis-

tricting Committee.
“I think most people are fairly 

comfortable with it,” he said of  the 
plan. “It’s been a fairly impartial 
effort to put it together.”

There are, he said, a few leg-
islators grumbling, suggesting it 
unfairly targets their districts.

He lamented the loss of  the two 
rural districts — near Garden City 
in Powell’s case and in Salina in 
Arpke’s case — but said the popula-
tion increases have been in the 
Johnson County area.

By DAWNE LEIKER
dleiker@dailynews.net

Stormwater utility challeng-
es and possible long- and short-
term solutions were explored 
by Hays city commissioners at 
Tuesday night’s work session.

At the top of  the list of  
challenges, Stormwater Su-
perintendent Nick Willis told 
commissioners, is the risk of  
 ooding, with the two largest 
 ood risks within the city being 
Big Creek and Lincoln Draw 
watersheds.

Willis gave a brief  history 
of   ooding in Hays. Big Creek 
 ooding events include: 1951, 
a  ow of  19,900 cubic feet per 

second, six deaths, $2.5 million 
in damage; 1957, a  ow of  
22,000 cubic feet per second, 
no deaths, $50,000 damages, 
75 basements  ooded due to 
levee breach and overtopping.

An example 
of  Lincoln Draw 
 ooding was in 
1959, when a  ow 
of  3,000 cubic feet 
per second resulted 
in no fatalities 
but affected 310 
residences and businesses and 
caused $170,000 in dam-
ages or $1.3 million by today’s 
standards.

The Big Creek levee, built 

in response to the 1951  oods, 
was intended as an emergency 
project, and city of cials had 
planned to upgrade it when 
funds became available. Design 
de ciencies exist within the 

structure, warrant-
ing a safety inspec-
tion of  the levee, 
Willis said. 

“Staff  does not 
believe it is ap-
propriate to make 
upgrades identi ed 

in the stormwater master plan 
without  rst inspecting the 
entire levee for safety,” Willis’ 
meeting memo read. “There is 
no sense in fortifying the levee 

with a  ap gate, for example, if  
the levee is likely to fail some-
where else.”

Abatement of  Lincoln 
Draw stormwater could 
involve several options, which 
include diversions, detention 
basins, pipe upgrades, regula-
tion on new properties and 
redevelopment and property 
buyouts. 

Photos shown Tuesday night 
of   ooding at 15th and Oak in 
August illustrated to commis-
sioners the extent of  the effects 
of  heavy rain. The Lincoln 
Draw tunnel at 19th Street can 
pass approximately 160 to 170 
cubic foot of  water per second. 

Willis said a 100 year  ood 
could measure 1,450 cubic foot 
per second.

“The problem with it is, it 
was built a long time ago, and 
it was designed before the city 
was really here,” Commission-
er Henry Schwaller IV said. 
City Manager Toby Dougherty 
agreed, adding the tunnel likely 
was undersized even for the 
time it was built. 

Willis suggested to commis-
sioners long-term solutions 
to  ooding issues would be 
bene ted by bringing in an 
engineering  rm to prioritize 
projects. 

Judge 
stalls 
plant

SUNFLOWER INJUNCTION 
ISSUED TUESDAY

House committee produces draft redistricting plan

SEE PLAN, A7

City offi cials contemplate changes to fl ooding precautions

SEE CITY, A7

SEE SUNFLOWER, A7

MIKE CORN • HAYS DAILY NEWS

NEW Corp. announced it will close its Hays facility March 31.

NEW closing doors

Company has nearly 280 employees

SEE NEW, A7

“It was an extremely dif cult, thoughtful decision.
We certainly considered our employees  rst. We

considered our clients. We considered everything.”
Terri Feely

senior vice president of human resources at NEW

MARKETS
HAYS CASH GRAINS
Courtesy: Golden Belt Co-op

Local cash wheat  ............................... 7.01
Local cash milo  ................................ 10.70

OIL
 $ per barrel

Kansas Crude (Tuesday) ..............  $88.25
NY Spot Crude  ...............................$99.05

METALS
NEW YORK (AP) — Spot nonfer-

rous metal prices Tuesday.
Aluminum -$1.0026 per lb., London 

Metal Exch.
Copper -$3.8095 Cathode full 

plate, LME.

John Frederick Thyfault
John Frederick Thyfault, 

80, Lake Barrington Shores, 
Ill., died Sunday, Jan. 

29, 2012, in Lake 
Village, Ark.

He was born 
Feb. 28, 1931, 

in Zurich to Gilbert and 
Edith (Coupal) Thyfault. 

He married Lois Ann (Bu-
chbinder) Thyfault on Jan. 
12, 1962. He preceded her 
in death Jan. 29, 2012. He 
was a U.S. Air Force veteran, 
serving from January 1951 to 
October 1952.

Survivors include two sons, 
Charles Thyfault and Greg 
Thyfault, both of  Barrington, 
Ill.; a daughter, Dione Ellice 
Cortez, Barrington; three 
sisters, Jane Cunnigham and 
Dorothy Hrabe, both of  
Stockton, and Frances Krahl, 
Salina; and six grandchil-
dren. 

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church, Stockton; 
burial in St. Thomas Catho-
lic Cemetery, Stockton, with 
military honors by Stockton 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars 
Barnes-Taylor Post No. 8873.

Visitation will be from 1 
to 8 p.m. Friday at Smith-
Moore-Overlease Funeral 
Home, Stockton.

A vigil will be at 7 p.m. 
Friday at the funeral home.

Condolences can be left 
for the family at www.moore-
overlease.com.

Lois Ann Thyfault
Lois Ann Thyfault, 78, 

Lake Barrington Shores, Ill., 
died Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012, 
at Lake Village, Ark.

She was born July 1, 1933, 
in Detroit to Willis and Olive 
Buchbinder.

She married John Fred-
erick Thyfault on Jan. 12, 
1962. He preceded her in 
death Jan. 29, 2012.

Survivors include two sons, 
Charles Thyfault and Greg 
Thyfault, both of  Barrington, 
Ill.; a daughter, Dione Ellice 
Cortez, Barrington; a sister, 
Joan Hall, Wake Forest, N.C.; 
and six grandchildren.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church, Stockton; 
burial in St. Thomas Catho-
lic Cemetery, Stockton.

Visitation will be from 1 
to 8 p.m. Friday at Smith-
Moore-Overlease Funeral 
Home, Stockton.

A vigil will be at 7 p.m. 
Friday at the funeral home.

Condolences can be left 
for the family at www.moore-
overlease.com.

Jeanie Ann Schaffer
Jeanie Ann Schaffer, 34, 

Bison, formerly of  Salina, 
died Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012, 
at Wesley Medical Center, 
Wichita.

She was born May 5, 
1977, in Abilene to Tony 
and Sherry (Huff) Wright. 
She was a 1995 graduate of  
Salina Central High School.

She married Kevin 
Schaffer on April 29, 2000, 
in Olmitz. She was a Rush 
County Sheriff ’s dispatcher 
for  ve years.

Survivors include her 
husband, Bison; a son, Caleb 
Stewart, Hutchinson; a 
daughter, Michael Stewart, 
Hutchinson; her father, Tony 
Wright, Broom eld, Colo.; 
her mother, Sherry Shepard, 
Abilene; a brother, Tony 
“Buck” Wright, Salina; two 
sisters, Stephanie Gonzales 
and Connie Gonzales, both 
of  Colorado; and her grand-
parents, Charles Wright and 
Donna Davis and Larry 
Stewart and Bonnie Lette. 

Services will be at 10:30 
a.m. Friday at St. Michael 
Catholic Church, La Crosse; 
inurnment will be a later date.

Friends can sign the 
register book from 1 to 5 
p.m. Thursday at Janousek 
Funeral Home, La Crosse.

Memorials are suggested 
to Jeanie Ann Schaffer Me-
morial Fund in care of  the 
funeral home.

Elfriede Mai      
Elfriede Mai, 90, Wa-

Keeney, died Saturday, Jan. 
28, 2012, at Greenville, N.C.

She was born Sept. 11, 
1921, in Palmer to William 
Henry Walter and Marie 
Sophie (Meyerhoff) Meier.

She married Albert Mai on 
May 27, 1951. He preceded 
her in death Sept. 25, 1990.

Survivors include two 
sons, John Mai, Salina, and 
Bruce Mai, WaKeeney; two 
daughters, Carolyn Green, 
Greenville, N.C., and Pam 
Kearby, Littleton, Colo.; 11 
grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Trego Center; 
inurnment in Zion Lutheran 
Cemetery, Trego Center.

There will be no visitation.
In lieu of   owers, the 

family suggests memorials to 
Zion Lutheran Church eleva-
tor fund in care of  Schmitt 
Funeral Home, 336 N. 12th, 
WaKeeney, KS 67672.

Condolences can be sent 
to the family at www.Schmit-
tfuneral.com.

Lyle G. Schiedeman
Lyle G. Schiedeman, 62, 

Warner, Okla., formerly of  
La Crosse, died Monday, Jan. 
30, 2012, in Fort Smith, Ark. 

Services will be at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday at United 
Methodist Church, 220 
Washington, La Crosse.

Visitation will be from 6 to 
8 p.m. Friday and from 9:30 
a.m. until time of  service 
Saturday, both at the church. 

Brock’s North Hill Chapel, 
2509 Vine, Hays, KS 67601, 
is in charge of  arrangements.

A complete obituary will 
follow.

Mary Jane Chlumsky 
Mary Jane Chlumsky, 65, 

retired teacher for Grants 
Cibola County School in 
Grants N.M., died Monday, 
Jan. 30, 2012, at Hays Medi-
cal Center.

She was born Sept. 24, 
1946 in Cumberland, Wis., 
to Raymond and Glenna 
Glessing. She attended grade 
schools in both Wisconsin 
and Texas. She was a 1964 
graduate of  Great Bend 
High School and in 1969 
graduated magna cum 
laude with a bachelor of  arts 
degree from Fort Hays State 
University. She continued 
her education and received a 
master’s degree in counseling 
from FHSU in 1976.

She married Michael 
Lee Chlumsky in 1975. She 
began her teaching career in 
Kansas in 1970 and worked 
as a teacher in Stockton and 
at Fort Larned State Hospital 
in 1977. She later worked as 
a Youth Court Probation Of -

cer in Wyandotte County and 
for the city of  Olathe. She 
and her family later moved 
and settled in Grants New 
Mexico, where she became a 
teacher in the Grants Cibola 
County School. She contin-
ued to teach until her illness 
forced her to retire early in 
2011.

Survivors include two sons, 
Mike Chlumsky Jr. and wife, 
Melissa, Rush Center, and 
Travis Chlumsky and wife, 
Denise, Las Cruces, N.M.; a 
daughter, Ceanna Chlumsky, 
Hays; two sisters, Elizabeth 
Flynt, Dodge City, and Mae 
Glessing, Seattle; and six 
grandchildren, Dalton, Ary-
anna, Jake and Aubrey, all of  
Rush Center, and Sophia and 
Chloe, both of  Las Cruces.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents. 

Services will be at 1 p.m. 
Friday at Hays Memorial 
Chapel Funeral Home, 20th 
and Pine.

Family will receive friends 
from 12:30 p.m. until the 
time of  the service Friday at 
the funeral home.

Memorials are suggested 
to Options Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Services, 
403 E. 23rd, Hays, KS 
67601.

Condolences can be sent 
to her daughter, Ceanna, 
at 321 W. 19th, Hays, KS 
67601.

Lucille E. Miller
Lucille E. Miller, 95, died 

Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2012.
She was born in Topeka 

and raised in Catharine.
She married Severin E. 

Miller on Nov. 19, 1941, in 

Catharine. He preceded her 
in death.

She was a member of  
Mater Dei Assumption 
Church.

Survivors include two sons, 
David Miller and wife, Jane, 
and Kevin Miller and wife, 
Mary, all of  Topeka; two 
daughters, Andrea Burgett 
and husband, Ray, Topeka, 
and Mary Mulligan and 
husband, Joe, Rowlett, Texas; 
two brothers, John Younger 
and Thomas Younger, both 
of  Victoria; two sisters, Sister 
Patricia Younger, Bisbee, 
Ariz., and Nadine Pedersen, 
Lake Mary, Fla.; 10 grand-
children; 13 great-grandchil-
dren; and three great-great 
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Rita Marie 
Miller;  ve brothers, Francis 
Younger, Albert Younger, 
Bernard Younger, Richard 
Younger and Jack Younger; 
and an infant brother; three 
sisters, Lietta Niernberger, 
Catherine Bitterman and 
Rita Desch; and a grandson, 
David Miller Jr.   

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Thursday at Mater Dei Holy 
Name Church; burial in 
Mount Calvary Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 6 to 
8 p.m. today at Kevin Bren-
nan Family Funeral Home, 
Topeka.

A rosary will be at 6:30 
p.m. today at the funeral 
home.  

Memorials are suggested 
to Mater Dei Assumption 
Church in care of  the funeral 
home.

Condolences can be sent 
to the family at www.kevin-
brennanfamily.com.

Obituaries

Ruth Marie (Dreiling) Ste-
phens, 74, Highlands Ranch, 
Colo., died Saturday, Jan. 21, 
2012.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at Horan and McCon-
aty, 5303 E. County Line Road, 
Centennial, Colo.

Dale L. Ficken, 84, Hays, 
died Friday, Jan. 27, 2012, at 
his home.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at Celebration Com-
munity Church, Hays; inurn-
ment in Fort Hays Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery, with military 
honors by Hays American Le-
gion. Family will receive friends 
from 10:30 a.m. until time of 
service Saturday at the church.

LeRoy W. Brungardt, 78, El-
lis, died Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012, 
at Hays Medical Center.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 

Thursday at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Catholic Church, 18th 
and Vine; burial in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Hays. Visitation will 
be from 6 to 9 p.m. today and 
from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m. Thurs-
day, both at Cline’s Mortuary 
of Hays, 1919 E. 22nd, Hays, 
KS 67601. A vigil will be at 7:30 
p.m. today, followed by a Third 
and Fourth Degree Knights 
of Columbus rosary at 8 p.m., 
both at the mortuary. 

Paul Fairbanks Van Dyke, 
88, Plainville, died Saturday, 
Jan. 28, 2012, at Hays Medical 
Center. 

Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at First Christian 
Church of Plainville; burial in 
Plainville City Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be until 8 p.m. today, 
with family present from 6 to 8 
p.m., and from 9 a.m. to noon 
Thursday, both at Mosher-

Kemp Family Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 190, Plainville, KS 
67663.

Venita Lorrene Houchin, 75, 
WaKeeney, died Saturday, Jan. 
28, 2012, at Trego County-
Lemke Memorial Hospital, 
WaKeeney.

Services will be at 9 a.m. 
Thursday at Schmitt Funeral 
Home, WaKeeney; graveside 
services will be at 3:30 p.m. in 
Highland Cemetery, Win eld. 
Visitation will be from 6 to 8 
p.m. today at the funeral home.

Obituary policy
The Hays Daily News will 

publish a basic obituary free 
for people with direct ties to 
the newspaper’s circulation 
area. If survivors desire to add 
information, they can do so for 
an additional charge.

Additional services
A7
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Doris Claire (Dorrie) Butler of  
Coral Springs, FL, passed away on 
January 29, 2012.  She was born on 
December 22, 1922 in Jamaica, NY, 
to Mildred and Frank Ziegelbauer.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, George H. Butler 
Jr., her son George Frank (Geoff) 
Butler, her parents and sister Helen 
(John) Dekoning, Evie Pleines and 
Milly Ziegelbauer.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Nancy Butler, Coral Springs, FL, 
grandson Michael Canellis, Coral 
Springs, FL, and nieces Susan 
(Frank) Elliott, Venice, FL, Holly 
(Eddie) Lidowski, West Babylon, 
NY, Joanne (Michael) Cappy, 
Northport, NY, Karen Pleines (Bill 

Sterba), Forest Hills, NY, Laura 
Burke, Jacksonville, FL and Ellen 
Pleines, Ferguson, MO.  She also is 
survived by grand and great grand 
nieces and nephews.

Dorrie met her husband 
during World War II, and 
they were married on De-
cember 15, 1945. As she 
told it, her introduction to 
her husband’s hometown 
was like a scene from the 
movie “Giant.”  She had 
come from New York to 
the wide-open prairie.  She grew to 
love the people and town of  Hays, 
Kansas.  She assisted her husband 
in providing interior design services 
for his business, the Butler Furni-

ture Company, while also raising 
her children, being active in politics 
as a Republican State Committee-
woman and as a member of  the 
Order of  the Eastern Star.

An excellent bridge 
player and bowler, she 
took up golf  in her 30s 
and won several amateur 
tournaments in Kansas and 
Florida, where she and her 
husband had moved to in 
1967. Upon her husband’s 
death, she worked as the 

Clerk of  Court for the City of  Wil-
ton Manors, Florida, as the City’s 
 rst Police Aide. This was truly her 
dream job. She loved going to work 
everyday because “no two days 

were alike and it was never bor-
ing.” She always had unusual and 
humorous stories to tell about her 
work in the police department.

Dorrie was loved by all her knew 
her. She was the “house mother” 
for the police of cers of  Wilton 
Manors, and children naturally 
gravitated to her. She had a won-
derful sense of  humor, even at the 
end of  her life. She was a loving 
and giving mother, sister, aunt and 
friend. She will be truly missed by 
everyone whose lives she touched.

In lieu of   owers, donations may 
be made in her name to: Vitas In-
novative Hospice Care,  5420 NW 
33 Ave, Ste 100, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33309.

Doris Claire (Dorrie) Butler

“There has been a little 
conversation about some 
of  the changes that have 
been made recently to the 
program I work in — trying 
to cut costs,” Zerr said. “It 
was a little surprising, but 
something that wasn’t out of  
the picture.”

Severance packages, the 
opportunity to work from 
home or relocation to an-
other call center will be made 
available to employees who 
qualify. It is estimated about 
two-thirds of  the workforce 
will qualify to work from 
home. NEW already has 
more than 1,000 customer 
care representatives working 
from home in 40 states, ac-

cording to a statement from 
the company.

“It’s kind of  nice that they 
gave us two months notice 
about this, so we at least have 
some time to know what 
we’re going to do after this,” 
Zerr said.

Feely said NEW exhausted 
its recruiting methods, 
including partnering with 
FHSU, conducting job fairs 
and advertising online, in 
newspapers and on TV.

“I feel like we’ve reached 
out as far as we possibly 
could and we still struggled 
for the talent,” Feely said.

Mayor Barb Wasinger said 
from a business perspective, 
she can’t blame NEW for the 

decision to close the Hays 
facility.

“It just doesn’t make  nan-
cial sense to continue to lose 
money,” Wasinger said.

She said she’s glad the 
company made the decision 
now, instead of  waiting a 
year and possibly not being 
able to provide the severance 
package and opportunity to 
work at home to employees.

“I’m glad they’re able to 
do what’s right, go about it 
in a good neighbor fashion 
because they have been good 
neighbors and active in our 
community,” Wasinger said.

Hays City Manager Toby 
Dougherty said he has heard 
other local companies ex-

press concerns about the low 
unemployment rate in Ellis 
County and lack of  available 
manpower.

“High unemployment is 
a problem, but low unem-
ployment is a problem on its 
own,” Dougherty said.

Dougherty and Wasinger 
agreed the low unemploy-
ment rate is something the 
city, in cooperation with the 
county and the economic de-
velopment coalition will have 
to address in the future.

NEW leases its 
42,700-square-foot build-
ing from Heart of  America 
Development Corp., a local 
nonpro t group that pur-
chased the building after 

Sykes left Hays. The lease 
runs through 2014, and 
NEW is willing to sub-lease 
the space. Incentives from 
the city of  Hays, Ellis County 
and private investors helped 
lure NEW to Hays. The 
city provided $100,000 to 
Heart of  America, viewed 
at the time as a job-creation 
incentive, and granted a real 
estate and personal property 
tax exemption to Heart of  
America. Private investors 
put up another $100,000, 
while Ellis County contrib-
uted $50,000. The state of  
Kansas provided $150,000 
from the Kansas Economic 
Opportunity Initiatives Fund, 
as well as a low-interest loan.

Because of  agreements between 
Sun ower and RUS as a result of  
 nancial restructuring and debt for-
giveness by RUS, Hays-based Sun-
 ower is required to obtain federal 
approval before developing a second 
generating plant at Holcomb.

The  nancial restructuring dates 
back to 1987 when Sun ower was 
unable to make payments on all of  
the loans it incurred to build the 
existing power plant.

A second restructuring agreement 
was made in 2002.

By itself, the judge’s decision 
won’t necessarily halt the proj-
ect, but it will require a broader 
environmental review. The ruling 
won’t affect a Sierra Club lawsuit 
pending before the Kansas Su-
preme Court on the validity of  a 

construction permit issued by the 
Kansas Department of  Health and 
Environment.

But, said Earthjustice attorney 
Jan Hasselman, the ruling might 
delay the project beyond the life of  
the permit. If  the Kansas Supreme 

Court approves the permit, con-
struction will need to begin within a 
year after the ruling.

“There’s a couple opportunities 
for the public to weigh in,” he said 
of  the process involved in preparing 
an EIS.

Under the draft plan, the 
Wichita area would have 17 
districts, Topeka would have 
 ve districts, and Wyandotte 
and Johnson counties would 
have 26 districts.

The Kansas House has 
125 districts.

“I’ve always said if  Wichita 
and Johnson County, if  they 
got on the same page, they 
could do whatever they 
want,” Phelps said of  the bal-
ance of  power tipping to the 
two regions of  the state. 

No state Senate redistrict-
ing plan has emerged. That 
chamber has been working 
almost exclusively on a con-
gressional plan.

•  •  •
Under the “Cottonwood 1” 

plan, as the draft plan is called, 
dramatic changes would occur 
in northwest Kansas House 
districts.

If approved, area districts 
would cover:

• 120th: Cheyenne, Rawlins, 
Decatur, Norton, Phillips and 
Graham counties.

• 121st: Sherman, Thomas, 
Sheridan, Wallace, Logan and 
most of Gove, except for the 
Quinter area. 

• 118th: The Quinter area, all 
of Trego, Lane, Ness, Hodge-
man, Rush and parts of Pawnee 
and Finney counties.

• 110th: All of Rooks and 
Russell counties, the northern 
two-thirds of Barton County and 
virtually all the rural areas in 
Ellis County.

• 111th: The district would re-
main almost identical, except for 
extreme southwest Ellis County, 
which would be folded into the 
110th District.

“We need to develop a 
logical list of  projects,” Willis 
said. “In order to solve the 
problem, it’s not going to be 
one project, it’s going to be 
multiple projects.”

In addition,  ood maps, 
which were created in 1986, 
are in the process of  FEMA 
updates to better re ect 
technology and changes in 
land use, Willis told commis-
sioners. 

“You’ll likely face a politi-
cal challenge at some point 
… and I have no idea when 
the maps will be revised,” 
Willis said. “Inevitably, some 
people’s homes will be added 
to the  ood plain, and if  they 
have a mortgage on the prop-
erty, they’ll have to get  ood 
insurance.”

Also at the work session:
• Commissioners discussed 

the city’s abandoned property 
ordinance. Hays Police Chief 
Don Scheibler suggested com-
missioners amend the ordinance 
to dispose of bicycles, which 
have become increasingly 
dif cult to store due to space 
considerations.

• Information on options for 
tiered stormwater rates was pre-
sented by Public Works Director 
I.D. Creech. After explaining 
many pros and cons of various 
tiered systems, commissioners 
decided to remain with a  at rate 
system.

• Front counter remodeling of 
the  nance/city clerk’s of ce was 
discussed by commissioners. 
The lone bid for the project from 
Paul-Wertenberger Construc-
tion was $953 more than the 
budgeted amount of $20,000. 
Commissioners will vote on the 
bid at next week’s meeting.

NEW, FROM A1

CITY, FROM A1

PLAN, FROM A1

SUNFLOWER, FROM A1
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By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

NEW Corp. will close its Hays facility March 
31, citing a lack of  available workers in the area.

The decision was announced Tuesday 
afternoon to the call center’s approximately 
280 employees, many of  whom are expected to 
be eligible for the company’s work-from-home 
program.

NEW Corp. is the  fth-largest employer in 
Ellis County and received a signi cant incentive 
package from the city of  Hays, Ellis County 
and private investors when it opened its doors 
in 2004.

“This was a tough decision since we have 
been a part of  this community for seven years,” 
Terri Feely, senior vice president of  human 
resources for NEW, said in a press release. “Our 
goal was to staff  and maintain 450 customer 
care representatives within this center, but due 
to challenges in the local market related to com-
petition for available talent and below average 
unemployment rates, we have found it increas-
ingly more dif cult to keep the center operating 
at capacity.”

The Hays facility is the only one of  NEW’s 
10 facilities scheduled to close. NEW does 
customer service work for several companies, 

including DirecTV and Sam’s Club in the 
past.

Ellis County’s unemployment rate was 2.9 
percent in December. The threshold for full em-
ployment is 4 percent, according to the Kansas 
Department of  Commerce. Unemployment 
also was low when NEW decided to open the 
Hays facility. At its announcement in July 2004, 
unemployment was at 2.4 percent in the county.

The decision to close was not a long process, 
Feely said. The center never topped its goal 
of  having 450 employees, and the company 
decided it no longer could sustain centers below 
full capacity.

“It was an extremely dif cult, thoughtful 
decision,” Feely said. “We certainly considered 
our employees  rst. We considered our clients. 
We considered everything.”

Aaron White, executive director of  the Ellis 
County Coalition for Economic Development, 
said call centers typically have a higher stress 

level among employees than other types of  
work. Turnover rates also tend to be higher 
industry-wide.

Though he was unsure Tuesday afternoon 
about all of  the details associated with the 
closure, he was surprised by the announcement, 
receiving no advanced warning.

“It’s unfortunate that they didn’t reach out 
to the coalition or KansasWorks ... in assisting 
them with  nding employees,” White said.

NEW opened in 2004 in the Commerce 
Parkway facility formerly occupied by Sykes 
Enterprises, also a call center. Sykes pulled out 
of  Hays in 2004, citing changing market condi-
tions and client needs.

The news of  the closure was a little surpris-
ing to Kyle Zerr, a Fort Hays State University 
sophomore from Stockton who worked at 
NEW full-time in the summer and part-time 
during the school year.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

Sun ower Electric’s plans 
to build a new coal- red 
power plant near Holcomb 
has suffered another blow, 
this time at the hands of  a 
federal judge in Washington.

U.S. District Judge Em-
mett Sullivan on Tuesday 
issued an injunction — not 
against Sun ower — but 
rather against a branch of  
the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture.

Sullivan’s injunction es-
sentially prohibits USDA’s 
Rural Utilities Service from 
approving any agreements 
on the Holcomb expansion 
project until after an envi-
ronmental impact statement 
is complete.

Environmental impact 
statements take anywhere 
from 18 to 24 months to 
complete and require giving 
the public the opportunity to 
comment on the project.

The lawsuit was brought 
by the Sierra Club against 
RUS; Sun ower intervened 
in the case as a defendant. 
Sullivan in March granted 
summary judgment for 
Sierra, ruling RUS failed to 
follow federal law. He just 
now is issuing a ruling on a 
remedy in the case.

Both Sierra and RUS 
joined together in asking 
the judge to issue an order 
requiring an EIS on the 
project.

Sun ower spokeswoman 
Cindy Hertel only would say 
the utility is looking over the 
judge’s opinion.

“We are still evaluating 
it so I can’t speak to it,” she 
said.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

TOPEKA — A draft proposal 
put forward by the House Redis-
tricting Committee would re-
shuf e existing House districts and 
nearly mirror one sketched out by a 
member who would see his district 
dramatically shift.

The draft proposal essentially 
does away with two districts — cur-
rently held by Reps. Larry Powell 
and Tom Arpke — folding them 
into Johnson County where popula-
tion growth has been dramatic, 

according to Rep. Don Hineman, 
R-Dighton.

Both Powell and Arpke won’t be 
seeking re-election to the House, 
instead pinning their election hopes 
on sitting senators hoping for re-
election.

Hineman’s 118th House District 
would change dramatically, becom-
ing considerably more compact. 
He would give up all of  Wallace 
and Logan counties, and most of  
Gove County, all of  which would 
transfer to Rep. Rick Billinger’s 
121st District.

Billinger, R-Goodland, would 
give up Graham County, which 
would go to the 120th District, now 
held by Rep. Ward Cassidy, R-St. 
Francis.

Rep. Eber Phelps’ 111th District 
essentially would cover much of  the 
same area, save for losing a small 
slice of  southwest Ellis County, and 
move into the eastern half  of  the 
county.

“As far as I know, my district 
will move east so it will include 
Victoria,” Phelps said of  the draft 
redistricting map.

The 110th District, now held 
by Rep. Dan Collins, R-Plainville, 
would pick up much of  Barton 
County, moving Osborne County 
into the 109th District, now held 
by Rep. Clay Aurand, R-Court-
land. 

“My district changes quite a bit,” 
Hineman said Tuesday. “It has to 
be that way to make everything 
work.”

Hineman said he tried putting 
together his own redistricting plan 
and said it paralleled the plan 
developed by the House Redis-

tricting Committee.
“I think most people are fairly 

comfortable with it,” he said of  the 
plan. “It’s been a fairly impartial 
effort to put it together.”

There are, he said, a few leg-
islators grumbling, suggesting it 
unfairly targets their districts.

He lamented the loss of  the two 
rural districts — near Garden City 
in Powell’s case and in Salina in 
Arpke’s case — but said the popula-
tion increases have been in the 
Johnson County area.

By DAWNE LEIKER
dleiker@dailynews.net

Stormwater utility challeng-
es and possible long- and short-
term solutions were explored 
by Hays city commissioners at 
Tuesday night’s work session.

At the top of  the list of  
challenges, Stormwater Su-
perintendent Nick Willis told 
commissioners, is the risk of  
 ooding, with the two largest 
 ood risks within the city being 
Big Creek and Lincoln Draw 
watersheds.

Willis gave a brief  history 
of   ooding in Hays. Big Creek 
 ooding events include: 1951, 
a  ow of  19,900 cubic feet per 

second, six deaths, $2.5 million 
in damage; 1957, a  ow of  
22,000 cubic feet per second, 
no deaths, $50,000 damages, 
75 basements  ooded due to 
levee breach and overtopping.

An example 
of  Lincoln Draw 
 ooding was in 
1959, when a  ow 
of  3,000 cubic feet 
per second resulted 
in no fatalities 
but affected 310 
residences and businesses and 
caused $170,000 in dam-
ages or $1.3 million by today’s 
standards.

The Big Creek levee, built 

in response to the 1951  oods, 
was intended as an emergency 
project, and city of cials had 
planned to upgrade it when 
funds became available. Design 
de ciencies exist within the 

structure, warrant-
ing a safety inspec-
tion of  the levee, 
Willis said. 

“Staff  does not 
believe it is ap-
propriate to make 
upgrades identi ed 

in the stormwater master plan 
without  rst inspecting the 
entire levee for safety,” Willis’ 
meeting memo read. “There is 
no sense in fortifying the levee 

with a  ap gate, for example, if  
the levee is likely to fail some-
where else.”

Abatement of  Lincoln 
Draw stormwater could 
involve several options, which 
include diversions, detention 
basins, pipe upgrades, regula-
tion on new properties and 
redevelopment and property 
buyouts. 

Photos shown Tuesday night 
of   ooding at 15th and Oak in 
August illustrated to commis-
sioners the extent of  the effects 
of  heavy rain. The Lincoln 
Draw tunnel at 19th Street can 
pass approximately 160 to 170 
cubic foot of  water per second. 

Willis said a 100 year  ood 
could measure 1,450 cubic foot 
per second.

“The problem with it is, it 
was built a long time ago, and 
it was designed before the city 
was really here,” Commission-
er Henry Schwaller IV said. 
City Manager Toby Dougherty 
agreed, adding the tunnel likely 
was undersized even for the 
time it was built. 

Willis suggested to commis-
sioners long-term solutions 
to  ooding issues would be 
bene ted by bringing in an 
engineering  rm to prioritize 
projects. 

Judge 
stalls 
plant

SUNFLOWER INJUNCTION 
ISSUED TUESDAY

House committee produces draft redistricting plan

SEE PLAN, A7

City offi cials contemplate changes to fl ooding precautions

SEE CITY, A7

SEE SUNFLOWER, A7
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NEW Corp. announced it will close its Hays facility March 31.

NEW closing doors

Company has nearly 280 employees

SEE NEW, A7

“It was an extremely dif cult, thoughtful decision.
We certainly considered our employees  rst. We

considered our clients. We considered everything.”
Terri Feely

senior vice president of human resources at NEW
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weather

TONIGHT: RAIN 
SHOWERS AND 

ISOLATED THUNDER-
STORMS. LOWS IN 
THE UPPER 30S. 

EAST WINDS 10 MPH.

By JUDY SHERARD
jsherard@dailynews.net

Hays USD 489 Board of  
Education members are sched-
uled to take action on three sig-
ni cant issues — Felten Middle 
School, Building F.A.S.T. and 
administrator contracts — at 
their meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday at Rockwell Adminis-
tration Center, 323 W. 12th.

Superintendent Will Roth 
is recommending the board 
approve using district money 
to complete the Hays High 
School  tness room. The item 

was listed as a possible action 
item at the Dec. 12 meeting 
but was tabled. Board mem-
bers said then they wanted to 
learn more about the project’s 
details and to educate the pub-
lic before making a decision.

The project to build a 
7,200-square-foot facility on 
the southeast corner of  Hays 
High began more than two 
years ago. A group organized 
to raise in-kind and monetary 
donations to build the facility 
known as Building F.A.S.T. 
— an acronym for  tness and 

strength together.
At the time, organizers 

and administrators offered 
assurances no public money 

would be used to construct the 
building. 

In a 2009 letter to The 
Hays Daily News, HHS 
Principal Mike Hester wrote, 
“All funds for this project will 
be private monetary or in-kind 
donations.”

Board members voted in 
April to transfer oversight of  
the construction to the USD 
489 Foundation for Education 
Excellence.

Construction began in Au-
gust, with Paul-Wertenberger 
Construction in charge of  

construction management.
In a September update 

on the project, Hester said 
the project remained about 
$100,000 short of  the amount 
needed to complete the 
project.

Total cost of  the project 
estimated by representa-
tives of  Paul-Wertenberger 
is $376,308. Of  that total, 
$240,388 was scheduled to be 
billed by Wednesday and was 
anticipated to be paid for with 
donations and fundraising.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

CEDAR BLUFF RESERVOIR 
— Friday’s forecast for rain chang-
ing to snow is just the ticket for 
Trego County farmer Lawrence 
Bethel.

While  xing fence Sunday — 
replacing staples that had popped 
loose as tumbleweeds pummeled 
the strands of  wire — he lamented 
the conditions.

“Drier than a bone,” said 
Bethel, accompanied by two dogs.

A storm system getting ready 
to move into the state might help 
change that situation.

How much will change depends 
on the location.

Trego and Ellis counties, for 
example, are in a winter storm 
watch, on target to receive any-

where from 4 to 7 inches of  snow 
Friday into Saturday.

Far northwest Kansas, however, 
is in the bull’s-eye for snow.

Extreme northwest Kansas — 
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Sherman and 
parts of  Thomas and Decatur 
counties — will see the heaviest 
snow, according to the National 
Weather Service in Goodland.

A swath of  1 to 2 feet of  snow 
is possible along a line stretching 
from Limon, Colo., to McCook, 
Neb. The area north of  U.S. 
Highway 36 in Phillips, Smith and 
Norton counties could see 10 to 15 
inches of  snow as well.

North winds, gusting up to 40 
mph, will create blizzard condi-
tions in the northwest part of  
Kansas.

“Travel will be hazardous, if  not 
impossible Friday and Saturday,” 
NWS said in its forecast.

For Bethel, rain is needed.
“Or snow,” he quickly added.

By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

Nearly 280 individuals will 
be without a job at the end 
of  March following NEW 
Customer Service Companies’ 
announcement Tuesday it will 
shutter its Hays facility.

However, the company is 
giving employees options — 
take a severance package, relo-
cate to another NEW facility or 
work from home.

Terri Feely, senior vice 
president of  human resources 
for NEW, said the severance 
package is generous and oppor-
tunities are available at NEW’s 
nine other locations for those 
still hoping to work in the brick-
and-mortar business. However, 

NEW employees can work 
from home if  they meet certain 
performance standards.

“In addition to that, the 
employee has to have the 
capacity to maintain what we 
call a distraction-free environ-
ment,” said Dave Marks, senior 
manager of  human resource 
communication.

A workspace with a comput-
er, phone and Internet connec-
tion is the physical requirement. 
Employees would be afforded 
the opportunity to work the 
same shift they do at the facility.

Deb Scheibler, operations 
manager for Kansas Workforce 
One, which oversees all work-
force centers in western Kansas, 
said she has been in contact 

with NEW since the announce-
ment Tuesday.

“They reassured me that 
most, if  not all, will be offered 
opportunities to work at home,” 
Scheibler said.

The state assisted with the 
closing of  a sister contact cen-
ter, Assurion, in July in Salina. 
Scheibler said 95 percent of  
the employees there chose the 
work-at-home option that was 
provided.

“She’s assured me that 
when they do do the work to 
determine who’s going to ac-
cept those opportunities, they’ll 
call us out to offer a response,” 
Scheibler said of  NEW man-
agement.

STEWARD: MONEY MOVE RIGHT AT TIME
By GAYLE WEBER

gweber@dailynews.net
The city of Hays and Ellis 

County doled out a combined 
$150,000 when NEW 
Customer Service 
Companies expressed 
interest in Hays in 
2004.

City commissioner 
Kent Steward, who 
was on the commis-
sion then and now, 
said he’s not a big 
fan of using taxpayer 
money to lure businesses to 
the community, but it seemed 
right at the time.

“It was healthy for our com-
munity when we had just lost 
a business to be able to get a 
new one in so quickly,” he said.

Now, more than 
seven years later, 
NEW has announced 
it will close its facil-
ity March 31, putting 
approximately 280 
individuals out of work 
unless they choose to 
work from home for 
the company.

Steward said the 
city’s investment likely has paid 
dividends for the community.

Steward

NEW working to help employees

SEE MONEY, A6
SEE NEW, A6
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Trego County farmer Lawrence Bethel dismounts from his all-terrain vehicle Sunday to take advantage of warmer weather — despite the remaining 
snow — to replace staples that had been “popped” out by the pressure brought on the fence by tumbleweeds.

Snow on the way for area

After brushing aside tumbleweeds, Bethel hammers a staple into a post 
to keep cattle from getting out.

Felten, Building F.A.S.T., contracts on agenda

SEE BOE, A6
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FOUNDATION MEETING
A USD 489 Foundation for 

Education Excellence board 
of directors meeting has 
been scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in the master teacher 
room at Rockwell Administra-
tion Center. No agenda was 
listed in the meeting notice.

Esther B. Schuckman
Esther B. Schuckman, 92, 

La Crosse, died Tuesday, Jan. 
30, 2012, at Hays Medical 
Center.

She was born Nov. 30, 
1919, in 
rural Rush 
County to 
Peter and 
Pauline 
(Stecklein) 
Schaffer.

She mar-
ried Ludwig 
J. Schuckman on Nov. 26, 
1935, in La Crosse. He 
preceded her in death July 3, 
2001. She was a homemaker.

Survivors include two sons, 
LeeRoy Schuckman, Hays, 
and Eddie Schuckman and 
wife, Roberta, La Crosse; 
a sister, Vernita Serpan, La 
Crosse; 12 grandchildren; 26 
great-grandchildren; and 10 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; a daughter, 
Norma Jean Schuckman; 
two brothers, Rudy Schaffer 
and Robert Schaffer; and 
 ve sisters, Bertha Oliverius, 
Charolette Kline, Minnie 
Stejskal, Jenny Pozalek and 
Mary Urban.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Michael 
Catholic Church, La Crosse; 
burial in La Crosse City 
Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 4 
to 8 p.m. Friday, with family 
receiving friends from 6 to 
7 p.m., at Janousek Funeral 
Home, La Crosse, and from 
9 to 9:50 a.m. Saturday at 
the church.

A vigil/rosary will be at 
7 p.m. Friday at the funeral 
home.

Memorials are suggested 
to Masses or St. Michael 
Catholic Church, La Crosse, 
in care of  the funeral home.

Anna P. Rankin
Anna P. Rankin, 89, Cor-

sica, Pa., formerly of  Hays, 
died Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2012.

She was born May 28, 
1922, in Corsica to Fred and 
Maude (Haggerty) Glenn.

She married Arthur 

Rankin on Sept. 10, 1942, 
in Reynoldsville, Pa. He pre-
ceded her in death. She was 
a homemaker.

She was a member of  First 
Presbyterian Church, Veter-
ans of  Foreign Wars Aux-
iliary and Hadley Hospital 
Volunteers, all of  Hays.

Survivors include two sis-
ters, Lois Glenn and Thelma 
Glenn, both of  DuBois, Pa,; 
and a grandchild.

She was preceded in death 
by a son, Larry Dale Rankin; 
two brothers, Paul and Harry 
Glenn; and three sisters, Ber-
nice Smith, Carolyn Wachob 
and Wilta Lasher.

Service will be at a later 
date; private inurnment will 
be in Mount Allen Cemetery, 
Hays. 

Memorials are suggested 
to Cancer Council of  Ellis 
County in care of  Hays Me-
morial Chapel Funeral Home, 
1906 Pine, Hays, KS 67601.

Condolences can be sent to 
the family at www.haysmemo-
rial.com.

Donald Gene Weigel
Donald Gene Weigel, 82, 

died Monday, Jan. 30, 2012.
He was born Feb. 24, 

1929, in 
Hays to 
Marcus 
and Sophia 
(Nowak) 
Weigel. 
He was a 
graduate of  
St. Joseph’s 
Military Academy, Hays. 

He married Charlene 
Walters on Nov. 15, 1949, 
in Hays. He retired after 37 
years as a Dillion’s grocer.

Survivors include his wife 
of  62 years, of  the home; 
two sons, Donald Weigel 
and wife, Mary, Hutchinson, 
and Dennis Weigel, Salina; 
two daughters, Kathleen 
Weigel, Topeka, and Karen 
Beil, Olathe; four brothers, 
Duane and wife, Marlene, 
and Mark and wife, Pauline, 
all of  Hays, Dennis and 
wife, Paula, Adair, Iowa, 
and Robert and wife, Carol, 
Lawrence; and four sisters, 
Charlotte Jacobs and Cheryl 

Engle and husband, Joe, all 
of  Hays, Donna Meyers and 
husband, Delaine, Great 
Bend, and Carol Brungardt, 
Wichita; nine grandchildren; 
and six great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, two sisters and 
three brothers.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Mary Queen 
of  the Universe Catholic 
Church; burial in Mount 
Calvary Cemetery, Salina.

Friends can call from noon 
to 8 p.m. Friday at Ryan 
Mortuary, Salina.

A vigil will be 6:30 p.m. 
Friday at the mortuary.

Memorials are suggested 
to St. Mary Parish in care of  
the mortuary.

Condolences can be left 
for the family at www.ryan-
mortuary.com.

Gerold Leroy Anspaugh
Gerold Leroy Anspaugh, 

72, Newton, died Sunday, 
Jan. 29, 2012, at his home.

Private family services will 
take place.

Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton, is in 
charge of  arrangements.

Lyle G. Schiedeman
Lyle G. Schiedeman, 62, 

Warner, Okla., formerly of  
La Crosse, died Monday, 
Jan. 30, 2012, in Fort Smith, 
Ark.

He was born Feb. 10, 
1949, in Hays to Arthur and 
Neva (Williamson) Schiede-
man.

He married Connie Kahle 
on April 14, 1973, in Hering-
ton. He worked in road and 
highway construction as a 
foreman with Duit Construc-
tion Co., Edmond, Okla.

He was an avid outdoors-
man and enjoyed  shing and 
boating. He was a mem-
ber of  United Methodist 

Church, La Crosse.
Survivors include his wife, 

of  the home; a son, Kyle 
Schiedeman, Denver; two 
sisters, Linda Seymour and 
husband, John, La Crosse, 
and Janis Mullinnix, Aurora, 
Colo.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Services will be at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday at United 
Methodist Church, 220 
Washington, La Crosse; 
burial in La Crosse City 
Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 6 to 
8 p.m. Friday and from 9:30 
a.m. until time of  service 
Saturday, both at the church. 

Brock’s North Hill 
Chapel, 2509 Vine, Hays, 
KS 67601, is in charge of  
arrangements.

Condolences can be sent 
to the family by guestbook 
at www.keithleyfuneral-
chapels.com or emailed to 
keithley@ruraltel.net.

Obituaries
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Ruth Marie (Dreiling) Ste-
phens, 74, Highlands Ranch, 
Colo., died Saturday, Jan. 21, 
2012.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at Horan and Mc-
Conaty, 5303 E. County Line 
Road, Centennial, Colo.

Dale L. Ficken, 84, Hays, 
died Friday, Jan. 27, 2012, at 
his home.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at Celebration 
Community Church, Hays; 
inurnment in Fort Hays Memo-
rial Gardens Cemetery, with 
military honors by Hays Ameri-
can Legion. Family will receive 
friends from 10:30 a.m. until 
time of service Saturday at the 
church.

John Frederick Thyfault, 
80, Lake Barrington Shores, 
Ill., died Sunday, Jan. 29, 
2012, in Lake Village, Ark.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Thomas Cath-
olic Church, Stockton; burial in 
St. Thomas Catholic Cem-
etery, Stockton, with military 
honors by Stockton Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Barnes-Taylor 

Post No. 8873. Visitation will 
be from 1 to 8 p.m. Friday at 
Smith-Moore-Overlease Fu-
neral Home, Stockton. A vigil 
will be at 7 p.m. Friday at the 
funeral home.

Lois Ann Thyfault, 78, Lake 
Barrington Shores, Ill., died 
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012, at 
Lake Village, Ark.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church, Stockton; 
burial in St. Thomas Catholic 
Cemetery, Stockton. Visitation 
will be from 1 to 8 p.m. Friday 
at Smith-Moore-Overlease 
Funeral Home, Stockton. A 
vigil will be at 7 p.m. Friday at 
the funeral home.

Elfriede Mai, 90, Wa-
Keeney, died Saturday, Jan. 
28, 2012, at Greenville, N.C.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Trego Center; inurn-
ment in Zion Lutheran Cem-
etery, Trego Center. There will 
be no visitation.

Jeanie Ann Schaffer, 34, 
Bison, formerly of Salina, 

died Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012, 
at Wesley Medical Center, 
Wichita.

Services will be at 10:30 
a.m. Friday at St. Michael 
Catholic Church, La Crosse; 
inurnment will be a later date. 
Friends can sign the register 
book until 5 p.m. today at 
Janousek Funeral Home, La 
Crosse.

Mary Jane Chlumsky, 65, 
retired teacher for Grants Ci-
bola County School in Grants 
N.M., died Monday, Jan. 30, 
2012, at Hays Medical Center.

Services will be at 1 p.m. 
Friday at Hays Memorial 
Chapel Funeral Home, 20th 
and Pine. Family will receive 
friends from 12:30 p.m. until 
the time of the service Friday 
at the funeral home.

Obituary policy
The Hays Daily News will 

publish a basic obituary free 
for people with direct ties to 
the newspaper’s circulation 
area. If survivors desire to add 
information, they can do so for 
an additional charge.

Additional services

MARKETS
LOCAL INTEREST
Courtesy: Edward Jones Noon quotes

Anheuser Busch 67.82 +.05
AT&T 29.60 +.19
Atmos Energy Common 32.62 +.21
Bank America Corp. 14.79 +.85
Baxter 56.35 +.87
BP 45.55 .-36
Commerce Banc 39.48 +.66
Con Agra 26.77 +.10
Deere & Co 86.92  +.77
Duf & Phelp 11.24 +.09
Duke Energy 21.46 +.15
El Paso Corp 26.93 +.06
Halliburton 36.64 -.14
Home Depot Inc. 44.47 +.08
Kellwood Co. 15.23 +.06
Kroger  23.83 +.07
Liz Claiborne 9.58 +.28
Lowe’s Co. 26.88 +.05
McDonald’s 98.40 -.65
Microsoft 29.89 +.36
Molson Coors 43.76 +.87
Northwest Nat. Gas 48.50 +.95
Raytheon Co. 48.74 +.75
Semco Energy Inc 8.12 -.01
Southwest Gas Corp 42.41 +.61
Sprint NexTel 2.23 +.11
Sysco Corp 26.88 +.05
Sykes Enterprises 18.41 +.88
Union Paci c 114.84 +.53
Wal Mart 62.18 +.82
Westar Energy  28.66 +.22

HAYS CASH GRAINS
Courtesy: Golden Belt Co-op

Local cash wheat  ............................... 7.08
Local cash milo  ................................ 10.75

OIL
 $ per barrel

Kansas Crude (Wednesday) .........  $87.25
NY Spot Crude  .............................. $96.90

LIVESTOCK
St. Joseph, Mo., Stockyards
Feeder Cattle Auction Open for 

Wednesday.
Receipts: 3400
Last Week: 2929
Year Ago: None (Winter Storm)
Compared to last week, feeder and 

stocker cattle opened steady to 3.00 
higher with the full advance mostly 
on heifers. Early rounds included a 
multi-load consignment of top quality 
cattle in ideal condition which topped 
the market in every weight group.

Feeder Steers: Medium and Large 
1 pkg 385 lbs 218.00; 400-500 lbs 
195.00-214.00; 500-600 lbs 181.00-
188.25; 600-700 lbs 160.75-178.75; 
700-750 lbs 155.00-164.60; 800-850 
lbs 147.00-151.85. Medium and 
Large 1-2 400-500 lbs 180.00-
195.50; 500-600 lbs 175.00-180.00; 
600-700 lbs 155.50-158.00; 700-800 
lbs 147.00-150.10. Feeder Heifers: 
Medium and Large 1 pkg 395 lbs 
180.00; 400-500 lbs 162.50-177.25; 
500-600 lbs 150.00-174.50.

METALS
NEW YORK (AP) — Spot nonfer-

rous metal prices Wednesday.
Aluminum -$1.0239 per lb., London 

Metal Exch.
Copper -$3.8488 Cathode full 

plate, LME.
Copper $3.8385 N.Y. Merc spot 

Wed.
Lead - $2251.00 metric ton, Lon-

don Metal Exch.
Zinc - $0.9630 per lb., London 

Metal Exch.
Gold - $1740.00 Handy & Harman 

(only daily quote).
Gold - $1747.10 troy oz., NY Merc 

spot Wed.
Silver - $32.815 Handy & Harman 

(only daily quote).
Silver - $33.778 troy oz., N.Y. Merc 

spot Wed.
Platinum -$1614.00 troy oz., N.Y. 

(contract).
Platinum -$1623.20 troy oz., N.Y. 

Merc spot Wed.
n.q.-not quoted n.a.-not available 
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Donald Adair Goetz, 76, of  Hal-
lettsville, Texas, passed away Jan. 
30, 2012. He was born on Nov. 16, 
1935, to William & Helen Herman 
Goetz in Victoria, Kansas.  

Don was active in the oil  eld 
work and had lived overseas for 
a number of  years. He came to 
Hallettsville, started Goetz Service 
in 1979, and ran it for 24 years. He 
also enjoyed working on his farm 

and going  shing.
Don is survived by: his 

wife, Jackie, of  57 years; 
children, Don Goetz & 
wife, Dorthy, of  Giddings, 
TX, Jaylene Franke of  
Paige, TX, and Janna 
Johnson & husband, Craig, 
of  Kingland, TX; 10 
grandchildren; 10 great 
grandchildren; 2 sisters, Betty Wag-

ner and Gloria Teal of  Russell, KS; 
and brother Bill Goetz of  
Houston, TX.

Don was preceded in 
death by: his parents; infant 
son; and sister, Arlene Stur-
man.

A graveside service to 
honor Don’s life will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Satur-

day, February 4, 2012 at St. Mary’s 

Catholic Cemetery in Russell, 
Kansas. Visitation will be from 9 
A.M. to 10:45 A.M. on Saturday 
morning at the mortuary. In lieu of  
 owers the family has asked people 
to give to the charity or organiza-
tion of  their choice and send in 
care of  the mortuary. Pohlman-
Varner-Peeler Mortuary of  Russell 
is in charge of  the funeral service 
arrangements.

Donald Adair Goetz

Building F.A.S.T. support-
ers are asking the district to 
pay the remaining $135,920 
from its capital outlay budget.

Roth said he understands 
why some people are upset 
by the issue, but his reasons 
for recommending the dis-
trict  nish the project haven’t 
changed. He suggested 
opponents of  the project visit 
the current facility.

“It’s absolutely danger-
ous,” he said.

During a November tour 
of  the existing facility for 
foundation board members, 
Hays High strength and con-
ditioning teacher Ryan Cor-

nelsen — the school’s football 
and track coach — said the 
current 1,300-square-feet 
classroom is too small.

“The good thing about the 
new weight room would be 
that all of  our stations would 
be on one side, so as an 
instructor, I can see every-
body.”

Building F.A.S.T. busi-
ness committee chairman 
and foundation member 
Joel Willhoft said in January 
fundraising continues.

Roth said district of cials 
appreciate the work Build-
ing F.A.S.T. has put into the 
project.

“They’ve done something 
that’s never been done be-
fore,” he said.

The board also is ex-
pected to take action on 
another building project, 
a 7,280-square-foot metal 
building addition on the west 
side of  Felten Middle School. 

Administrators will present 
bids to construct the building 
that will add six classrooms 
and two restrooms to the 
school.

Additional space is 
needed to make room for the 
students being moved from 
Kennedy Middle School, 
which the board voted to 

close last year.
District administrators 

estimate enrollment will be 
about 600 students in 2012-
13. 

Felten Principal Craig 
Pallister has said that number 
could reach as many as 700 
in the next few years.

Bids for  nancing the pur-
chase also will be presented 
at the meeting. 

Contract extensions for the 
superintendent and central 
of ce administrators also are 
on the agenda. 

In the past, the board has 
approved a one-year contract 
extension, with contract 

terms remaining the same. 
Roth receives an annual 

salary of  $133,000, Deputy 
Superintendent Richard 
Cain’s salary is $95,992 and 
Assistant Superintendent 
Mark Hauptman’s salary is 
$99,814. 

Each receives a single 
health insurance bene t esti-
mated at $7,475, Cain said.

They also receive monthly 
mileage allotments and cell-
phone allowances.

If  the extensions are ap-
proved, the administrators 
will maintain their three-year 
contracts, which would be set 
to expire in 2015.

Scheibler said she’s hopeful 
the closing won’t affect a large 
number of  employees.

Resources are available for 
employees through Kansas-
Works workforce centers. One 

is located at 332 E. Eighth 
in Hays. Training, education 
and other job opportunity 
resources are available at the 
centers.

Aaron White, executive 

director of  the Ellis County 
Coalition for Economic 
Development, said his of ce 
already was planning a job 
fair for April 18 that could 
assist NEW employees if  they 

are looking for a job in the 
area at that point.

Feely said employees were 
the  rst consideration in the 
decision process.

“We have great employees 

in our center. Of  the employ-
ees that we have, I think we 
have the most talented people 
out there,” Feely said. “I think 
there’s just not enough of  
them.”

“When you  gure how 
many hundreds of  people 
have collected paychecks for 
eight years, I would suspect 
that that alone would make it 
worth it,” Steward said.

However, it’s more than 
just about the dollars in as-
sessing NEW’s worth to the 
community, Steward said.

Sykes Enterprises, an out-
bound call center, closed in 
June 2004. NEW, an inbound 
call center, opened in the 
same facility just four months 
later.

NEW cited a lack of  

available workforce and an 
economy that never gained 
steam as reasons for shutting 
the doors.

Steward said the closing 
announcement by NEW 
immediately made him think 
of  the Wichita Boeing plant’s 
closing announcement just 
after the  rst of  the year.

But this one is starkly dif-
ferent.

“In the case of  NEW, I 
hate to see them leave, but 
I think they’ve been a great 
part of  our community ... 
provided a lot employment, 

provided a lot of  jobs for our 
students at Fort Hays State,” 
said Steward, who also serves 
as director of  University 
Relations at FHSU.

NEW has been support-
ive of  community events 
throughout its time in Hays, 

including as a sponsor of  
tonight’s Hays Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce annual 
banquet.

Though the city pro-
vided $100,000 to Heart of  
America Development Corp. 
to help create the jobs as-

sociated with NEW, Steward 
said the city has determined 
it has no obligation, although 
NEW has not ful lled the 
10-year lease it signed with 
Heart of  America for the 
building.

Heart of  America, a local 
nonpro t group, owns the 
building but had not spoken 
with NEW of cials as of  
Wednesday afternoon. Mark 
McCullick, acting president 
of  the group, said Heart of  
America’s board of  direc-
tors would meet soon to talk 
about the situation.

NEW, FROM A1

MONEY, FROM A1

BOE, FROM A1
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“When you  gure how many hundreds 
of people have collected paychecks for 
eight years, I would suspect that that 

alone would make it worth it.”
Kent Steward

Hays city commissioner

PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. 
(AP) — Pennsylvania’s Punx-
sutawney Phil emerged from 
his lair to “see” his shadow 
today, in the process predict-
ing six more weeks of  winter.

But, at this rate, that might 
not be so bad.

The groundhog made 
his “prediction” on Gob-
bler’s Knob, a tiny hill in the 
town for which he’s named 
about 65 miles northeast of  
Pittsburgh.

Temperatures were near 
freezing when he emerged at 
dawn — unseasonably warm 
— and were forecast to climb 
into the mid-40s in a winter 
that’s brought little snow and 
only a few notably cold days 
to much of  the East.

Today’s ceremony is largely 
that: Phil’s prediction is 
determined ahead of  time by 
the Inner Circle, a group who 
dons top hats and tuxedos 
and decides in advance what 
the groundhog will predict.

Organizers expected 
15,000 to 18,000 people to 
witness the furry creature’s 
prognostication ceremony.

This year’s crowd was 
warmer than most. The aver-
age early-morning tempera-
ture usually hovers around 
17 degrees, according to the 
National Weather Service.

Groundhog 
‘predicts’

more winter
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By JUDY SHERARD
jsherard@dailynews.net

Hays USD 489 Board of  
Education members are sched-
uled to take action on three sig-
ni cant issues — Felten Middle 
School, Building F.A.S.T. and 
administrator contracts — at 
their meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday at Rockwell Adminis-
tration Center, 323 W. 12th.

Superintendent Will Roth 
is recommending the board 
approve using district money 
to complete the Hays High 
School  tness room. The item 

was listed as a possible action 
item at the Dec. 12 meeting 
but was tabled. Board mem-
bers said then they wanted to 
learn more about the project’s 
details and to educate the pub-
lic before making a decision.

The project to build a 
7,200-square-foot facility on 
the southeast corner of  Hays 
High began more than two 
years ago. A group organized 
to raise in-kind and monetary 
donations to build the facility 
known as Building F.A.S.T. 
— an acronym for  tness and 

strength together.
At the time, organizers 

and administrators offered 
assurances no public money 

would be used to construct the 
building. 

In a 2009 letter to The 
Hays Daily News, HHS 
Principal Mike Hester wrote, 
“All funds for this project will 
be private monetary or in-kind 
donations.”

Board members voted in 
April to transfer oversight of  
the construction to the USD 
489 Foundation for Education 
Excellence.

Construction began in Au-
gust, with Paul-Wertenberger 
Construction in charge of  

construction management.
In a September update 

on the project, Hester said 
the project remained about 
$100,000 short of  the amount 
needed to complete the 
project.

Total cost of  the project 
estimated by representa-
tives of  Paul-Wertenberger 
is $376,308. Of  that total, 
$240,388 was scheduled to be 
billed by Wednesday and was 
anticipated to be paid for with 
donations and fundraising.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

CEDAR BLUFF RESERVOIR 
— Friday’s forecast for rain chang-
ing to snow is just the ticket for 
Trego County farmer Lawrence 
Bethel.

While  xing fence Sunday — 
replacing staples that had popped 
loose as tumbleweeds pummeled 
the strands of  wire — he lamented 
the conditions.

“Drier than a bone,” said 
Bethel, accompanied by two dogs.

A storm system getting ready 
to move into the state might help 
change that situation.

How much will change depends 
on the location.

Trego and Ellis counties, for 
example, are in a winter storm 
watch, on target to receive any-

where from 4 to 7 inches of  snow 
Friday into Saturday.

Far northwest Kansas, however, 
is in the bull’s-eye for snow.

Extreme northwest Kansas — 
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Sherman and 
parts of  Thomas and Decatur 
counties — will see the heaviest 
snow, according to the National 
Weather Service in Goodland.

A swath of  1 to 2 feet of  snow 
is possible along a line stretching 
from Limon, Colo., to McCook, 
Neb. The area north of  U.S. 
Highway 36 in Phillips, Smith and 
Norton counties could see 10 to 15 
inches of  snow as well.

North winds, gusting up to 40 
mph, will create blizzard condi-
tions in the northwest part of  
Kansas.

“Travel will be hazardous, if  not 
impossible Friday and Saturday,” 
NWS said in its forecast.

For Bethel, rain is needed.
“Or snow,” he quickly added.

By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

Nearly 280 individuals will 
be without a job at the end 
of  March following NEW 
Customer Service Companies’ 
announcement Tuesday it will 
shutter its Hays facility.

However, the company is 
giving employees options — 
take a severance package, relo-
cate to another NEW facility or 
work from home.

Terri Feely, senior vice 
president of  human resources 
for NEW, said the severance 
package is generous and oppor-
tunities are available at NEW’s 
nine other locations for those 
still hoping to work in the brick-
and-mortar business. However, 

NEW employees can work 
from home if  they meet certain 
performance standards.

“In addition to that, the 
employee has to have the 
capacity to maintain what we 
call a distraction-free environ-
ment,” said Dave Marks, senior 
manager of  human resource 
communication.

A workspace with a comput-
er, phone and Internet connec-
tion is the physical requirement. 
Employees would be afforded 
the opportunity to work the 
same shift they do at the facility.

Deb Scheibler, operations 
manager for Kansas Workforce 
One, which oversees all work-
force centers in western Kansas, 
said she has been in contact 

with NEW since the announce-
ment Tuesday.

“They reassured me that 
most, if  not all, will be offered 
opportunities to work at home,” 
Scheibler said.

The state assisted with the 
closing of  a sister contact cen-
ter, Assurion, in July in Salina. 
Scheibler said 95 percent of  
the employees there chose the 
work-at-home option that was 
provided.

“She’s assured me that 
when they do do the work to 
determine who’s going to ac-
cept those opportunities, they’ll 
call us out to offer a response,” 
Scheibler said of  NEW man-
agement.

STEWARD: MONEY MOVE RIGHT AT TIME
By GAYLE WEBER

gweber@dailynews.net
The city of Hays and Ellis 

County doled out a combined 
$150,000 when NEW 
Customer Service 
Companies expressed 
interest in Hays in 
2004.

City commissioner 
Kent Steward, who 
was on the commis-
sion then and now, 
said he’s not a big 
fan of using taxpayer 
money to lure businesses to 
the community, but it seemed 
right at the time.

“It was healthy for our com-
munity when we had just lost 
a business to be able to get a 
new one in so quickly,” he said.

Now, more than 
seven years later, 
NEW has announced 
it will close its facil-
ity March 31, putting 
approximately 280 
individuals out of work 
unless they choose to 
work from home for 
the company.

Steward said the 
city’s investment likely has paid 
dividends for the community.

Steward

NEW working to help employees

SEE MONEY, A6
SEE NEW, A6

MIKE CORN • HAYS DAILY NEWS

Trego County farmer Lawrence Bethel dismounts from his all-terrain vehicle Sunday to take advantage of warmer weather — despite the remaining 
snow — to replace staples that had been “popped” out by the pressure brought on the fence by tumbleweeds.

Snow on the way for area

After brushing aside tumbleweeds, Bethel hammers a staple into a post 
to keep cattle from getting out.

Felten, Building F.A.S.T., contracts on agenda

SEE BOE, A6
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FOUNDATION MEETING
A USD 489 Foundation for 

Education Excellence board 
of directors meeting has 
been scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in the master teacher 
room at Rockwell Administra-
tion Center. No agenda was 
listed in the meeting notice.



By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

Hays needs a new approach to 
business recruitment and development, 
according to Hays City Commissioner 
Henry Schwaller IV.

Disappointed about the way NEW 
Customer Service Companies an-
nounced its departure from the city 
this week and the way it handled the 
last few months leading up to its deci-
sion, Schwaller said NEW never was 
meant to stay.

A call center can be outsourced 
at any time, he said, but a 
company making high-tech 
devices can’t. And that’s going 
to be his push for the future of  
Hays and Ellis County.

“As a community, we need 
to be more serious and more 
thoughtful about where we 
want our economy to go,” 
Schwaller said.

Using resources such as 
graduating students from Fort Hays 

State University in business and tech-
nology fi elds to grow a business 
could be one place to look.

“Recruiting another call 
center or light manufactur-
ing fi rm do not play for us,” 
Schwaller said. “We don’t have 
the resources to provide the 
economic incentives, more tax 
abatements. ... That’s not what 
we’re here for.”

Schwaller said the com-
munity has a unique opportunity to 

use the skill sets students develop in 
various areas of  study at FHSU, where 
Schwaller teaches classes in the De-
partment of  Management and Mar-
keting. And he believes the city’s focus 
is more advanced than it was when the 
city offered incentives to bring NEW 
to town in 2004.

“I’m very glad that NEW came 
here. They did employ people 
and were part of  the community,” 
Schwaller said.
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Shelby Dalton, left, and Jody Brooks, both employees at Casey’s General 
Store at 1301 Canterbury Drive, box up a large sausage pizza Thursday night 
for delivery in Hays. It was the second day of Casey’s General Store’s new 
pizza delivery service.

Schwaller

NEW closure shows weaknesses

SEE CLOSURE, A2

By JUDY SHERARD
jsherard@dailynews.net

Some Hays USD 489 
students could be using new 
facilities next school year.

Two new buildings, a Felten 
Middle School addition and 
a Hays High School fi tness 
facility, are on the agenda for 
the board of  education meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Monday in 
the Toepfer Board Room at 
the Rockwell Administration 
Center, 323 W. 12th.

The board will consider 
bids for the Felten addition 
and using district funds to fi n-
ish the HHS building project. 

More space is needed at 
Felten because the board 
voted in June to close Ken-
nedy Middle School and 
move those students to Felten. 
The combined school will be 
named Hays Middle School.

In May, Kennedy had 251 
students and Felten 440 stu-
dents. Administrators estimate 
the combined middle school 
will have 600 students. Many 
of  the Kennedy students are 
expected to attend the newly 
organized Thomas More 
Prep-Marian Junior High, 
which enrolled 109 students 
this week for the 2012-13 
school year.

When the board voted to 
close Kennedy, administrators 
presented a plan to purchase 
six modulars providing 12 
classrooms for the addi-
tional students. Cost for the 
modulars was estimated at 
$558,000, to be paid off  with 
$279,000 per year.

BOE to 
consider 
building 
for future
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Brendan Kerschner, 8, Hays, gets his teeth cleaned by dental hygienist Cynthia Augustine during the Give Kids a 
Smile event Friday at Lifetime Dental Care in Hays. Kerschner was one of many children taking part in the program 
that provided free educational, preventative and restorative services.

By DAWNE LEIKER
dleiker@dailynews.net

Treatment rooms at Lifetime 
Dental Care were abuzz with activ-
ity Friday as area children received 
free dental services.

The Give Kids a Smile event, 
sponsored by Henry Schein Dental, 
the American Dental Association 
and Lifetime Dental Care provided 
more than $9,000 worth of  free ser-
vices to 14 children of  low-income 
families in one day.

The extent of  each child’s dental 
care needs were assessed and then 
treated by Dr. Jeffrey Lowe and Dr. 
Steven Geist.

Dental hygienist Lori Appelhans 
marveled at the composure of  
5-year-old Kegan Madison, who just 
had gone through a sealant proce-

dure and numbing preparations for 
extraction of  two teeth. Of  Kegan’s 
22 teeth, 10 were in need 
of  dental attention.

“Even though he has 
a horrible cold, he laid 
there and let me do what 
I needed to,” she said. 
“He’s just the cutest little kid.

“If  we had every patient like that, 
it would make my job easy.”

After a dose of  medicine to help 
calm his cold symptoms, Kegan ap-
peared ready to nap as he waited for 
his next dental procedure, reclining 
in the dental offi ce chair.

He nodded his tossled blonde 
head “yes” when asked if  he was 
feeling OK. 

His mom, Hannah Madison 
sitting near him, expressed relief  

about being able to get Kegan 
the dental care he had needed 

for nearly a year. The 
mother of  fi ve children, 
Madison has found that 
fi nding affordable dental 
care has been a daunt-
ing task.

“It’s so hard on parents, especially 
like myself, to be able to get your 
kid in to get the care they need,” she 
said.

The services and attention Kegan 
received from the Lifetime Dental 
Care staff  made the process much 
easier, she said.

“They are so friendly here,” she 
said “They give you the information 
about everything to stay on top of  
it.”

Dentist’s work provides smiles

By DAWNE LEIKER
dleiker@dailynews.net

Football fans have two complicated 
decisions to make this weekend: What 
team should they cheer on to Super 
Bowl victory and what should they eat 
while doing it?

More than 48 million people will 
order takeout or delivery this weekend 
according to the National Restaurant 
Association, and although Super Bowl 
Sunday might not be the biggest day 
of  the year for pizza sales, it’s always 
in the top fi ve.

Locally, pizza delivery restaurants 
are gearing up for the big day by add-
ing extra staff  and preparation time.

The weekend marks the fi rst pizza 
delivery weekend for Casey’s General 
Store, 1301 Canterbury, with deliv-

ery service being offered only since 
Wednesday. 

Manager Casey Carter, who has 
scheduled four delivery drivers for 
tonight, said she imagines it will be a 
busier Super Bowl than the business 
has experienced in past years.

“People would rather have you 
bring it (the pizza) to them than to 
have to leave the house,” she said.

At pizza restaurants all over town, 
extra crew members will be on hand 
to meet the increased demand. Staff-
ing at Domino’s Pizza will be doubled 
tonight.

“We know when the commer-
cial breaks are,” said manager Jeff  
Wildermuth. “That’s when everyone 
calls.”

A ‘super’-sized delivery
SEE BOE, A5

SEE PIZZA, A2

fo
m
M
fi 
c
in

HAYS DENTIST 
SUPPORTS DENTAL 

PRACTITIONER PROPOSAL
PAGE A3

SEE SMILES, A7

Ichabod
test

TIGERS’ HOOPS 
TEAMS FACE 

ROAD TEST AT 
WASHBURN.

PAGE B1

Game
time

GIANTS, PATRIOTS 
READY TO TAKE THE 
FIELD AFTER WEEKS 

OF PREPARATION.
PAGE B1

Agent of 
change
NEW EXTENSION 

AGENT BEGINS 
WORK IN ELLIS CO.

PAGE A3

Weather 
watch

TODAY: MOSTLY 
SUNNY. HIGHS IN 
THE UPPER 30S. 

NORTHWEST WINDS 
10 TO 15 MPH. 

GUSTS UP TO 25 
MPH.

Cozzia 
Massage Chairs

Starting At
$1399

C
Mass

St
$

La-Z-Boy
Recliners
Starting At

$259

Lift  
Chairs

Starting At
$799

Today
• All-American break-

fast, until 12:30 p.m., 
American Legion building, 
1305 Canterbury. Benefi ts 
St. Nicholas Ladies Guild 
Working for Others. Menu 
includes pancakes, sau-
sage, bacon, scrambled 
eggs, hash browns, 
biscuits, gravy, toast, 
coffee and orange juice. 
Tickets at the door are 
$7; children 5 to 12 are 
$3; and children under 5 
are free.

• GRAINFIELD — 
Monte Selby in concert, 
2 p.m., Grainfi eld Opera 
House. Money raised 
benefi ts the opera house.

• Shooting Stars 
square dance, 2 p.m., 
Roosevelt Elementary 
School, 2000 MacArthur. 
Peggy Anschutz will be 
the caller. Everyone is 
welcome.

• VICTORIA — Dance 
to Hot Shot band, 2 to 
6 p.m., VFW, 204 Main. 
Sponsored by Sunfl ower 
Polka Club.

Monday
• P.E.O. Chapter BQ 

meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Mary Toepfer.

• Square dance les-
sons, 7 p.m., Reed 
Center cafeteria, 317 W. 
13th.

• Monday night pi-
nochle, 7 to 9 p.m., Hays 
Recreation Center, 1105 
Canterbury.

Tuesday
• La CROSSE — Amer-

ican Red Cross blood 
drive, noon to 6 p.m., La 
Crosse City Auditorium, 
417 Main.

• Bridge Time, 1 p.m., 
HRC, 1105 Canterbury.

• Herb study group, 
5 p.m., Hays Public 
Library, 1205 Main. Topic: 

Today
Calendar
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However, Schwaller said he 
was disappointed in the way 
the company handled its fi nal 
few months, not reaching out 
to local and state employment 
and economic development 
groups to help meet its need 
for employees.

•  •  •
Steps to alleviate Ellis 

County’s employment woes 
already were under way at 
the Ellis County Coalition for 
Economic Development be-
fore NEW Customer Service 
Companies announced it was 
closing this week.

Citing a small labor pool, 
NEW announced it would 
close its Hays facility March 
31, putting approximately 
280 people out of  work, 
though options have been 
made available for employees 
to stay with the company.

Aaron White, executive 
director of  the coalition, 
said the Docking Institute 
at FHSU is conducting a 
labor basin study for a nine-
county area surrounding Ellis 
County. The study will assess 
the available labor pool, iden-
tifying the underemployed 
and individuals who have left 
the workforce but are looking 
to return to work.

The study will help the 
county identify individuals 
who can move up to higher 
paying or more skilled posi-
tions or re-enter the workforce 
at an appropriate level.

“We can help a company 
formulate some recruitment 
strategies to reach out to those 
demographics,” White said.

Ellis County’s unemploy-
ment rate was 2.9 percent in 
December, with 555 people 
identifi ed as actively look-

ing for work, according to 
the Kansas Department of  
Labor.

White said he will be work-
ing with companies interested 
in locating in Hays to address 
needs and concerns within 
the local economy.

•  •  •
White also hopes to take 

advantage of  neighboring 
counties’ designations as rural 
opportunity zones, an incen-
tive program offered by the 
state to encourage people to 
move to rural areas. Income 
tax waivers and student loan 
repayments are available 
through the program. Al-
though Ellis County does not 
qualify as a ROZ, all other 
counties in northwest Kansas 
do qualify, with only Sheridan 
and Osborne counties not 
participating in the student 
loan repayment aspect of  the 
program.

“The counties surround-
ing Ellis County are certainly 
within our commuting demo-
graphics,” White said.

He said the ROZ pro-
gram could help boost Ellis 
County’s available labor pool.

“We’re looking at regional 
opportunities to promote 
western Kansas as a great 
place to live,” White said.

Housing also is an issue 
that coincides with employ-
ment in Ellis County, and the 
coalition is working with local 
real estate agents to address 
gaps in the housing market, 
identifi ed by companies as 
a lack of  wage-appropriate 
housing.

“If  we can alleviate any 
housing issue, it assists in the 
ability to recruit new folks into 
this area,” White said.

Due to the addition of  
many new products, Wil-
dermuth said he wasn’t sure 
what the restaurant’s biggest 
seller might be tonight, 
although chicken wings have 
outpaced pizzas at other 
Domino’s stores he has man-
aged.

A National Restaurant 
Association survey said 
wings might be the second 
most popular Super Bowl 
snack, falling behind salsa, 
dips and spreads. How-
ever, 1.25 billion wings are 
estimated to be consumed 
on Super Bowl Sunday. 
Enough, if  laid end to end, 
to circle the entire circum-
ference of  the earth more 
than twice.

Extended waiting for de-
livery shouldn’t be an issue 
at local pizza places. Local 
managers all agreed extra 
staff  would help ensure the 
pizzas go out on time. 

It’s a night many drivers 
look forward to working, 
Wildermuth said.

“They make more money 
because they make more 
deliveries,” he said. “That’s 
a big incentive, especially for 
delivery drivers.”

Dough preparations for 
Papa Murphy’s got un-
der way Thursday night, 

in anticipation of  the big 
weekend. Extra staff  will be 
on hand to sell more than 
double the amount of  pizzas 
served on a typical Sunday. 

Although there’s a nation-
al Papa Murphy’s special 
for cheese pizzas under way, 
Manager Kelli Goebel said 
she thinks many football fans 
will not forget their favorite 
fi ve-meat pizza.

“Usually, if  it’s men and 
football, it’s a big meat 
pizza,” she said. “That one’s 
really popular on Super 
Bowl (Sunday).” 

Pizza Hut Manager 
Alisa Bohrer said she antici-
pates selling a lot of  large 
hand-tossed supreme and 
meatlover’s pizzas, while 
Gambino’s Manager Jana 
Herdman said she imagines 
many will take advantage of  
their buy two large pizzas, 
get one free deal.

Herdman said she had no 
idea why people consume 
so much pizza during the 
Super Bowl.

“I don’t watch the Super 
Bowl,” she said, laughing. 
“And personally, I’m in the 
pizza restaurant every day, 

so I would probably have 
chips and dip.”

Snacks aren’t the only 
economic boon generated 
by the Super Bowl. Accord-
ing to statistics released by 
Nielsen, consumers will 
drink billions of  servings 
of  beer at home during the 
Super Bowl. Grocery retail-
ers alone sell approximately 
17 million cases in the two 
weeks surrounding the Su-
per Bowl.

This weekend marks the 
fi rst Super Bowl Sunday that 
pre-packaged beer sales are 
allowed within the unincor-
porated area of  Ellis County. 

Since the county passed 
a resolution that went 
into effect Dec. 13 to al-
low pre-packaged malt 
beverage sales, El Charro 
Convenience Store, 2020 E. 
Eighth, has been selling beer 
on Sundays.

Sunday sales for the 
convenience store have been 
“pretty good,” said owner 
Sue Dolezal. And, although 
the sales haven’t been the 
“boom we thought it might 
be … compared to zero 
(sales), they’re much better.”
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Nathan Henry, an employee of Casey’s General Store, 1301 Canterbury, prepares to make 
a pizza delivery Thursday night in Hays.

PIZZA, FROM A1

CLOSURE, FROM A1

Special to The Hays Daily News
A total of  40 seniors 

from high schools in Barton 
and Rush counties will be 
recognized for their academic 
achievements and named 
Kansas Honor Scholars at 
a 6:30 p.m. dinner and pro-
gram Thursday at The Club 
at Stoneridge, 1438 24th St., 
Great Bend.

During the ceremony, each 
student will receive a Web-
ster’s New College Dictionary.

Honored students will be 

guests of  the Alumni Associa-
tion and KU Endowment; 
parents and area alumni are 
welcome to attend at a cost of  
$15 each.

The class of  2012 scholars 
are:

Kolin Klozenbucher, a La 
Crosse High School senior; 
Kyle Sramek, LHS senior; 
Austin Webs, LHS senior; and 
Mackenzie Boone, an Otis-
Bison High School senior.

KU to honor Rush Co. seniors
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Building Specials
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Includes Tax & Delivery! Building built on your level site!

Pre-Engineered Structures for: �Farm  �Suburban �Equine
�Residential  �Commercial �Metal Roofing

24�x32�x11� � $9,525
30�x40�x12� � $11,850
42�x72�x14� � $22,365
60�x96�x16� � $42,725
Crew travel required over 50 miles. Local building code modifications
extra. Building pictured is not priced in ad. Price subject to change

without notice.

Best Building, Best Solution

1-800-373-5550     ClearyBuilding.com

�             Lifetime Paint Warranty
� Farm Credit Leasing Available

� Featuring         Doors

From Animals to Equipment,
We Protect what You Value!

Hays, KS
103 East 27th St. 

785-628-8885

Hays Unified 
chool District 489Sc

www.usd489.com

Washington Elementary • 305 Main • 625-2540
February 16, 2012, 6:30 PM

Lincoln Elementary • 1906 Ash • 623-2500
February 21, 2012, 6:30 PM

Roosevelt Elementary • 2000 MacAruthur • 623-2520
February 23, 2012, 6:30 PM

Wilson Elementary • 101 E. 28th • 623-2550
February 27, 2012, 6:30 PM

O’Loughlin Elementary • 1401 Hall • 623-2510
PRESCHOOL: February 27, 2012, 5:45 PM

KINDERGARTEN: February 28, 2012, 6:30 PM

Early Childhood Connections
(Formerly Hays Head Start)
320 W. 13th • 628-2430

Open enrollment 8 AM to 3 PM every day.

For additional information, please call your school
or check the school website.

Dr. Joey Koerner, DC
Dr. Mark Melton, DC
Troy Herrman, MPT

www.koernerchiropractic.com

CHIROPRACTICCHIROPRACTIC 

and Physical Therapy, PA

• Decompression Therapy Works

• Non-Surgical Treatment for 
   Low Back/Neck Pain

• Flexible Hours, Friendly Staff, 
   Affordable

• Majority of Treatment Covered   
   by Insurance including 
   Medicare and BCBS

Your Back
Can Not Be Replaced

Let us help you maintain
yours with regular care!

Mon. - Fri. 10-6:00, Sat. 10-4
1106 E. 27th, Hays, 628-7676

FALL  
CLEARANCE

70%
 off

Great selection of 
Mother-of-the Bride 

Dresses are arriving!

Sophisticate 
Boutique

Style...we’ve got it!Cornerstone Orthodontics
Offering orthodontic care for all ages.

don Johnson is your orthhodonticDr. Brandodondon
ist, offering Invisalignspecialististist ® and braces

for children, teens, and aduults.fofofo

Dr. Brandon Johnson DDDS, DHSc
2707 Vine Ste. 55

785-621-2953 or 877-8005-4821
cornerstoneorthodonttics.com

Call now to schedule 
your free consultation.

PET O
F TH

E W
EEK2050 E. US Highway 40   Hays, KS    785-625-5252

www.hshponline.org

Ralph is a 2 year old brown tabby with 
white.  He is neutered and litterbox 
trained.  He is a very big boy and 

would like a home where he can get 
lots of love.  If you are interested in 
Ralph please come visit him at the 

shelter!

Sponsored by Helen Kraemer 
& Koko the cat

www.HDNews.net

Patrick E. Lowry, editor and publisher
plowry@dailynews.net
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Ability to 
create

WILSON’S KARLIE 
STEINLE HAS THE 

GAME TO PRODUCE 
HER OWN SHOT.

PAGE B1

On the 
hunt

ROMNEY USES 
KILLER INSTINCT TO 
TAKE DECISIVE WIN 

IN FLORIDA.
PAGE A7

Out of 
control

EGYPTIAN
SOCCER GAME 

TURNS VIOLENT.
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Eye on 
weather

TONIGHT: RAIN 
SHOWERS AND 

ISOLATED THUNDER-
STORMS. LOWS IN 
THE UPPER 30S. 

EAST WINDS 10 MPH.

By JUDY SHERARD
jsherard@dailynews.net

Hays USD 489 Board of  
Education members are sched-
uled to take action on three sig-
ni cant issues — Felten Middle 
School, Building F.A.S.T. and 
administrator contracts — at 
their meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday at Rockwell Adminis-
tration Center, 323 W. 12th.

Superintendent Will Roth 
is recommending the board 
approve using district money 
to complete the Hays High 
School  tness room. The item 

was listed as a possible action 
item at the Dec. 12 meeting 
but was tabled. Board mem-
bers said then they wanted to 
learn more about the project’s 
details and to educate the pub-
lic before making a decision.

The project to build a 
7,200-square-foot facility on 
the southeast corner of  Hays 
High began more than two 
years ago. A group organized 
to raise in-kind and monetary 
donations to build the facility 
known as Building F.A.S.T. 
— an acronym for  tness and 

strength together.
At the time, organizers 

and administrators offered 
assurances no public money 

would be used to construct the 
building. 

In a 2009 letter to The 
Hays Daily News, HHS 
Principal Mike Hester wrote, 
“All funds for this project will 
be private monetary or in-kind 
donations.”

Board members voted in 
April to transfer oversight of  
the construction to the USD 
489 Foundation for Education 
Excellence.

Construction began in Au-
gust, with Paul-Wertenberger 
Construction in charge of  

construction management.
In a September update 

on the project, Hester said 
the project remained about 
$100,000 short of  the amount 
needed to complete the 
project.

Total cost of  the project 
estimated by representa-
tives of  Paul-Wertenberger 
is $376,308. Of  that total, 
$240,388 was scheduled to be 
billed by Wednesday and was 
anticipated to be paid for with 
donations and fundraising.

By MIKE CORN
mcorn@dailynews.net

CEDAR BLUFF RESERVOIR 
— Friday’s forecast for rain chang-
ing to snow is just the ticket for 
Trego County farmer Lawrence 
Bethel.

While  xing fence Sunday — 
replacing staples that had popped 
loose as tumbleweeds pummeled 
the strands of  wire — he lamented 
the conditions.

“Drier than a bone,” said 
Bethel, accompanied by two dogs.

A storm system getting ready 
to move into the state might help 
change that situation.

How much will change depends 
on the location.

Trego and Ellis counties, for 
example, are in a winter storm 
watch, on target to receive any-

where from 4 to 7 inches of  snow 
Friday into Saturday.

Far northwest Kansas, however, 
is in the bull’s-eye for snow.

Extreme northwest Kansas — 
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Sherman and 
parts of  Thomas and Decatur 
counties — will see the heaviest 
snow, according to the National 
Weather Service in Goodland.

A swath of  1 to 2 feet of  snow 
is possible along a line stretching 
from Limon, Colo., to McCook, 
Neb. The area north of  U.S. 
Highway 36 in Phillips, Smith and 
Norton counties could see 10 to 15 
inches of  snow as well.

North winds, gusting up to 40 
mph, will create blizzard condi-
tions in the northwest part of  
Kansas.

“Travel will be hazardous, if  not 
impossible Friday and Saturday,” 
NWS said in its forecast.

For Bethel, rain is needed.
“Or snow,” he quickly added.

By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

Nearly 280 individuals will 
be without a job at the end 
of  March following NEW 
Customer Service Companies’ 
announcement Tuesday it will 
shutter its Hays facility.

However, the company is 
giving employees options — 
take a severance package, relo-
cate to another NEW facility or 
work from home.

Terri Feely, senior vice 
president of  human resources 
for NEW, said the severance 
package is generous and oppor-
tunities are available at NEW’s 
nine other locations for those 
still hoping to work in the brick-
and-mortar business. However, 

NEW employees can work 
from home if  they meet certain 
performance standards.

“In addition to that, the 
employee has to have the 
capacity to maintain what we 
call a distraction-free environ-
ment,” said Dave Marks, senior 
manager of  human resource 
communication.

A workspace with a comput-
er, phone and Internet connec-
tion is the physical requirement. 
Employees would be afforded 
the opportunity to work the 
same shift they do at the facility.

Deb Scheibler, operations 
manager for Kansas Workforce 
One, which oversees all work-
force centers in western Kansas, 
said she has been in contact 

with NEW since the announce-
ment Tuesday.

“They reassured me that 
most, if  not all, will be offered 
opportunities to work at home,” 
Scheibler said.

The state assisted with the 
closing of  a sister contact cen-
ter, Assurion, in July in Salina. 
Scheibler said 95 percent of  
the employees there chose the 
work-at-home option that was 
provided.

“She’s assured me that 
when they do do the work to 
determine who’s going to ac-
cept those opportunities, they’ll 
call us out to offer a response,” 
Scheibler said of  NEW man-
agement.

STEWARD: MONEY MOVE RIGHT AT TIME
By GAYLE WEBER

gweber@dailynews.net
The city of Hays and Ellis 

County doled out a combined 
$150,000 when NEW 
Customer Service 
Companies expressed 
interest in Hays in 
2004.

City commissioner 
Kent Steward, who 
was on the commis-
sion then and now, 
said he’s not a big 
fan of using taxpayer 
money to lure businesses to 
the community, but it seemed 
right at the time.

“It was healthy for our com-
munity when we had just lost 
a business to be able to get a 
new one in so quickly,” he said.

Now, more than 
seven years later, 
NEW has announced 
it will close its facil-
ity March 31, putting 
approximately 280 
individuals out of work 
unless they choose to 
work from home for 
the company.

Steward said the 
city’s investment likely has paid 
dividends for the community.

Steward

NEW working to help employees

SEE MONEY, A6
SEE NEW, A6
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Trego County farmer Lawrence Bethel dismounts from his all-terrain vehicle Sunday to take advantage of warmer weather — despite the remaining 
snow — to replace staples that had been “popped” out by the pressure brought on the fence by tumbleweeds.

Snow on the way for area

After brushing aside tumbleweeds, Bethel hammers a staple into a post 
to keep cattle from getting out.

Felten, Building F.A.S.T., contracts on agenda

SEE BOE, A6
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FOUNDATION MEETING
A USD 489 Foundation for 

Education Excellence board 
of directors meeting has 
been scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in the master teacher 
room at Rockwell Administra-
tion Center. No agenda was 
listed in the meeting notice.

By GAYLE WEBER
gweber@dailynews.net

Hays needs a new approach to 
business recruitment and development, 
according to Hays City Commissioner 
Henry Schwaller IV.

Disappointed about the way NEW 
Customer Service Companies an-
nounced its departure from the city 
this week and the way it handled the 
last few months leading up to its deci-
sion, Schwaller said NEW never was 
meant to stay.

A call center can be outsourced 
at any time, he said, but a 
company making high-tech 
devices can’t. And that’s going 
to be his push for the future of  
Hays and Ellis County.

“As a community, we need 
to be more serious and more 
thoughtful about where we 
want our economy to go,” 
Schwaller said.

Using resources such as 
graduating students from Fort Hays 

State University in business and tech-
nology fi elds to grow a business 
could be one place to look.

“Recruiting another call 
center or light manufactur-
ing fi rm do not play for us,” 
Schwaller said. “We don’t have 
the resources to provide the 
economic incentives, more tax 
abatements. ... That’s not what 
we’re here for.”

Schwaller said the com-
munity has a unique opportunity to 

use the skill sets students develop in 
various areas of  study at FHSU, where 
Schwaller teaches classes in the De-
partment of  Management and Mar-
keting. And he believes the city’s focus 
is more advanced than it was when the 
city offered incentives to bring NEW 
to town in 2004.

“I’m very glad that NEW came 
here. They did employ people 
and were part of  the community,” 
Schwaller said.
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Shelby Dalton, left, and Jody Brooks, both employees at Casey’s General 
Store at 1301 Canterbury Drive, box up a large sausage pizza Thursday night 
for delivery in Hays. It was the second day of Casey’s General Store’s new 
pizza delivery service.

Schwaller

NEW closure shows weaknesses

SEE CLOSURE, A2

By JUDY SHERARD
jsherard@dailynews.net

Some Hays USD 489 
students could be using new 
facilities next school year.

Two new buildings, a Felten 
Middle School addition and 
a Hays High School fi tness 
facility, are on the agenda for 
the board of  education meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Monday in 
the Toepfer Board Room at 
the Rockwell Administration 
Center, 323 W. 12th.

The board will consider 
bids for the Felten addition 
and using district funds to fi n-
ish the HHS building project. 

More space is needed at 
Felten because the board 
voted in June to close Ken-
nedy Middle School and 
move those students to Felten. 
The combined school will be 
named Hays Middle School.

In May, Kennedy had 251 
students and Felten 440 stu-
dents. Administrators estimate 
the combined middle school 
will have 600 students. Many 
of  the Kennedy students are 
expected to attend the newly 
organized Thomas More 
Prep-Marian Junior High, 
which enrolled 109 students 
this week for the 2012-13 
school year.

When the board voted to 
close Kennedy, administrators 
presented a plan to purchase 
six modulars providing 12 
classrooms for the addi-
tional students. Cost for the 
modulars was estimated at 
$558,000, to be paid off  with 
$279,000 per year.

BOE to 
consider 
building 
for future
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Brendan Kerschner, 8, Hays, gets his teeth cleaned by dental hygienist Cynthia Augustine during the Give Kids a 
Smile event Friday at Lifetime Dental Care in Hays. Kerschner was one of many children taking part in the program 
that provided free educational, preventative and restorative services.

By DAWNE LEIKER
dleiker@dailynews.net

Treatment rooms at Lifetime 
Dental Care were abuzz with activ-
ity Friday as area children received 
free dental services.

The Give Kids a Smile event, 
sponsored by Henry Schein Dental, 
the American Dental Association 
and Lifetime Dental Care provided 
more than $9,000 worth of  free ser-
vices to 14 children of  low-income 
families in one day.

The extent of  each child’s dental 
care needs were assessed and then 
treated by Dr. Jeffrey Lowe and Dr. 
Steven Geist.

Dental hygienist Lori Appelhans 
marveled at the composure of  
5-year-old Kegan Madison, who just 
had gone through a sealant proce-

dure and numbing preparations for 
extraction of  two teeth. Of  Kegan’s 
22 teeth, 10 were in need 
of  dental attention.

“Even though he has 
a horrible cold, he laid 
there and let me do what 
I needed to,” she said. 
“He’s just the cutest little kid.

“If  we had every patient like that, 
it would make my job easy.”

After a dose of  medicine to help 
calm his cold symptoms, Kegan ap-
peared ready to nap as he waited for 
his next dental procedure, reclining 
in the dental offi ce chair.

He nodded his tossled blonde 
head “yes” when asked if  he was 
feeling OK. 

His mom, Hannah Madison 
sitting near him, expressed relief  

about being able to get Kegan 
the dental care he had needed 

for nearly a year. The 
mother of  fi ve children, 
Madison has found that 
fi nding affordable dental 
care has been a daunt-
ing task.

“It’s so hard on parents, especially 
like myself, to be able to get your 
kid in to get the care they need,” she 
said.

The services and attention Kegan 
received from the Lifetime Dental 
Care staff  made the process much 
easier, she said.

“They are so friendly here,” she 
said “They give you the information 
about everything to stay on top of  
it.”

Dentist’s work provides smiles

By DAWNE LEIKER
dleiker@dailynews.net

Football fans have two complicated 
decisions to make this weekend: What 
team should they cheer on to Super 
Bowl victory and what should they eat 
while doing it?

More than 48 million people will 
order takeout or delivery this weekend 
according to the National Restaurant 
Association, and although Super Bowl 
Sunday might not be the biggest day 
of  the year for pizza sales, it’s always 
in the top fi ve.

Locally, pizza delivery restaurants 
are gearing up for the big day by add-
ing extra staff  and preparation time.

The weekend marks the fi rst pizza 
delivery weekend for Casey’s General 
Store, 1301 Canterbury, with deliv-

ery service being offered only since 
Wednesday. 

Manager Casey Carter, who has 
scheduled four delivery drivers for 
tonight, said she imagines it will be a 
busier Super Bowl than the business 
has experienced in past years.

“People would rather have you 
bring it (the pizza) to them than to 
have to leave the house,” she said.

At pizza restaurants all over town, 
extra crew members will be on hand 
to meet the increased demand. Staff-
ing at Domino’s Pizza will be doubled 
tonight.

“We know when the commer-
cial breaks are,” said manager Jeff  
Wildermuth. “That’s when everyone 
calls.”

A ‘super’-sized delivery
SEE BOE, A5

SEE PIZZA, A2
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HAYS DENTIST 
SUPPORTS DENTAL 

PRACTITIONER PROPOSAL
PAGE A3

SEE SMILES, A7

Ichabod
test

TIGERS’ HOOPS 
TEAMS FACE 

ROAD TEST AT 
WASHBURN.

PAGE B1

Game
time

GIANTS, PATRIOTS 
READY TO TAKE THE 
FIELD AFTER WEEKS 

OF PREPARATION.
PAGE B1

Agent of 
change
NEW EXTENSION 

AGENT BEGINS 
WORK IN ELLIS CO.

PAGE A3

Weather 
watch

TODAY: MOSTLY 
SUNNY. HIGHS IN 
THE UPPER 30S. 

NORTHWEST WINDS 
10 TO 15 MPH. 

GUSTS UP TO 25 
MPH.

Cozzia 
Massage Chairs

Starting At
$1399
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La-Z-Boy
Recliners
Starting At

$259

Lift  
Chairs

Starting At
$799


