
Dixie 
Rietzke, Kensing-

ton, gives a thumbs 
up to a ring toss partici-

pant Saturday night.
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STOCKTON — Emily 
Conyac had had quite the 
week already Wednesday at 
the Rooks County Fair, and 
she hadn’t even entered the 
show ring for the beef  show.

The longtime 4-H’er’s pig 
had jumped a gate during the 
swine show, and her steer had 
broken a chute in prepara-
tions for the beef  show.

“Her steer did this,” little 
brother Gage Conyac, 11, 
said while standing on top of  
the broken boards in what 
was left of  the chute.

And all Emily Conyac, 13, 
could do was roll her eyes 
at the chain of  events that 
transpired during the last 
fair in northwest Kansas this 
summer. 

The 133rd annual Rooks 
County Fair in Stockton 
wrapped up the slate of  fairs 
in northwest Kansas with 
buildings full of  exhibits and 
plenty of  entertainment for 
fair-goers during a week full 
of  events.

Conyac said working with 
pigs always has been easier for 
her than working with cattle, 
but even this year, that didn’t 
work in her favor.

“You just have to calm 
down and get them calm,” 
Conyac said when an animal 
misbehaves in the show ring.

That sense of  calm is some-
thing Evan Bebb might have 
needed last week as his oldest 
children prepared their 4-H 
projects for the fair.

“You’re always doing 

something last minute,” the 
Plainville dad of  four said.

And if  he has anything to 
say about it, he’ll be doing 
double those last-minute 
projects in the future as his 
youngest two children age 
into the 4-H program.

For now, though, they’re 
content to “ride rides and look 
at the animals,” Bebb said.

And that’s exactly why 
Kaylene Mongeau returned 
to her hometown fair this 
year, sharing it with her 
mother, Karleen Hrabe of  
Plainville, and two children 
and six grandchildren from 
Texas.

“They’ve never taken the 
kids to the fair before,” Mon-
geau said of  her children.

Mongeau grew up in 
Rooks County and was ex-
cited to watch as her grand-
children took in the sights and 
sounds of  the fair.

“It’s still fun now,” Mon-
geau said.

Hrabe said the races — this 
year that included motorcycle 
and stock car races — always 
have been a popular staple of  
the mid-August fair. And fam-
ily time continues to be one of  
the main events.

“It’s something you do 
every year,” Hrabe said. “We 
came to the fair every day with 
the kids. Tradition kind of.”
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Penny Dorn, left, Kensington, picks out flowers as part of a fundraiser for the Kensington Community Store 
with the help of Cindy Rahjes, Kensington. The summer fundraiser came to an end Saturday during Old Fash-
ioned Saturday Night in Kensington.
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KENSINGTON — Lawn chairs 
lined the shaded west side of  Main 
Street here Saturday night. There 
were lines for hamburgers, pie and 
walking tacos, and children couldn’t 
wait to dunk someone at the dunk 
tank.

It’s not exactly like it used to be, 
but it’s pretty darn close.

Old Fashioned Saturday Night, a 
tradition here for at least a quarter 
of  a century, brings people together, 
not just from Kensington, but from 
the surrounding area, too. 

This year, it also celebrated the 
town’s 125th anniversary. And every 
game and food booth supports 
something that keeps the town of  
470 people thriving.

“For a little town of  probably less 
than 500 people, they just have an 
incredible turnout,” Penny Dorn, 
Kensington, said as she ate some 
of  the aforementioned pie with her 
husband, Merle, and son, Chad. 
“Each year it gets bigger and bet-
ter.”

The Dorns have lived in Kens-
ington for approximately five years, 
moving here from Nebraska.

“It’s just so much fun to come 
to all the little town celebrations,” 
Dorn said. “We never had that in 
Nebraska, at least where we came 
from.”

Dorn was one of  many who 
helped support the Kensington 
Community Store, a community-
owned grocery store on Main 

Street, during the 
event. She bought 

a handful of  
flowers from 
Cindy Rahjes 
and her 6-year-

old grand-
daughter 
Lauren 
Dolezal as 
they led a 
wagon full 
of  them 

up and 
down 
Main 

Street on Saturday night.
During the summer, residents 

could have these flowers put in 
other residents’ yards for $5, then 
residents could have 
them removed from 
their yard for $5. 

It cost $5 to find 
out who put them 
in someone’s yard. 
And it was another 
$5 to buy “insur-
ance” to make sure the flowers 
never appeared in one’s yard again, 
Rahjes said. But all that came to an 
end Saturday night as she and her 
granddaughter sold the remaining 

flowers — many times the only 
color in drought-stricken 

yards across town this sum-
mer.

Children’s 
games including 

ring toss, feed the monkeys and 
more also benefited the store.

Much of  Old-Fashioned Satur-
day Night centers around children. 

It starts with a kid-
die parade, which 
features children in 
Power Wheels and 
leading their pets 
down Main Street.

“The kiddie pa-
rade is really special,” 

said Dorn, who saw her grandchil-
dren march through this year.

The Thunder Ridge junior 
and senior high cheerleaders and 
dance team members put on a 
show, which this year also featured 
40 young girls who participated in 
camp with the cheerleaders and 
dancers earlier in the week.

“The kids just have a ball,” Dorn 
said.

Just like old times

Cormik Hajek, 2, center, throws a bean bag during a kids’ game Satur-
day as his brothers, Carter, 5, left, and Cooper, 7, right, and mom, Carla 
Hajek, a Kensington native, watch.
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Trey Kuhlmann, Stockton, waters his Red Angus steer with 
help from Jerry Miller, Stockton, during the Rooks County 
Fair in Stockton.

4-H’ers learn to 
keep their cool

Emmett Howg, left, Stockton, helps Mario Thomas, 7, with 
his bingo card Wednesday at the fair.

“For a little town of probably less than 500  
people, they just have an incredible turnout.”
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