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Revamped Blackfriars Station heads Thameslink programme
Blackfriars Station’s 
makeover is a sneak 
preview of the many 
Thameslink projects 
that will improve 
transportation throughout 

Greater London writes Alyse DiNapoli

IN December, after what for many com-
muters has felt longer than a two-year 
programme, we will finally see what 

the new Blackfriars Station, an historic and 
key central London rail and Tube location, 
now spanning the Thames, will  look like.

Along with the re-opening of the under-
ground station, a new railway entrance, 
within walking distance of the Globe and 
Tate Modern, will open.  The South Bank 
entrance will provide next year’s Olympic 
visitors with easy access to the city’s attrac-
tions and will decrease congestion during 
the Games – 600,000 ticketed spectators 
are expected to use London’s transport sys-
tem on a daily basis during the Games, not 
including those visiting for wider Olympic 
celebrations.

It is expected that Thameslink  rush hour 
passengers will notice the decongestion well 
before the Games however.  The number 
of train carriages will increase from eight 
to 12 and, this, coupled with four services 
during each morning and evening peak, 
will translate to an extra 2,000 seats dur-
ing the busiest times.  The station will also 
provide direct access to Gatwick and Luton 
airports. 

 “Blackfriars is a key part of the 

Thameslink programme. It is a £6 billion 
project that will lengthen and relieve over-
crowding,” said Gareth Beazanat, commu-
nications manager at train operating com-
pany First Capital Connect.

The biggest part of the project has been 
the transformation of the 19th century 
Victorian bridge to a railway platform and 

the world’s largest solar bridge.  When it 
is completed in early 2012, the bridge will 
have 4,400 photovoltaic panels and will 
generate 50 per cent of the station’s energy. 
Sun pipes will be used for natural light-
ing, and rain harvesting devices will be 
installed as an eco-friendly drainage system 
providing water throughout the station.  
Other energy-efficient projects along the 
Thameslink route include natural lighting 
canopies above a new concourse at nearby 
London Bridge Station.

“The Victorian rail bridge at Blackfriars 
is part of our railway history. Constructed 
in the age of steam, we’re bringing it up to 
date with 21st century technology to create 
an iconic station for the city,” said Lindsey 
Vamplew, project director for Network 
Rail, the company responsible for much of 
the Blackfriars construction.  

However, Olympic visitors will not be 
able to enjoy all benefits of the Thameslink 
programme.  The concourse at London 
Bridge Station will be the largest in the 
UK and will link rail platforms with a new 
bus station, but its expected completion is 
in 2018.  

The programme, launched in 2009, is 
updating the entire Thameslink railway 
route with more frequent schedules and 
new trains with increased passenger capaci-
ties. Many stations, such as Blackfriars and 
London Bridge, will undergo mass expan-
sion. Currently, the route stretches from 
Bedford to Brighton, but more cross-Lon-
don routes will be added.

Christmas 2011 welcomes London 2012
Many Olympic visitors will arrive in London for the 2012 Games at St Pancras Station next 
summer. The Christmas tree - made of lego - will be long gone but the architectural grandeur 
and buzz of the railway terminus will remain and cannot fail to impress.
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