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Specials + interview

Empire State of

It seems as though Ammon Carver has been at it 
his whole life but really, it only took the New-Yorker 
four years to get from training show horses to 
scaling the globe as Matrix Artistic Designer. Some 
may attribute this success to his keen eye for style, 
charismatic charms or perhaps a natural talent for 
doing hair but we know better, and we say hard work 
pays off. Besides presently maintaining a base of 
loyal clientele at the exclusive Mizu Salon, Carver 
has got many works gracing high profile fashion 
and beauty publications- all these while also acing 
life as a platform artist, Public Service Ambassador, 
and key spokesperson for Matrix. The Global Design 
team member was in Singapore to conduct a series 
of cut and color seminars and join the panel of 
judges for Matrix Destination Fame- so we seized 
some time to scout out his creative mind. 

You got from training show horses to 
cutting hair. How did that jump happen?
By being willing to make a change in your 
life when a good opportunity comes. I never 
dreamt of becoming a hairdresser but the 
opportunity presented itself and I met a 
group of people that were so embracing and 
so open, I just knew I was addicted right 
away. I loved the hairdressing culture even 
before I knew I would be a hairdresser.

When was the moment you realized, "Ok, 
I made it"?
I still don’t know if I feel that way. I think my 
biggest, probably the coolest moment…one 
of the coolest for when I’ve felt amazing was 
when a new clients came into the salon and 
she turned to a photograph in a magazine 
of a haircut that she wanted and it was a 
picture that I had created and I was like, 
“That’s my work!” And I felt pretty cool.

How has becoming Matrix's global 
artistic designer helped you grow as a 
creative hair artist?
In leaps and bounds! Because now I’m a 
member of a team of people coming from 
all over the world and they are like the best 
of the best in their respective countries and 
so when we come together and collaborate, 
and feed off on them. Being a hairdresser is 
really about learning from other hairdressers. 
Its not “stealing” but it’s just really a matter 
of like you know, finding people that you find 
inspiring and mimicking and copying the 
things that they do that you really like and 
then making them your own. So, working 
with great people on a global setting 
definitely enhances the artist that I am. 

NYC is THE city of dreams, what do you 
think we can learn from the culture of the 
hair industry over there?
Well, the thing that’s great about New York 
City is that you have all walks of life so you 
can all sorts of influence there and they 
appreciate hair that’s really well done. You 
have people who live in the lower side of 
Manhattan who are a little bit more out 
and adventurous or punk with their looks. 

I guess something that you can learn from 
NYC is whether you’re wearing something that 
is conservative or progressive or something 
that’s very different it’s just a matter of self-
expression. People like work that’s done really 
well. Everybody there, whether you’re punk or 
conservative goes to a salon professional to 
get their hair done. Wherever you go, you get 
slumped with the question, “Where did you 
get your hair done?” It’s about looking like it’s 
done well. Not many people in NYC color their 
own hair. It’s evident.

What hair trends are you anticipating for 
2013?
As I’m going around the world, I’m seeing a 
trend in haircutting that has strong fork points, 
strong structured lines that meet and have 
some softness in the interior. It’s interesting to 
see because here in Asia, there’s still quite a 
bit of textured looks that are very popular, with 
lots of broken lines and swervy edges. I want 
to think that the trend we see coming is not a 
complete departure from that edgy texture but 
like coupling that movement with something 
strong. In terms of color, we’re seeing pops of 
color happening. Not so much like an all-over 
color graduation but in accent pieces for like a 
face-framing impact. 

Any tips for hairdressers wishing to break 
away from the mundane salon life?
Do it! I would say if you’re not happy or if 
you’re feeling bored working behind the chair 
then start to connect like, get involved in 

the world of a specialty you like, perhaps 
photography?- so you can start to see 
what it’s about and see if you’re involved. 
Also a great way to enhance what you 
do as a stylist is to get involved with the 
manufacturer from an education perspective 
so that you can work behind the stage in 
shows and you can work with artists from 
all over the world and get inspired by them. 
Even if it’s just prepping hair, you get to 
learn and see a different part of the industry 
than just working behind the chair. We have 
educators in this area working in the salon 
all the time but they also come to teach 
classes for us or support the seminars, and 
they would do color and see first hand the 
trends that I’m talking about. They get to 
experience it and implement it. 

Which Matrix product can you not do 
without? 
Oh my god. Where to start? Truthfully, 
everything! (Laughs) I’m a huge Design 
Pulse guy. I came to the brand because 
of Matrix color so it’s always going to be 
what holds me here. The color’s fantastic 
and affordable. Right now where I am in my 
career, I have become even more passionate 
about styling and finishing than I am about 
color. So a line like Design Pulse with all the 
different light textures and styling products..I 
would like, die without them. 

MIND

54

Text | Charmaine Teo


