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Column: New soccer league could
benefit OSU players

Posted: Wednesday, January 16, 2013 6:37 pm

By Jared Emerson Sports Reporter | 0 comments

 

As the saying goes, “Third time’s a charm,” and women’s
soccer fans are hoping the saying rings true for the sport
in America.

On Nov. 21, the U.S. Soccer Federation announced
plans to form the National Women’s Soccer League,
marking the third attempt to create a successful
women’s league in the U.S. in 13 years.

The first attempt, the Women’s United Soccer
Association, was created in 2000 after the success of
the national team in the 1999 World Cup. The league
folded in only three years in part because of low
attendance and lack of television ratings, and the
league spent most of its five-year budget in three years.

In 2009, Women’s Professional Soccer was created, this time with five teams instead of the eight the WUSA had.
Once again a lack of resources, planning and internal problems resulted in the league folding only a few months
after the end of its third season.

This time, the U.S. Soccer Federation is experienced and has a plan to combat the problems that doomed the
previous league, and the success of the National Women’s Soccer League is vital for the future of the game.

It’s no secret that women’s professional sports have not taken off in the same way as their men’s counterparts, but
soccer has an opportunity to change that. The United States Women’s National Team is No. 1 in the world and has
had more success than the men’s, including runners-up in the 2011 World Cup and a gold medal in the 2012
Olympics.

The best male players go overseas to play instead of going to the MLS. The major European leagues are shown in
America as it is, so watching players such as Clint Dempsey, Tim Howard and Stuart Holden is as easy as turning
on the television.

That’s not the same case for women. There are women’s leagues in Europe, and I’ve heard of them. The problem
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is you don’t see them in America. The Women’s U.S. National Team has had household name players such as
Michelle Akers, Mia Hamm and Brandi Chastain, who have inspired young girls for years.

The growth of women’s soccer can be attributed to the efforts of those women, and the lack of a professional
league in the U.S. would either cripple or entirely destroy everything they’ve worked for.

When boys go out to play sports with their friends, they always pretend they are a certain athletes. For example,
for basketball LeBron James, for football it might be Peyton Manning. Abby Wambach, Alex Morgan, Hope Solo
and others can be those models for future soccer players, but only if the league succeeds.

Oklahoma State coach Colin Carmichael realizes the importance of a successful women’s professional league. He
said an example of its impact is reflected with the Cowgirls.

“You look at our community, I think a lot of the young players in Stillwater look up to Krista Lopez and then AD
Franch and Melinda Mercado,” Carmicahel said. “When you take that nationally, those players are looking up to
the Mia Hamms and Abby Wambachs. I think it’s huge.

“I’ll be fully supportive of the league. Anything I can do; I’ll go to games if I can and watch them play, and watch
them play on TV. Hopefully the soccer community can really get behind it.”

The league has an effect at OSU as well. Cowgirls Franch and Carson Michalowski, who both finished their
eligibility in November, are entering the inaugural collegiate draft to take place Friday.

Franch should be taken early, and Carmichael said Michalowski wasn’t ready to give up soccer yet and is looking
at her options, whether that’s in the NWSL or elsewhere.

The league gives those two, and others like them, an opportunity to play soccer against some of the best
competition without having to leave their families and go overseas.

This is especially important for Franch, who has national team ambitions. Carmichael said Franch was trying to
decide whether she should finish school before she plays or leaves to play. The NWSL gives her a platform where
her talents are out there.

“I think that was a big factor in AD’s decision,” Carmichael said. “The fact that she would like to represent the U.S.
in the Olympics or the World Cup. To do that this is probably the best opportunity to make that happen.”

There are eight teams in the new league; the closest to Oklahoma is FC Kansas City. Franch is from Salina Kan.,
less than three hours away. FC Kansas City has the third pick, so there is a possibility Franch could end up in her
home state. Regardless, Carmichael said Franch is excited for the opportunity.

Unfortunately, the proposition of a new, sturdy league came too late for some. The Boston Breakers selected
former defender Melinda Mercado 16th overall in the 2012 WPS draft. Unfortunately, the league folded and
arguably the best defender to put on the Cowgirl uniform was left without a team. That’s what happens when
women’s professional sports have struggled to find a hold in America.

A year later and there’s a new league with a new draft, but because Mercado has been out of college for a year,
she is a free agent, not a draft prospect and Carmichael says he thinks she’s moved on and doesn’t plan to go
back.

Regardless of her stance now, teams would be remiss to not give Mercado, an All-American her senior year, a call.

There’s no denying that women’s soccer is on the rise, arguably the biggest in women’s sports. Excitement about
the national team’s success can only last for so long, and the key to the longevity of the sport is the success of the
National Women’s Soccer League.
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