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Coach Josh Holliday leads the
new-look Cowboys into baseball
season
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There are some familiar faces, but the 2013 Cowboy baseball team will have a new identity.

Oklahoma State opens its season Feb. 15 on the road against New Mexico without coach Frank Anderson for the
first time in nine years. After a disappointing 35-25 record a year ago, Josh Holliday was brought in from Vanderbilt
to become the 15th head baseball coach at Oklahoma State. Holliday played at OSU in the late ’90s and is the first
former player to coach at OSU.

“I’m nervous a little bit, to be honest with you,” Holliday said. “Excited about all the things that we’ve got to make
sure are in place so that this first trip and this first experience as a group goes the way you want it to.

“I think that’s human nature. You’re excited about something, kind of like when you’re awaiting the arrival of your
first child, it’s kind of exciting and nerve-wracking at the same time. You don’t want to mess anything up.”

Coaching changes can be tough on a team, especially for second year players who have already spent a year
learning the old coach’s methods. Sophomore Zach Fish said this wasn’t the case for the Cowboys, however, and
everyone made a comfortable transition.

“(Holliday) made it smooth, he really did,” Fish said. “It was one of the easier things that I’ve ever had to do.
Everybody’s going to be nervous with a new coaching staff, but with him, he has such a passion for the game that
it just rubs off on everybody else.”

Along with Holliday comes a mentality that Fish said has the Cowboys ready for the season. Players are coming to
practice excited every day, and Fish said everybody is pulling for each other to get better, rather than focusing on
the individual.

“Back when even he was here, they were fierce, they loved where they went to school and they had such a
passion of the game,” Fish said. “I think that with the way that they’ve been coaching us, teaching us over the fall, I
think it’s really going to help us.”
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The Cowboys struggled on the road last season and lost key players, including ace pitcher Andrew Heaney, who is
now in the Florida Marlins minor league system. Cowboy fans shouldn’t expect a massive turnaround in the first
season. Holliday has a basic goal for the team, but one he said he thinks will help them down the road.

“My goal is that every single time we suit up we’re prepared, we respect the opportunity we have and we get better
every day,” Holliday said. “I think if that’s what occurs, the expectations will take care of themselves.”

Holliday said he doesn’t like to get too far ahead when setting goals because it can limit the team. At the same
time, setting a goal that, midway through the season, the Cowboys realize they can’t reach, hurts the team as well.
Instead, Holliday’s approach is the old cliché: Take it one game at a time.

“If they start to buy into that, they’ll realize that’s the way baseball is played,” Holliday said. “It’s a daily game; it’s a
lot like life. If you have seven days a week and three of them you wake up on the wrong side of the bed, that’s not
a good week. You gotta wake up seven days a week with the right framework of what your day’s about.”
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