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Webb continues to fight for his National Criminal Justice Act
Sen. Jim Webb’s, D-Va., National Criminal Justice Act could save tax payers billions of dollars annually and keep communities safer. (NEWS)
States are spending $44 billion a year on prisons, which cuts budgets for schools, according to a press release on Webb’s Web site. That money isn’t being used to effectively help inmates. Prisoners have few opportunities to educate themselves, learn new skills or get drug treatment and two out of three ends back up in prison. If this trend continues, in a decade the U.S. will have more inmates than teachers, according to a press release on Webb’s Web site. (SCOPE)

Webb intends to reform the criminal justice system at a local, state and national level. His focus is prevention. America’s incarceration rate is five times the world average, according to Webb’s bill, S.714. The current system is “A national disgrace,” Webb said on a press release on his Web site, and “Its irregularities and inequities cut against the notion that we are a society founded on fundamental fairness.” (IMPACT)


Experts agree with Webb. In a hearing before the subcommittee on crime and drugs on June 11, five witnesses, such as Pat Nolan, vice president of Prison fellowship, spoke in support of Webb’s National Criminal Justice Act, urging the committee to reform the criminal justice system. According to the testimonies, these five agree that the system isn’t working and its costing tax payer’s money. (CONTEXT)

S. 714 is growing in popularity and is now supported by 42 organizations and co-sponsored by 27 senators, according to statistics on Webb’s Web site. (EDGE)

In his Floor speech introduction of the National Criminal Justice Act Webb shows the inadequacies of the criminal justice system. “We have 5 percent of the world’s population; we have 25 percent of the world’s known prison population,” Webb said. “There are only two possibilities here: either we have the most evil people on earth living in the United States; or we are doing something drastically wrong in terms of how we approach the issues of criminal justice.” America has had a 1,200 percent increase in drug incarceration since 1980 and there are four times as many mentally ill in prison than in institutions. These are only a few reasons America needs to reform it’s criminal justice system, Webb said in his floor speech.
 “I don’t think were getting our moneys worth in public safety,” Pat Nolan said in his statement before the subcommittee. He cited several examples that are costing tax payers money and are ineffective, like spending $30,000 a year to hold a drug addicted prisoner with no treatment. He also discussed the mentally ill and overcrowding, which can lead to sexual abuse. “We just can’t sustain the continued expansion of prisons because corrections budgets are literally eating up state budgets, siphoning off money that could be going to schools, roads and hospitals,” Nolan said.
Webb wants to make America’s system more like that of Japan, providing prison employees with more training and an internal promotional system that provides a quality career path. This will ensure highly trained people that can help inmates, he said in his floor speech. 
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