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 The first work I consider to be significant is one of my earliest entries at Rogers State University. 

During my first semester I took Small Group Communications and discovered a small taste to what the 

Communications Major had to offer. Much of what students are taught in Small Group Communication 

form the base of everything we are striving to learn in the Communications course at RSU. And for one 

of the most important projects in the class our groups needed to find a cause and either add support to 

or create a group that would need promotion. My group and I decided that we would establish an 

organization for helping promote recycling and volunteer time to take an active role in cleaning up their 

community. This assignment allowed me to explore the possibilities a determined group can achieve. 

This first small group assignment also helped me shape the fundamental skills that form the base of my 

repertoire. This included establishing a working relationship with my small group to delegate tasks 

between ourselves and being able to professionally critique our involvement honestly. Our group 

needed to prepare a script and make a short Public Service Announcement video. At this point I had yet 

to take a video editing course but was up to the challenge of assisting the production of the video. The 

video was also loaded on to YouTube to attempt to reach a larger audience. It was my first hands on 

experience using social media to support a cause. We also created a slogan and utilized the artistic 

talents of one of our group members to create a matching visual.  

My largest contributions is one that I have carried on in nearly every class I have attended at Rogers 

State University; the ability to design more personalized and relevant graphics with my PowerPoint 

presentations. The use of graphics to display information is a recurring task in the Corporate 



Communications. What this assignment taught me was all the essential skills I would need and expand 

on while attending Rogers State University.  

 One of the next important assignments I included was a script written for the Corporate Media 

Production course I took under Lee Williams. One of the main reasons I included this script was this was 

the first time my assignment included an actual client. The final assignment required small groups to 

develop a publicity advertisement for the Jim Davis Arms and Historical Museum. This video 

advertisement was very important to me because it required me to step out of my usual comfort zone. 

Working with a real client was also very important. I had a client who I had to work with who also had a 

very unique function, which made it all the more interesting to write for.  

In my group I was responsible for writing the script for our video. This assignment helped me learn to 

cope with what resources are available. My overall theme for the commercial was to address and 

emphasize the importance of weapons on history, specifically American History. The video was only 30 

seconds long and needed to be able to convey a historical sentiment through the character of “the 

Sherriff” who was supplied by Professor Williams as an invaluable marketing tool as well in my group’s 

case, an artifact. This video assignment helped me explore my creative ability with a real life client as 

well as the real world challenges you will face when preparing a video. I sacrificed variety for the sake of 

simplicity and continuity. These are some of the easier tasks when shooting an advertisement on-site. 

The museum was the center focus but the museum itself was a difficult location to shoot a video. The 

lighting was very dim and we were limited on our lamps ability and number. We were also not prepared 

for the reflection off the display glass. This assignment helped me to better anticipate and resolve 

production difficulties in future projects. Looking back at this script it seems all the more important now. 

If I had to shoot this video again today how would I approach it? With all the recent gun related 



atrocities that have made headline news would my historical approach still be the best approach? When 

reviewing this script that was the question I ask myself the most.  

 My third is my study regarding the use of electronic devices in classrooms for the 

Communication Research Methods class. Overall the course was crucial in understanding the 

importance of developing research techniques. Whether the research was scholarly or conducted in the 

field personally, the course and this assignment in particular showed me the importance of qualitative 

and quantitative research. While the need for raw quantitative data will be in high demand, the 

individual cannot ever be underestimated. My research assignment found me looking at established 

research as well as conducting my own surveys attempting to discern any patterns between age and 

gender primarily. This scholarly research assignment required a great deal of initial background research 

and led me to use several other methods to retrieve data for my research. I was able to observe 

students in my own classrooms on a regular basis as well as sit in on other classes and observe other 

students as well. I documented the number of students who would check their cell phones or engage in 

any use of media devices that was not class related.  

These observations exercises helped me improve my observation techniques. What I took from this 

assignment the most was how crucial qualitative data is to communications research. While the 

quantitative method may be able to produce a larger number of results, the benefit of qualitative 

research was undeniable in my research. The insight on personal motives as well as their perceptions on 

others adds context and details that quantitative methods can overlook. When considering the overall 

importance of this scholarly research assignment I consider if I wasn’t conducting it as an educational 

study on how distracting media devices can be in the classroom, but if I was conducting this study for a 

media technology corporation. Now if this corporation was wanting to know what brands of devices are 

being used by college students in college classrooms and campuses as well as who uses it, the 



experiences I gained could help me better understand the media technology trends by today’s college 

students as well help me find ways to make improvements to existing products or advertisement 

strategies. My scholarly research project also introduced me to the importance of using proper channels 

and informed consent documentation regarding the use of volunteers for any and all research and 

productions. There are administrative, legal and ethical concerns that must be taken into account for 

any research, scholarly or marketing oriented.  

 My last entry is an argumentative speech I prepared for Argumentation and Persuasion. Before 

the final debate we were assigned to select a topic of our own to support the change of or to defend it. I 

decided to address the status of Oklahoma’s Department of Corrections. Specifically I was trying to 

argue a sentencing reform for nonviolent drug offenders. The reason this assignment was significant was 

it strengthened my research and presentation skills. One of the benefits of my topic was that it 

concerned an issue that I genuinely feel is being overlooked and is completely relevant. The 

argumentative speech required me to find the pertinent statistics to support my cause while being able 

to present it in a concise and systematic demonstration to both inform and persuade. It gave me an 

opportunity to treat the research for this persuasive speech with the mindset that I would I present this 

to representatives from the Oklahoma Department of Corrections. This means that my solution had to 

be equally researched and considered by others. This required an understanding of the current 

problems as well as the perception of the current problems. The persuasive speech required a more 

professional etiquette than we were used to as students; there was no PowerPoint’s or podiums at the 

front of a classroom, but instead this persuasive speech was conducted in the production studio using 

teleprompter cameras. What this assignment required from me was being able to address a public out 

of the traditional schoolroom setting. This gave me a first-hand experience of delivering a proposal to a 

group of peers. This first persuasive speech provided a more professional and realistic setting to prepare 

me for future engagements. Being able to maintain composure while switching from camera to camera 



or just delivering extemporaneously can be nervous to anyone. But the experience I was able to gain 

from presenting this kind of research and personal problem solving combined with the method of 

presentation was important in improving my delivery skills.   

These assignments have been essential in developing my skills at Rogers State University. From 

developing presentation material, conducting research for different projects or research, to writing 

scripts and presentations; I have learned a great deal from these assignments.  


