Alumni Spotlight Interview: Joseph Colasanti, Class of 2006

Hi Joe! Great to be speaking with you! What is your current job title? 

I currently work as a "Creative Production Assistant for Celebrity Segments" at The Wendy Williams Show. 

What is a typical day like at your job? 

I get to work at 7:00 AM and make sure everything is in order for my segments for our live show that day. We have a production meeting at 7:30 AM where my Executive Producer goes over everything that will happen in the show, so that everyone is on the same page. From 8:00 AM to10:00 AM, we all prepare for our segments, wait for our guests to arrive, adjust for any changes in the script, etc. At 10:00 AM we go live in the studio. After the show, we have a meeting about the next day, and then I go back to the office and move on to the next segment.

Tell us about your organization. Why is it an ideal place to work? 

It's a great place to work. It changes everyday. It is fun. It is challenging. Keeps me on my toes.

What is the most rewarding aspect of your job? 

Watching a segment go from idea to fruition, and knowing I had a hand in making it happen. 
How did you know your industry was for you? 

From a very young age, I was interested in television, movies, and pop culture—and not just for the entertainment value. I was the kid who would watch the director commentaries on DVD's. It was something I always wanted to get into, but knew that it was unlikely. When I got to college, I chose my major and went on from there.

What did you major in at Montclair State? 

I majored in Broadcasting.

Any standout courses that helped you choose your career path?

Montclair’s Broadcasting program is one of the best. Many of the people I graduated with have gone on to find great jobs in the industry. Larry Londino, Dave Sanders, and Thom Gencarelli were the best team, and they really taught me the fundamentals of Television Production.

What skill do you value most as a professional in your field? 

People skills, organizational skills, time management, and resourcefulness.
What is the best advice you've ever received? 

In reference to the industry? Well, Production is a lot of work… long hours and very stressful. At one of my first jobs, my Executive Producer spoke to us about all he wanted and expected for the season, but ended his talk with "...but at the end of the day, it's just TV." He meant that things might not always go how we plan them, and some things might not work out how we want, but it isn't the end of the world.  So I try to always keep things in perspective.

Great advice. One last question… What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? 

In the little spare time I have, I just like to see my family and friends and relax.
[image: image1.jpg]



