
MINUTES OF THE AABPA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  

 

JUNE 12, 2012  

 

The National Executive Board meeting was called to order at 12:15 PM by President Jon Stehle 

at the U.S. Government Accountability Office, 441 G Street NW, Washington, D.C. Board 

members present via teleconference were Jon Stehle, Melissa Neuman, Judy Thomas, Melissa 

Merrell, George Krumbhaar, Juliet Vargas and Karen Kunz. Also in attendance were Mariana 

Matthews, Ashley Shen, Joan McKean, Ben Wilson and Sara Gruss. 

 

Minutes from May 8, 2012 were approved as presented.  

 

No comments on agenda. 

 

Steph Stehle wanted to remind the Board that Jon Stehle will be unavailable for July due to the 

pending arrival of the newest and smallest Stehle. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Board Members noted that the AABPA is currently running a 

$6,000.00 reserve surplus as planned.  

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: Board members were asked to follow up with 5 people who had not 

yet renewed their membership. Karen Kunz and Melissa Neuman reported that only 2 Board 

members sent follow-ups. The list will be sent out again to Board members who are encouraged 

to reach out to 5 expired members within their departments. Everyone will have the same 

agencies as last time. Please email Mariana.Matthews@aabpa.org with updated membership 

information.  

 

After discussion, the Board requested that Jon Stehle and Mariana Matthews work with Karen 

Kunz to develop options for how student members will transition to regular members once they 

are no longer students. The team will report back on options at the July Board meeting. 

 

OFFICE UPDATE: Jon Stehle reported that the new Board packets and minutes from the 

previous Board meeting will be sent to all Board members the Friday before the Board meeting. 

Mariana Matthews will be in charge of preparing and sending out the Board agenda. Please have 

all material submitted to Mariana Matthews a week before the Board meeting. The July Board 

meeting is still set to be on July 10, 2012 at 12:15 PM.  

 

RECENT/UPCOMING EVENTS: The Annual Meeting will be held on June 28th with location 

TBA. Melissa Merrell suggested Tonic near GW as a location. Ballot timing was explained that 

once the Board approves the ballot it will be sent out as a PDF email, with instructions on how to 

print, fill out and send back in. Jon Stehle also noted a hard copy will be sent out as well. This 

will give a two week time to postmark and return the ballot.  

 

The Intern Program on July 11th at GW confirmed a running registration of 40 current 

participants, with a goal of 80 registrants. Melissa Merrell discussed advertisement for the event 

as well as emails between speakers and panel sessions. The team is currently looking for an 



interactive networking session speaker and asked for suggestions. Sallyanne Harper, a speaker at 

a previous symposium was suggested. Jon Stehle suggested handing out four free memberships; 

the Board approved.  

 

The Next Generation for Government Leaders hosted by GovLoop will be on July 26-27th. It 

was discussed that AABPA will lead a breakout session on the 27th, although AABPA will be 

involved in both days. AABPA will continue the discussion on high performance budgeting 

process with Grant Thornton and the Federal Consulting Alliance. 

 

SYMPOSIUM UPDATE: The Board reviewed the symposium budget and showed a net gain of 

$13,000.00. Two Kubat Awards were presented at the symposium. Ben Wilson and Board 

thanked Jon Stehle and planning crew for their hard work. Joan McKean was also acknowledged 

for pushing to meet deadlines. The interactive tools used during the presentation were mentioned 

as being an “effective interactive game.” Juliet Vargas will have the results of the survey for the 

July Board meeting.  

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Proposed Board slate including responsibilities was approved 

by the Board. For the Fall Symposium, Sara Gruss will be acting as a contract coordinator and 

Ashley Shen will serve as the assistant director.  

Karen Kunz reported that they are continuing to help with the AABPA Speakers Bureau.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: The Board indicated that student reporter minutes should be published and 

August will serve as the new date. Membercentric report/symposium update will be updated and 

presented in August Board agenda. AABPA examined AGA’s Membercentric report as a 

reporting model.  

 

The Board half-day retreat will be held in the August time frame. More information to come at 

the July Board meeting. 

 

The Board announced the June 12, 2012 meeting to be Jon’s final Board meeting. The Board 

praised Jon’s leadership, dedication and hard work to leave AABPA in the BLACK. Motion for 

Jon’s leadership and thank you given. Motion approved.  

 

The next Board meeting will be July 10, 2012. 

The AABPA Board meeting adjourned 12:53PM 


