Peter Buchman Discusses the Path to Writing Professionally

Finding a good creative writing program is something many who are serious about writing professionally inevitably chalk up as a ‘must-do’ before embarking on their careers. Because there are so many aspects to consider when determining a good fit—Is a notable alumni more important than a distinguished faculty? Or should well-funded programs be prioritized?—it’s perhaps helpful to start by considering the basics.

A first step might be to hone in on what type of writing to focus on. Depending on the program chosen, courses can range from literary and playwriting to creative nonfiction and science fiction writing.

It’s also helpful to decide whether a standard on-campus program or a low-residency alternative is more suitable. The latter is ideal for writers-to-be who are comfortable working solo, something those seeking a freelance writing career will have to get used to anyway.

Finally, to narrow down the list, a realistic budget is important. While a Pulitzer-magnet Ivy League program may have obvious appeal, a little research might reveal that a state university offers the same or more for much less.

About the Author:
A professional screenwriter and L.A. resident for the past 14 years, Peter Buchman earned a BA in English Literature and Creative Writing from Oberlin College. His credits include Jurassic Park III, Eragon, and Che: Part One and Part Two.
