
 

 
 

February 11, 2013 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I have had the pleasure of working with Zachary VanSickle for most of this school year.  

I have taught 15 years in the Howell Public School District.  As a special education 

teacher, I have worked with many experienced teachers.  Mr. VanSickle holds many of 

the same outstanding qualities that I see in those teachers.   

 

Mr. VanSickle has a passion for teaching and making connections with his students. He is 

very confident in his knowledge of the subject area and equally confident in his ability to 

handle a classroom. He is very dependable and takes pride in doing a thorough job.  He 

efficiently works with people and is always open to suggestions and new ideas.  Mr. 

VanSickle has had a very diverse group of students to work with this year.  He has an 

amazing ability to understand the needs of his more challenging students, and adapts 

assignments and classroom discipline in order to fit each of their individualized needs. He 

understands these children and how their disabilities affect them in all of their 

environments. Mr. VanSickle has the patience and understanding needed to deal with the 

difficulties that often accompany so many of our special education and at risk students.  

  

I feel that Mr. VanSickle can empathize with kids, yet maintain the professional distance 

you need to have in order to be successful in the classroom.  Through our conversations 

and his classroom performance, Mr. VanSickle favors preventative strategies and the use 

of school guidelines for behavior problems. He is willing to give up his free time during 

lunch and afterschool to deal with problems varying from classroom discipline to 

assisting students with make-work or re-teaching concepts.  We have talked about the 

importance of good classroom management techniques and Mr. VanSickle has 

incorporated many different strategies throughout the year into his teaching practice.   

 

I would feel very fortunate to be able to work with Mr. VanSickle.  I believe he would be 

an excellent addition to any staff.  As Mr. VanSickle gains experience over time and 

perfects his craft, he will develop into an excellent teacher and professional. If you have 

any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at housec@howellschools.com.  

 

Sincerely,   

 
Christina R. House  

Special Education  

Highlander Way Middle School 
511 North Highlander Way 

Howell, MI 48843 


