Ethan Draddy: An Overview of Scouting Programs by Age

A long-time executive leader with the Boy Scouts of America (BSA), Ethan Draddy currently serves as CEO and Scout Executive for the BSA’s Baltimore Area Council. Under his leadership, the council serves close to 36,000 youth throughout Maryland every year.

Most people are aware that youth of many different ages can join Boy Scouts of America, but they may not be as familiar with the breakdown of the available programs. The youngest group of eligible boys, from 7 to 10 years of age, are classified as Cub Scouts. Established in 1930, 20 years after the incorporation of Boy Scouts of America, the Cub Scout program enjoys the distinction of being today’s most popular scouting program, with more than 1.5 million members in 2011.

11-year-old to 17-year-old boys participate in Boy Scouts, the BSA’s original program. After the age of 14, boys can choose to continue in Boy Scouts or participate in various alternative programs. Varsity Scouting serves boys 14 to 17 years of age and focuses on personal development, advancement, service, adventure, and special programs. Venturing, BSA’s newest program that was initiated in 1998, welcomes young men and women aged 14 to 20.

All scouting programs feature a strong outdoor activities component and focus on helping young people achieve healthy and sociable lifestyles that help them mature into responsible adults. 
