
says today. 

 

Five Christmases later, 

Glenn says the memory of 

that early success—and 

others like it—is what 

keeps him going. Glenn 

and Sherri have represent-

ed over 33 children in the 

system, almost all of them 

together. While they share 

a commitment to contrib-

uting to their community, 

each brings different 

strengths to their cases. 

Glenn, a retired Air Force 

security policeman, is com-

fortable dealing with con-

flict, such as interviewing 

incarcerated parents in 

prison or stepping into a 

hostile setting. Sherri is at 

her best talking with medi-

cal professionals, teachers 

and others involved in the 

children’s lives.  

 

“While I’m much more 

willing to get into the con-

frontational situations, 

 “I moved again. Will Santa 

not know where I’m at? 

Because he forgot me last 

year.” 

 

It was one of Glenn and 

Sherri Eckhardt’s first cases 

as CASA volunteers. Four 

little boys had been re-

moved from their mother’s 

care. Glenn and Sherri met 

with the children, and they 

met with the mother—

when she would let them 

into the house. Despite 

everyone’s best efforts, 

ultimately the judge deter-

mined that the mother 

could not make a safe home 

for her children, and her 

parental rights were termi-

nated.  

 

Glenn and Sherri were de-

termined to ensure that the 

boys stay together. After 14 

months—and just two days 

before Christmas—a loving 

foster family adopted all 

four boys. 

 

“Seeing them come into a 

family that is loving, caring, 

and eager to adopt them, 

knowing that they would 

finally have a happy holiday 

together—it was like a 

made for TV movie!” Glenn 
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  Saint Francis Community Services is a community-based service 

provider, caring for nearly 4,000 children and families annually 
throughout Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Mississippi. Since 1945, 

Saint Francis has worked to strengthen families. As a faith-based or-
ganization, our mission is to be an instrument of healing for children, 

youths, and families in spirit, mind, and body, so they live responsibly 
and productively with purpose and hope.  

 
Working hand-in-hand with the Courts and community organizations like CASA, Saint Fran-

cis Community Services offers compassionate care to children who are placed in out-of-
home settings. The need continues to grow for foster and adoptive homes all over, but the 

greatest need in our area is in Ellis County. Currently 37 children are in need of foster 
homes and 11 children are awaiting adop-

tion in Ellis county. 
 

Working with CASA is an important com-
ponent for offering the children of Ellis, 

Rooks, Trego, and Gove counties the best 
in care. 

 
For more information about Saint 

Francis, visit www.st-francis.org or  
call 1-800-423-1342.  

Foster Parents in greater Hays Area NEEDED 

Court Appoint Special Advocates (CASAs) are volunteers trained to be advocates 

for children who have been abused and neglected and are under the protection of 

the court. The volunteers are appointed by the judge to meet regularly with the 

child, review records, and talk to family members and professionals involved in 

the child's case. They report information to the judge, make recommendations to 

promote the child's best interests, and monitor compliance with the court's or-

ders until the child has been placed in a safe, permanent home.  

You can Make a Difference 

Page 2 

Spring/ Summer 
 2013 

Special Thank You to Assistant District Attorney Charlene Brubaker, 

Judge Douglas Bigge, staff at DCF, St. Francis Community Services and 

all of the GAL attorneys in our area for your hard work and dedication 

to children need of care. 



Child Abuse Prevention: Keeping Your Family Strong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every family has strengths, and every family faces challenges. When you are under 
stress—the car breaks down, you or your partner lose a job, a child’s behavior is difficult, or 
even when the family is experiencing a positive change, such as moving into a new home—
sometimes it takes a little extra help to get through the day. 

Protective factors are the strengths and resources that families draw on when life gets diffi-
cult. Building on these strengths is a proven way to keep the family strong and prevent child 
abuse and neglect. This tip sheet describes six key protective factors and some simple 
ways you can build these factors in your own family. 

Protect Factor and What It Means What You Can Do 
Nurturing and Attachment: 

Our family shows how much we love each other 

• Take a few minutes at the end of each day to connect with 

your children (with a hug, smile, song, or listening). 

• Find ways to engage your children while completing every-

day tasks (meals, shopping, driving in the car). Ask them 
open ended questions or play simple games. 

Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development: 

I know parenting is part natural and part learned. I am always 
learning new things about raising children and what they can do 
at different ages. 

• Explore parenting questions with your family doctor, child’s 

teacher, family, or friends. 

• Subscribe to a magazine, website, or online newsletter 

about child development. 

• Take a parenting class. 

Parental Resilience: 

I have courage during stress and the ability to bounce back            
from challenges. 

• Surround yourself with people who you can share your feel-

ings with, who will support you and make you feel good 
about yourself. 

• Take quiet time to reenergize. 

• Do some physical exercise to relieve stress. 

Social Connections: 

I have friends, family, and neighbors who help out and provide 
emotional support. 

• Participate in neighborhood/ religious/ community activities 

• Join a playgroup or online support group of parents with 

children at similar ages 

Concrete Support for Parents: 

Our family can meet our day-to-day needs, including housing, 
food, health care, education, and counseling. I know where to 
find help if I need it. 

• Make a list of people or places to call for support. 

• Dial “2-1-1” to find out about organizations that support fami-

lies in your area. 

Social and Emotional Competence of Children: 

My children know they are loved, feel they belong, and are able 
to get along with others. 

• Provide regular routines, especially for young children. 

Make sure everyone who cares for your children in aware of 
your routines around mealtimes, naps, and bedtime. 

• Talk to your children about how important feelings are. 

• Teach and encourage children to solve problems in  age-

appropriate ways.  



Prevent Child Abuse 
America's Pinwheels for 
Prevention ® campaign is 
an effort by to change the 
way our nation thinks about 
prevention and how we can 
deliver on our commitment 
to America's children.  As 
the new symbol for child 
abuse and neglect preven-
tion, the pinwheel is an 
uplifting reminder of child-
hood and the bright futures 
all children deserve. 
We are focused on com-
munity activities and public 
policies that prioritize pre-
vention from the start to 
make sure child abuse and 
neglect never occur.  We 
want to reinforce the notion 
that healthy child develop-
ment serves as a founda-

tion for both community 
and economic develop-
ment. 
With more than 2.3 million 
pinwheels distributed since 
April 2008 and pinwheel 
activities in nearly every 
state, Pinwheels for Pre-
vention is taking root.  Now 
it's your turn to make a 
difference.  
 
CASA of the High Plains, 
Inc will be posting Pin-
wheels for Prevention on 
Friday, April 5th on the 
Ellis County Courthouse 
Lawn to represent the 
number of children who 
are currently in the system 
for abuse or neglect.  
 
Other activities have also 

been scheduled to raise 
awareness in our area 
including Wear Blue Days 
for kids, the Family Fun 
Fest, the Rooks County 
Health Fair and more. 
 
See upcoming events 
and/or contact the 
CASA office at 
785.628.8641 or 
KSCASA23@gmail.com 

if you are interested 
in helping with any of 
these opportunities. 

Pinwheels for Prevention 
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Sherri is more comfortable in the nurturing situations. Put the two together and we work out 

well,” says Glenn. 

 

Glenn and Sherri’s success in giving abused and neglected children a voice and helping them find 

safe and permanent homes was recently recognized by the Florida State Guardian ad Litem pro-

gram, which named them 2012 Florida GAL Volunteers of the Year.  

 

“We were very surprised to be recognized in this way. We are part of a community of amazing 

volunteers,” says Sherri. “Glenn and I could not have won this award apart from each other. We 

feel very blessed. Together we make a great team.” 

 

Glenn and Sherri Eckhardt are two of more than 77,000 CASA and guardian ad litem volunteers working 

to ensure that abused and neglected children have the experiences that all children deserve—including 

happy holidays with a loving family. 

Teaming Up to Change Children’s Lives  continued... 
Our organization is thriv-

ing growing in leaps and 

bounds to advocate for 

the needs of abused and 

neglected children. Still, 

the need for more commu-

nity awareness for CASA 

and for the needs of 

abused and neglected chil-

dren in our area is evident. 

If you or any group/ or-

ganization that you are 

involved in would like to 

schedule CASA of the 

High Plains as a guest 

speaker, please let us 

know at 785.628.8641 or 

via email at 

KSCASA23@gmail.com. 

Side Note from  

the Executive Director... 

Would you like to “team-up” with your spouse in             

advocating for children?  

We are currently looking for couples to be CASA volunteers! For more infor-

mation on becoming a CASA volunteer see our website at KansasCASA.org/ 

or call the CASA office at 785-628-8641 
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CASA of the High Plains, Inc.’s Third Annual Valen-
tine’s Evening event February 8, 2013 at the Fanchon 
Ballroom, Hays, Kansas was a wonderful success. Not 

only was this a fun and memorable evening of giving with a delicious dinner, lively auctions– it was a won-
derful evening of supporting our community. The diamond earring raffle was won by Dan Eaton, the Men's 

Bulova watch winner was Kevin & JoAnne Swayne, and the Google tablet raffle winner was Marissa Johnson. 
Thank you Diamond R Jeweler’s, Wal-mart, and all those who participated in these raffles. 
 
We sincerely appreciate your thoughtfulness in giving through 
sponsorship, donation of auction item(s), and in bringing your 
friends and loved ones to this event. We raised over $20,000 and 6 
possible volunteers from this event. These funds will go directly to 
recruitment, training, and the management of volunteers to advo-
cate for abused and neglected children in our court system.  
 

Mark your calendars for next year– and anticipate more 
details to come! 

2013 Valen�ne’s Evening to benefit a Child in Need 

Thank you to all who par�cipated and donated... 

Our thanks to our Auc�oneer, Robert L. (Bob) Munsch,  

Kari Haas, our Cookie & Cupcake Queen from Par�es by Design, 

Emprise Bank and Bank of Hays for the dona�on of the complimentary table wine. 

 

We would like to recognize Complete Music for providing music, Sarah Reynolds from Picture You Photography for taking 

couples shots, and addi�onal thanks go to the Fanchon Ballroom for their �me, efforts and exper�se.  

         

A very special Thank You to our 2013 Sponsors: 

Advocate for a Child 

Commerce Bank 

 

Friend of a Child 

Dick Werth 

Nex Tech Rural Telephone 

Walmart Supercenter 

Cedar Lodge Dental Group 



CASA of the High Plains, Inc.  

is on Facebook.com/

district23casa  

 

 

I AM FOR THE CHILD 

Upcoming Events 

APRIL is Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Pinwheels for Prevention will be displayed on the 

courthouse lawn starting Friday April 5th! 

April 13, 2013: Family Fun Fest, Hays Mall 1-4pm 

April 16, 2013: HAYP Luncheon– CASA & St. Francis guest speakers 

April 19, 2013: Kansas CASA Ribbon Cutting @ 107 W. 13th Street, 2nd floor, Hays 

April 27, 2013: Rooks County Health Fair, Plainville  8:30am-12:00pm 

Sundays starting May 5, 2013 from 6-9 pm NEW CASA Volunteer TRAINING Sessions… CALL the 

office @ 785-628-8641 or email KSCASA23@gmail.com to volunteer! 

 

CASA of the High Plains, Inc. 

107 W 13th Street 

Hays, KS 67601 

(785) 628-8641 office 

KSCASA23@gmail.com 

KansasCASA.org/district23 


