Epilepsy in the United States

By Engel Burns

Epilepsy is a common neurological condition in the United States. The condition is marked by recurrent seizures caused by an irregular level of electrical brain activity. This can create involuntary movements as well as changes in behavior, sensation, and awareness. Not all seizures involve violent convulsions; they can range from short sensory disruptions to loss of consciousness. The risks are much higher in children less than two years old and in adults over 65.

In the United States, approximately 2.2 million people are affected by epilepsy. Despite the treatment available, over one-third of these people still experience seizures and have not been examined by a neurologist in the past 12 months. 

Although significant advances are being made in both the diagnosis and treatment of asthma, it continues to be undertreated. With almost one million Americans still affected with seizures, there is a dire need for a greater access to treatment.
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