
Personal Philosophy of Education 

 The role of the teacher and the student play a vital role in my personal philosophy of 
teaching. The role of the teacher is to be dedicated, demonstrating care and commitment to their 
students. Students should be treated fairly, respectfully and with a sensitivity for the individuality  
of student learning. Professional knowledge should be used to promote student learning and help 
respond to needs of students by outlining steps for success in a student centered classroom. 

 The role of the learner should be respectful and active. Students should feel comfortable 
asking questions to promote their own learning and construct their own knowledge. 
Incorporation of prior knowledge and experiences will enhance learning and allow students to 
take on many roles within the classroom; as both a learner and a teacher. 
“We remember: 10% of what we hear. 15% of what we see. 20% of what we both see and hear. 

40% of what we discuss. 80% of what we experience directly or practice doing. 90% of what we 
attempt to teach others.”

-Edgar Dale

! Students are unique on many levels: their personalities, preferences, reading ability, 
religious beliefs, and athleticism to name a few. Diversity not only encompasses cultural 
differences but also learning styles.  A teacher should promote and model the value of diversity 
to establish a learning environment that benefits and respects each individual student.  The 
classroom should implement a “zero tolerance” for behavior that is intolerant of diversity. 

 Teachers should implement a high level of professionalism, not only in the classroom but 
in the community as well. They should identify their responsibilities, facilitate student success 
and uphold the principles of ethical standards. An integral part to effective practice of the 
teaching profession is ongoing professional learning through experience, research, and 
collaboration.

 During my own elementary education I respected the teachers who invested time to know 
me on a personal level, not just as a student. My interests were important, my struggles became 
their greatest concern and my successes became their greatest joy.  I felt purposeful in their class 
and enjoyed coming to school. During my practicum I implemented this enthusiasm to enhance 
student motivation. I believe students who feel respected and purposeful are motivated to do well 
regardless of their academic ability. 

 As a teacher I will be a lifelong learner. I will make it a priority to keep my professional 
knowledge up-to-date and invest in additional qualifications. I believe it is important to be as 
skilled and knowledgeable as possible to create a classroom conducive to all learners. I will 
differentiate my instruction to provide opportunities for students to direct their own learning in a 
means that supports their preferred learning styles. 
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