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WRITING SAMPLES
Purdue University's Boilermakers host Outrun the Sun 5k
by Lisa Abrego

Alex Holland brought Outrun the Sun 5k, the national
5k that seeks to raise awareness of melanoma, to
Purdue University on April 22.

This is the first time that Outrun the Sun has happened
at Purdue. Previously, the closest it had been to West
Lafayette was Indianapolis.

The race began shortly after 10 a.m. just under the
Purdue University Arch on the corner of the
Engineering Mall.

Holland and the other people who were helping set
up began to gather at around 9:30 a.m. Participants
followed shortly. There was high energy and
excitement.

The race consisted of two loops around the main
Purdue campus, going down Northwestern, Grant,
State and University Streets.

Melissa Landers, a runner, said she has run plenty
of 5k races before.

“They're good because they give students focus on
health and fitness, and help raise awareness on
things that some students feel passionate about,”
Landers said.

Although there was a prize for both the male and
female winners, there was a low feeling of
competitiveness. The environment was pleasant and
there was a lot of conversation and laughing going
on amongst the participants.

Kyle Isch, another runner, said he was participating
with an organization called Silver Wings, which is
an ROTC and civilian organization that does service
projects all year round to get involved in the
community.

“It is important to be involved with good causes and
look out for people less fortunate,” Isch said. “Being
involved in the community events brings communities
together.”

There were about 20 participants, most of which ran
the event. There were some that decided to walk it.

Holland said she has been involved with Outrun the
Sun since she was in middle school, and would
participate in the race in Indianapolis.

"I lost my dad to melanoma in 8th grade," Holland
said. She also talked about how although there are
other philanthropies that benefit cancer research,
there was nothing specific to melanoma research at
Purdue.

Holland will continue to work to expand Outrun the
Sun in the next couple of years. She said she was
happy with turnout this year but hopes next year
there is more campus involvement.

"I hope we get 100 participants next year," Holland
said.

The male winner of the race was Kyle Isch, with a
time of 20 minutes and 21 seconds. The female
winner, Melissa Landers, followed shortly at 22
minutes and 58 seconds.

Both received an Outrun the Sun t-shirt.
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