
 
Keeping up with the Jones’s: One player’s ambition to continue one 

family’s basketball culture 
 

Oklahoma City University Stars starting point guard Charlton Jones has competed 

at a high level for years, whether it has been at OCU, Panola College (Texas) or Katy 

Cinco Rancho High School in Katy, Texas.  Currently, he directs the Stars offense and 

played a major role in OCU’s recent Sooner Athletic Conference (SAC) tournament 

championship.   Also, he is being considered for all-conference honors. 

 Despite his success at the collegiate basketball level, he had to work his entire 

life to be considered one of the top three point guards in his own family.  Within the 

Jones’ household, the four other members of his family before him have been point 

guards for college basketball teams.  His father Charlie played at New Mexico State and 

his mother Vernita played at Texas Southern.  Their first two sons also went on to play as 

point guards at the collegiate level.  Therefore, Charlton has much to live up to in this 

competitive family. 

“I’ve know the family for quite some time now, they are very humble but they are 

also very competitive.” OCU coach Dionne Phelps said. “There were four point guards in 

front of him so he had to be driven just as everyone else had been. All of them were very 

talented.” 

Faced with this difficulty of being constantly compared to his familial 

predecessors, Charlton worked hard and never gave up on his dream to play basketball 

collegiately.  Furthermore, he never felt resentment because of this pressure and even 

once stated that his father was his childhood hero.  Considering he was the youngest of 



the family, he has had to watch both of his brothers succeed at something that he hoped to 

do someday.     

After high school, Charlton did not receive any offers to play at an NCAA school 

so he decided to play for the Panola Ponies in Carthage, Texas.  Following two solid 

years there, coach Phelps desperately sought for Jones to transfer to OCU because he 

knew that he could become an important player and leader for the Stars. 

“I knew he was a leader from the beginning, but I needed him to become a more 

vocal leader,” Phelps said.  “This year in conference, he took a major step in maturity and 

got players to play at a higher level.” 

Recently, the Stars won the SAC conference tournament off of a strong 

performance by Jones.  He averaged 18 points, 6.7 rebounds and 5.7 assists per game in 

the tournament.  Jones led the team in all three categories.  Coach Phelps could not be 

prouder of Charlton. 

“He is just a driven individual and a strong-willed kid on and off the court,” 

Phelps said. 

With this being Jones’ last season at OCU, he looks to go out a champion.  

Currently, the Stars are in the NAIA Division 1 Tournament in Indianapolis.  Hopefully, 

his abilities on the court can foster future success for one driven individual. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


