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	Lesson Plan Title

	Comic Strip Story

	Discipline and Topic

	This lesson will supplement the unit on reading fictional stories about human relationships and distinguishing major human traits. This unit is planned and executed for the purpose of interdisciplinary studies which will assist second language learners to succeed in the English Language Arts and Technology classes.

	Target Population

	 This lesson will be presented to 12 ESOL students in the third grade whose English language proficiency level is considered intermediate. Prior to the the instruction students read similar texts to learn how to differentiate the major elements of a fictional story, like setting, characters, events in the beginning, middle and end of the story, as well as main idea and supporting details. Students also know how to perform basic operations in Power Point program such as typing, inserting images and saving created work.


	Curriculum Alignment and Standards

	This lesson satisfies the NYS Standard 1 for ELL 2-4 grade elementary school students.

Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for information and understanding.

· 1.3 Select information appropriate for the purpose of investigation and relate ideas from one spoken written source to another one (L, S, R, W);

· 1.14  Consult print and non-print resources (e.g., audio, visual, media, family) in the native language when needed (L, S, R)

Standard 2 for ELL 2-4 grade elementary school students. Students will listen speak, read and write in English for literary response, enjoyment and expression.
· 2.4  Locate and identify key literary elements in texts and relate those elements to those in other works and to students’ own experiences;
· 2.10  Create, discuss, interpret and respond to literary works, using appropriate and effective vocabulary, grammar spelling and punctuation in writing, and using appropriate vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation in speaking.


	ISTE NETS Standards

	This lesson satisfies Standard 1 of the National Education technology Standards (NETS for students): Students demonstrate creative thinking construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology: 

a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas products or processes;

b. Create original works as a means or personal or group expression.

 This lesson satisfies Standard 2 of the National Education technology Standards (NETS for teachers): Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences and assessment incorporating contemporary tools and resources to maximize content  learning in context and to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes identified in the NETS·S.

 a. Design or adapt relevant learning experiences that incorporate digital tools and resources to promote student learning and creativity

     This lesson satisfies Standard 3 of the National Education technology Standards (NETS for teachers): Teachers exhibit knowledge, skills, and work processes representative of an innovative professional in a global and digital society.

a. Demonstrate fluency in technology systems and the transfer of current knowledge to new technologies and situations.



	Goals

	Students will listen to the audio story to identify main events of the story and retell them while using digital tools.

	Objectives (State)

	· Provided with the audio narration of the story, students will be able to analyze the story to determine six main events of the plot with 80% of accuracy;

· Students will be able to identify appropriate scenes and actions that relate to three events in the presented comic strip and create captions to fit each scene under teacher’s guidance;

· Provided with the selected Read Write Think Web 2.0 tools students 
· will create their own comic strips with text captions for tree other events in the story using correct spelling and grammar.  
· Students will retell the story with 80% accuracy using created comic strips as a prompt.


	Underlying Educational Theory

	  It is a common practice in teaching any language to demonstrate to students how any given fictional text can be “dissected” into it supporting elements such as plot, characters, settings, event sequence, etc. For this lesson to be successful with second language learners the first thing the teacher has to do is to model how students can accomplish everything the teacher requires of them. The lesson is structured in such a way that its first part  leaning more  towards the principles of cognitivism where the teacher first builds a schema in the minds of students relying on their rational thinking and active participation in order to learn. Consequently the newly formed schema becomes a basis for consequent actions in creating their own comic strips and accompanying captions. So it is possible to assume that the second part of the lesson where students utilize their media technology skills to create new products, relies on the principles of constructivism that “assumes that all knowledge is constructed from the learner’s previous knowledge, regardless of how one is taught”. (Learning Theories.com) 



	Materials Description and Timing

	Twelve computers for students’ use
Teacher’s computer,

projector, 
Power point with  audio narration of the selected story “The Three Wishes” by Judy Veramendi and supporting pictures
comic strip template for three events in the selected story

  Read Write Think web tool http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html
Jing Software http://www.techsmith.com/jing.html
            Power point software
Printer

Twelve microphones

	Lesson

	This lesson will be two 45 minute periods long and will break down as follows:

First Period

1. Warm –Up Activity: Class will begin with usual greetings. After that the teacher will ask students the following question: 
· If a magician granted you three wishes, what would you wish for?
                 Activity 2: The teacher will tell the students that they will listen to the tale about the three wishes. Students will be asked to listen carefully in order to distinguish the events that are happening in the story. After students listen to the narrative for two times, if necessary, the teacher will check their comprehension by asking the following questions:

· Who are the main characters in the story?

· Why does the tree give the farmer three wishes?
· How does the farmer use the first wish?

· Do you think he is a patient man?

· How does his father use the second wish and why?

· What was the third wish?

· Do you think the farmers’ last wish is wise?

· Do you think the farmer and his father are smart or foolish people? Why?

· How could the farmer use his wishes more wisely?

· How many events happen in the story and what are they?
Activity 3: After students identify six main events in the story, the teacher will explain the next task of creating a six panel comic strip based on just heard story and demonstrate a comic strip template prepared with the help of the Web 2.0 tool Read Write Think via a computer and a projector. Students will dictate what should be written for the dialogue words and the captions under each strip panel. The teacher will demonstrate how to use this tool and type everything that students dictate. The teacher will print the three panel comic strips and distribute them among students.
 Home Work: Students will have to write a draft of captions for other three panels of the comic strip for the story, using the given template as an example.
Second period: 

1. The teacher will start a lesson with checking drafts and then invite students to use the web tool Read Write Think to create the last three panels of the comic strip.
2.  After students finish their projects, they will have two options:
a) Since the chosen web tool doesn’t allow them to save the created work on the hard drive of the computer, they can print their comic strips, submit them to the teacher and retell the story in their own words.
b) Students also will have the option to use the software program Jing to capture created comic strips on their computer screens, save them on the hard drive of the computer and then insert them on the power point slides. After that they can record narration of  the story in their own words by using created comic strips as a prompt in their power point presentations.


	Assessment of Students

	Formative Assessment: Students will be assessed informally through teacher’s observation of teacher-student interaction during presentational part of the lesson. Students’ level of participation and the number of correct and substantiated responses will be monitored throughout the lesson.                                                 
                  Observation Tool for the Teacher- Students Discussion
Practices

Observed

Not Observed

Notes

(Briefly describe what you observed)

Student Engagement

1 Students correctly identify settings, characters and six major events in the story.

2. Students are actively participating in conversations about the comic strips and accurately describe the situations that are depicted in them.

3.  Students speak in complete grammatically correct sentences while suggesting the captions and the words of the characters for the first three strips. 

Summative  Assessment:  students’ choice of scenes, characters as well as vocabulary and grammatical structures in captions will be formally assessed through their digital comic strip products ( See Rubric below)

                             Comic Strip Rubric
Category

3

2

1

Choice of scenes

Lists all three events that occur in the story.

Lists only two events in the story.

List only one event in the story

Characters 

The main characters are clearly identified and their action and dialogue are well matched to their actions and dialogue in the story.
The main characters are clearly identified, but  their actions and dialogue are too general  to show their relationship to the story.in their power point presentations.prompthe story in their own words drive of the computer and then insert them on the power po
It is hard to tell who the main characters are, or the characters in the comic are not the main characters in the story. 

Captions

Captions are related to the scenes and the story and the connections are easy to understand.

Captions are related to the scenes and the story, but the connections are less obvious.
Captions do not relate well to the scenes. There seems to be no connection or connections are very general

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

There are no spelling, punctuation or grammar errors.

There are 1-4 spelling, punctuation or grammar errors

There are more than 4 spelling, punctuation, grammar errors.

Oral presentation of the story.
The narrative includes all the events, characters and settings and is performed in fluent manner with application of correct grammatical structures.
The narrative includes all the events, characters and settings and is performed with significant pauses and a few grammar mistakes.
The narrative does not include all the events, characters and settings and is performed with significant pauses and many grammar mistakes. 


	Evaluation of Students and Lesson 

	The lesson will be a success if: 

80% of the students can correctly identify main characters, settings and six events in the story and offer correct captions for them. 

80% of students designed three comic strip panels with correctly spelled captions and dialogue sentences and retell them accurately and fluently.

	Low Tech Modification


In the absence of the advanced media technology, the teacher can read the story from the printed source and provide students with printed templates made with the help of the Comic Creator “Read, Write, Think” where students can write their captions. Another options will be for students to draw the characters themselves, and include captions and dialogue lines in the provided spaces. 
