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All in the Findley Family 
 
  When Stephanie Findley wakes up at 6:30a.m. and grabs her Mountain Dew she 

is thinking about what she thought about when she went to sleep, basketball. A sport she 

has been in love with since she was a little girl while watching her older brother play. 

Findley has been Oklahoma Christians’ women’s basketball coach for more than 27 

years. Her tenure at Oklahoma Christian has been historic to say the least.  

 Findley has posted more than 500 wins at her alma mater. She currently is No. 2 

in wins among Division 1 NAIA coaches. Findley has led her Eagles to 13 Division 1 

NAIA tournaments five of which, they have made the sweet 16. 

 Ever since Findley could remember she enjoyed the game of basketball.  

 “From the time I could remember we had a goal on the back of our garage,” 

Findley said. “We had a piece of plywood and a rim.”  

 Findley started playing competitively in fifth grade. Then continued to play 

throughout high school. While playing in high school Findley was inspired by her high 

school coach, Bobbie Sliger. Findley recalls her years playing in high school. It was the 

first time she ever thought about maybe coaching basketball in the future.  

 “She planted the seed in the back of my mind,” said Findley. “I enjoyed working 

with her (coach Sliger) and putting myself in that position. She was always really tough 

but I also knew she cared about us. Those are the attributes I liked the most.”  

 Findley modeled her hard nose coaching philosophy after coach Sliger. When 

describing her coaching philosophy Findley referred to it as “old school.” 



 

 

 “I appreciated her effort to make us better but we would not be able to do those 

disciplinary things today,“ Findley said. “She had a necklace she got somewhere that said 

dummy on it and if you had the most turnovers you had to wear the dummy necklace. I 

had to wear that quite a bit.” 

 Findley says that her team does not have to worry about the dummy necklace, 

although she admits she thinks about using the dummy necklace on her team from time to 

time. When dealing with her players Findley uses methods from when she used to play. 

Findley played guard for the Lady Eagles from 1979-1982. The main thing she learned 

was how to handle players.  

 “When a player screws up I hate to yank them right then,” Findley said. “They 

don’t mean to make an error like none of us mean to make mess up. I try to treat them 

like I wanted to be treated as a player. Give them a chance to make up for that.” 

 When her players make mistakes typically it’s because they are rushing. She often 

uses a quote from one of her inspirations John Wooden. “Be quick but don’t hurry.” 

Findley uses that quote in her everyday life regardless of what she is doing. Findley takes 

her time and enjoys life’s moments whether she is preparing for her upcoming opponent 

or having her daily lunch with her husband of 32 years. Findley enjoys her precious time 

with her family, especially with her young grandbaby.  

 A memorable time for Findley is when she got to coach her two daughters, Jordan 

and Jessica. She admits that was tricky mixing family with basketball. But she loved 

every moment of it. 

 “There was a lot of pressure involved with the whole family on that,” Findley 

said. “ While at home we would still talk basketball but we didn’t have too many heated 



 

 

arguments. It was a special time for the whole family.”  

 Even in her 28th year Findley maintains she sees no end in sight as far as coaching 

is concerned.  

 “I’m not sure I could get a paycheck doing anything else,” Findley said. “I like 

competition and trying to figure out how to beat the other guy. “Also, the relationships 

we build for a lifetime with our players keeps you going.” 

 When Findley’s day is done she attempts to unwind by watching recorded 

television shows and an occasional walk. By the time Findley goes to bed around 

midnight she is thinking about the same thing she woke up thinking about, the game of 

basketball. 
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