
 Dreams really do come true, and one Oklahoma native is living proof. 

 Tashina Ototivo, the senior forward from the University of Science and Arts of 

Oklahoma, always dreamed of playing college basketball since childhood.  Born in Walters, 

Okla., to a basketball-culture family, Ototivo was destined to play the game. 

 “I come from a huge basketball family and used to play with all my cousins who played 

basketball growing up,” Ototivo said. “I knew I wanted to take basketball seriously when I got 

recruited by my first coach in the third grade.” 

 Ototivo quickly turned this dream into a reality and got much more than she bargained. 

Not only did she play college basketball, but she also cemented herself as a model in the 

classroom. 

 Over the years Ototivo earned various academic awards such as the Bill and Pat Smith 

Scholar-Athlete scholarship, Hypatia Honor Society, Academic All-Conference and more. 

However, this success didn’t fall into her lap; it was earned over years of hard work and 

overcoming adversity. 

 In her four years at USAO Ototivo went through three head coaches. The first coach 

originally recruited her out of high school, but by the time Ototivo arrived the coach was no 

longer with the program. 

“That was sad and a little stressful,” Ototivo said.  “I had other people assure me that I 

wasn’t going to be let go, and I had the chance to back down, but I wanted to go to USAO.  

“When I got here, it was a new start so it just affected me before school. When I got here 

I hit the ground running.” 

It wasn’t too long after that Ototivo began struggling to balance athletics and academics. 



“My sophomore year I broke my nose later in our basketball season,” Ototivo said. “This 

and other influences led me to make the decision to quit softball and the student government 

association. I went into a small depression, although not clinically, it was literally life changing 

for me.” 

Things would not become easier for Ototivo as USAO hired a new coach her senior year.   

            “The new program demanded more time, and harder practices,” Ototivo said. “I was very 

disgruntled by my performance and apologized to my coach and teammates constantly because I 

couldn’t be the player that they wanted me to be. 

“Through this time I realized that I can’t do everything, but I can make a difference in the 

things I allow more time to focus on. Several friends and adopted families helped me through 

this time and I thank God for them, because seeing the bright side wasn’t easy.” 

 Continuing to maintain excellence in athletics and academics, Ototivo can’t express 

enough how important managing her time is in correlation with her success. 

 “At one point I had every minute of my day planned and had ‘walk to class’ as a 

reminder on my BlackBerry because I was so busy,” Ototivo said.  

As the only four-year senior at USAO, Ototivo understands what it takes to achieve 

success and what sacrifices need to be made. 

“Prioritizing with the things in your life such as school, friends, family and fun will also 

help you shape who you are, or at least let others know more about you,” Ototivo said. “Sleep is 

less of a priority because ‘all-nighters’ do happen occasionally.” 

Ototivo’s humility allows her to grow intuitively and spiritually. Family, friends, 

community and faith are influential elements of Tashina’s life that she associates with her 

success. 



“My initial response is Jesus, because he is my Lord and Savior, but I can honestly go on 

forever,” Ototivo said. “The saying ‘It takes a village’ was definitely true for me. 

“I can make lists of family members, friends, coaches, teammates, teachers and role 

models even in the scholarly and spiritual aspects that continue to inspire me today.” 

Ototivo’s strong will and positive attitude is another reason why she is involved with 

multiple organizations within the community. Almost every night of the week she helps out the 

community and gives back. 

She participates in Celebrate Recovery provided by First Baptist Chickasha on Friday 

nights and she helps with Connection church, the Baptist Collegiate Ministries Tuesday night 

outreach program. 

 Ototivo also volunteers at Haven, which is funded by FBC Chickasha, where she helps 

lead worship on Wednesday nights, and on Thursday nights she helps out with Chi Alpha which 

is the Assemblies of God ministry. 

 Last but not least Tashina works with Journey groups that take place Mondays where a 

small group Bible study occurs. 

“The biggest thing is the fact that I can give back to the community,” Ototivo said. “I’ve 

come to the conclusion that I was a burden to society before I came to college and even to my 

family. 

“Now I believe that God and school have challenged me to be a forever learner, and to 

grow always in knowledge and faith. So now the biggest thing I can give back is to be a 

productive member of society.” 

When talking about what led to her success on and off the court in her college career, 

Ototivo won’t hesitate to include Jesus as a major contributor. 



“I think it would have to be a new motivation for life that came from Jesus,” Ototivo said. 

“I mean, we all have a purpose, even if you don’t believe in Jesus you seek to find and fulfill a 

purpose, and Jesus is my motivation.” 

With Ototivo’s senior season now over she reflects back on her greatest achievement 

while at USAO and claims it was giving her best shot the whole way through. 

“Finishing the good fight, being a Christian on a college campus and not being 

conformed to the pattern of drop outs was very hard,” Ototivo said. “Basketball was hard and 

being a student was difficult by itself so [I appreciate] the work ethic that was built and the 

growth that was there to support that.” 

Ototivo leaves behind a great legacy and wonderful era at USAO as she gets ready to 

graduate this May. In her senior season she led the team in total blocks and rebounds.  

Although Ototivo’s basketball career is over, she is excited for what the future holds 

ahead. She will graduate with a degree in psychology and will be working at Falls Creek summer 

youth camp as an evangelical camp counselor. 

Now that Ototivo has accomplished her dream, she will continue to push forward to be a 

productive and influential member of society. She proves that with hard work and determination 

there are no limits. 

 “I’ll be praying for more direction and desire for me to recognize and obey what God’s 

will is for my life,” Ototivo said. “Basically, my dream was to play basketball in college and 

learn something, and now I need a new dream.” 
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