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	Lesson Plan Title

	China: Language

	Discipline and Topic

	This lesson will focus on main phrases, numbers and pronunciation of Mandarin Chinese

	Target Population

	This lesson is part of a China Unit. This lesson will be taught in a middle class school district to eighteen third graders. There are eleven boys, seven girls and one student has an IEP. One student is of Indian descent and the rest of the students are Caucasian. The students have been working on this unit for a few weeks so they know China’s geography, government and economy. The students know how to write complete sentences and are able to use a dictionary. The one student with an IEP is pulled out for most instruction, but instruction and requirements are modified to fit his needs.

	Curriculum Alignment and Standards

	Social Studies Standard 2: World History

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

World History i: The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space, and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives.

Key Idea S2.1C: Students study about different world cultures and civilizations focusing on their accomplishments, contributions, values, beliefs, and traditions.

· Students will learn their Mandarin name and read the beliefs behind it.

ELA Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding

Listening and Reading: Key Idea 1A: Students gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps and diagrams. 

· Students will listen and interpret the pronunciation of Mandarin words and phrases.

ELA Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression

Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expressions.

Listening and Reading: Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text.

Key Idea 2E: Students read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning.

        -Students will read accurately and fluently when recording digital storybook. Students will also try their best to pronounce Mandarin words.

	ISTE NETS Standards

	Student

Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.
b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.
Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology.
b. Create original works as a means of personal or group expression
Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.

a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media
Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations.

a. Understand and use technology systems

b. Select and use applications effectively and productively
Teacher

Teachers exhibit knowledge, skills, and work processes representative of an innovative professional in a global and digital society.
d. Model and facilitate effective use of current and emerging digital tools to locate, analyze, evaluate, and use information resources to support research and learning

Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences and assessment incorporating contemporary tools and resources to maximize content learning in context and to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes identified in the NETS·S.
a. Design or adapt relevant learning experiences that incorporate digital tools and resources to promote student learning and creativity
c. Customize and personalize learning activities to address students’ diverse learning styles, working strategies, and abilities using digital tools and resources


	Goals

	Students will learn how learn basic Mandarin words and numbers to understand the Chinese culture.

	Objectives (State)

	· Given audio pronunciation of Mandarin words, students will be able to identify “hello”, “thank you”, “goodbye”, and “my name is,” with 90% accuracy.

· Given a quiz with multiple-choice answers, students will identify the four tones in pronunciation, with 90% accuracy.

· Given a computer and website, students will enter information to find their name and print out to share with the group, with100% accuracy.

· Given notes and online resources, students will form a digital storybook with a small group following the requirements from the rubric, with 90% accuracy.

	Underlying Educational Theory

	This lesson demonstrates cognitive and social psychology perspectives. Students are gathering information from many resources (teacher, handouts, audio from the internet, and podcasts) and deciding what information is important to remember long-term and use in their storybook. Cognitive learners also rely on themselves to create learning from multiple resources. Since the students will be working with in small groups and communicating with one another, it adds in the social psychology perspective in that students are using one another to speak Mandarin and develop a digital storybook. 

	Materials Description and Timing

	“Getting to Know You” handout

“Chinese Number Chart” handout
-http://mandarin.about.com/od/chineseculture/a/intro_mandarin.htm
-Web 2.0 tools:

- www.mandarintools.com (click on Chinese Name at the top)

-http://www.standardmandarin.com/chinesephrases
Web 2.0 tools will really help engage students in this lesson. It gives students a hands on experience and makes the learning fun. Students constantly use Web 2.0 tools everyday, so it is important that we incorporate it into our lessons so we fit the needs of our learners (Smaldino, Lowther, & Russell, 2012).

Podcast:

- http://www.chinese-ilab.com/videos/beginner/1%20tones/index.html (only listen, not watch)

I am a visual learner so I wouldn’t usually incorporate podcasts too much in my lessons. I think for this lesson, a podcast is essential. It is important when teaching language and tones that students are able to hear what it needs to sound like. With Mandarin especially, the different tones are hard to pick apart so students really need to listen in order to hear the differnces.

Computers/Laptops:
Computers can be useful tools for student learning (Smaldino, Lowther, & Russell, 2012). It is easy for students to access the information that they need through the computer. It would take more time to use a library book because students have to look through multiple books, which may or may not include all of the information that they need. The computer is instantaneous and you can choose from multiple resources with a couple clicks of a button. Using the computer lab or laptop cart would be best for this lesson. This creates more access to multiple computers so that students can work independently during Day 3 and have access to multiple computers during their group project incase one computer’s program is not working (Smaldino, Lowther, & Russell, 2012).

Zip drive

Digital Projector
Digital Projectors are great tools for classrooms today. They can be hooked up right to a computer so we can display images on one computer for all students to see. This is a great tool for this lesson so students can really see each groups digital storybook, instead of crowding around one computer. 


	Supplemental Materials/Links

	· http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/mandarin.php
· http://mandarin.about.com/od/pronunciation/a/tones.htm
· http://www.chinese-ilab.com/games/index.html
· http://www.lingworld.com/chinese-tones.php

	Lesson

	Day 1: 30 minutes

-Students will be introduced to the Mandarin language with two handouts. The teacher will go over the handouts and have students repeat what she is saying. The teacher will state how the Mandarin language is the most common language spoken, and very difficult. 

-The teacher will introduce what they will be doing over the next couple days when learning Mandarin. She will tell them about the podcast, Mandarin name, and digital storybook that they will do in order to learn more on the topic.

Day 2: 30 minutes

-Students will listen to a pronunciation podcast. The teacher will stop throughout the podcast to reflect on the 4 different types of pronunciations. The teacher will remind the students that in order to master the language it takes practice. The podcast is to simply show the students how different one word can mean many things depending on how you say it.

-If there is some time left the students will get a partner and practice some of the things they heard, and practice speaking some familiar phrases from the handouts given.

Day 3: 30 minutes (Students have individual computers)

-Students will explore and listen to mandarin words on the internet from the links provided by the teacher. Students will become familiar with different and phrases and words. Students can make notes on the handouts or a separate sheet if it helps them remember phrases or how to pronounce them. 

-Students will also use a website given to receive their Mandarin name. The website tells the students exactly what they need to fill in to get their name. The website also provides audio pronunciation of their name so they can hear how it sounds. Students will print this page out.

Day 4-6: 45 minutes each (Two computer per group, one to create story and other to look up audio if students forget how to pronounce a word)

-The teacher will present a storybook example and go over how to make a digital storybook.

-Students will use the words, names, and numbers that they have learned and use them when creating the digital storybook in small groups. The students will describe themselves and insert Mandarin terms where they can. I suggest to students to not make the whole story in Mandarin. Students will produce one page each of the digital storybook, even though the teacher used multiple pages. The students can email themselves pictures or use pictures from the internet.

-Students will need to print out a list of Mandarin words they used for their peers. This will help them listen for these words throughout the digital storybook.

-Students need to save digital storybook to zip drive in order to load on the computer connected to the projector. 

Day 7 and 8: 30 minutes

-Groups will present their storybook over the digital projector

-Students will evaluate each digital storybook

-Students will take a quiz on Mandarin Chinese

Student Behavior

-Students should always listen when the teacher is explaining important parts to projects and research.

-There is absolutely no talking during the podcast or storybook presentations so students can hear what each of them are saying.

-The students should be respectful of their peers when working together in their groups.

-Students should handle technology equipment with care when they are using them.

	Assessment of Students

	· Quiz (80-100%)

· Rubric for Digital Storybook (90-100%)

· Print out Mandarin name and hand in to the teacher.

	Evaluation of Students and Lesson 

	-Students will evaluate each groups digital storybook

-Students will evaluate the podcast to see if the information was relevant

-The scores of the quiz and rubrics will help the teacher evaluate the lesson and whether or not changes need to be made.

	Low Tech Modification

	1. The students will use handouts and information from books to learn Mandarin words, instead of using websites and podcasts.

2. The students will perform a play using Mandarin words and numbers and correct pronunciation, instead of creating a digital storybook.

	


