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To the people of Pittsburgh, 

 Good morning.  My name is Carter Roberts.  I am the president and Chief Executive 

Officer of The World Wildlife Fund.  It is my responsibility to ensure endangered animals 

everywhere have hope for the future.   

Yes, you may be telling yourself they are just animals.  However, these animal 

populations are rapidly declining.  Species such as the elephant, rhino, gorilla, tiger, and giant 

panda are all disappearing at an alarming rate.  Forest destruction, illegal poaching, wildlife 

trade, overfishing, climate change, pollution, and oil and gas development are all crucial 

reasons as to why these animals may not see tomorrow. 

It is also my job to get people like you involved.  To put in into perspective, let me ask 

you about your childhood pet, or a pet you may have now.  Imagine your life without your dogs, 

or cats, or even hamsters.  I’m sure your life would have been extremely different growing up 

and your day-to-day routine now would be altered as well, and not for the better.  I’m going to 

venture to say your life would be a lonelier one considering so many of us rely on our pets for 

comfort. 

Now think of the world.  The entire world.  Not just the United States, but every 

continent.  Imagine a world without dogs and cats and even parakeets and guinea pigs.  I know, 

personally, my life would not be the way it is now.  We tend to rely on our pets for so much 

more than comfort.  They bring us joy and happiness along with responsibility.   
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I know that many of you do not have an elephant roaming in your back yard, but I 

guarantee when you were children going to the zoo was a favorite past time for you.  What 

would you do first?  Would you race to see the anteater?  Or the petting zoo?  Probably not.  

Chances are you begged your parents to see the largest animals like the elephant, and the tiger 

and lion, and monkey.  You would take dozens of pictures of these animals and would watch 

their every move because you were intrigued with what they did and with their beauty.  Their 

size frightened you but excited you at the same time.  Those were the animals you wanted 

plush toys of once you got to the gift store.  Those were the animals you couldn’t stop talking 

about for weeks.  You may have even pranced around your house pretending to be a tiger and 

pouncing on everything that walked by. 

Now, it’s time for the facts.  There are only 1,600 giant pandas in the world, 3,200 tigers, 

and only 20,000 to 30,000 polar bears.  It was estimated that there were 100,000 black rhinos 

in the world during the 20th century, but now the total number of black rhinos is a fraction of 

that.  Only 300 North Atlantic right whales survive today, while other whale species vary 

between 10,000 to 90,000. 

These statistics are frightening.  Other animals that are considered endangered are the 

penguin, chimpanzee, orangutan, elephant, leopard, and sea lion.  All these animals, 

remember, were the ones you sought after first at the zoo, and the ones that had the longest 

line.  But, the line was always worth it.  

Causes for this endangerment vary.  For marine animals, ocean litter, pesticides and 

fertilizers, toxic chemicals, air pollution, and noise and light pollution all are risks for 
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threatening those animals’ lives, especially the dolphin and porpoise, penguin, great white 

shark, marine turtle, polar bear, sea lion, tuna and the whale.  

     Scientists estimate up to 20 percent of global carbon emissions come from 

deforestation, which is greater than emissions from every car, truck and plane on the planet 

combined.  Causes for deforestation range from fires, illegal logging, to fuel wood harvesting.  

Unfortunately, once a forest is gone, it is usually gone forever.  The animals most at risk of 

dying off due to deforestation are the elephant, leopard, chimpanzee, giant panda, gorilla, 

orangutan, rhino, and the tiger. 

Climate change is another factor.  With climate change, comes more common and 

powerful drought, storms, heat waves, rising sea levels, melting glaciers and warming oceans.  

This can all directly harm animals, destroy the places they live, and wreak chaos on people’s 

livelihoods and communities.  The places most affected by climate change are the amazon, 

arctic, coral triangle, coastal east Africa, eastern Himalayas and all the animals that live in those 

ecosystems. 

WWF has been actively fighting for the lives of animals since the beginning of our 

organization, in 1961.  It is our mission to bring animals back from the verge of extinction and 

raise awareness to people everywhere on steps they can take to secure the lives of many of 

these endangered species.  WWF works non-stop at putting an end to illegal poaching, the 

wildlife trade, overfishing and by-catch, and we work hard to limit sky rocketing climate change.  

We want this world to have the animals this day and age has had the luxury of witnessing. 
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  In Pittsburgh, with the population always vastly expanding, and businesses thriving, 

WWF thought it was a great idea to establish a WWF building here in your hometown.  After 

thorough research, I am certain this business will thrive.  My job today is to get all of you 

involved in one way or another. 

Did you know that Pennsylvania alone has many species that are considered 

endangered?  The bald eagle, Indiana bat, Canada lynx, eastern puma, and the bog turtle are on 

the list of 14 animals that are threatened in Pennsylvania.  With this new facility, we hope to 

bring back these animals from the brink of extinction.  WWF has saved animals like the Amur 

Tiger and the Black Rhino from completely dying out, and we are certain we can help your 

state. 

What can you as civilians do?  By going to WWF’s website, you will see that there are 

many areas you can take action in.  From protecting America’s Arctic from drilling, supporting 

global wildlife conservation, and joining the save the stamp that saves species project, you can 

make a difference.  Those are only a few projects that you can become a part of.  There are 

much more.  You can also adopt an animal.  There are 30 species you can choose from to 

virtually adopt.  Or, donations are always accepted at WWF.  You can make a one-time 

donation or decide to make a monthly donation.  Every bit helps.  85 cents of every donated 

dollar goes toward conservation.   

I want to thank you for your time here in Pittsburgh.  I look forward to the efforts the 

new facility will be exhorting here and know we will see vast improvement not just in the area 

but in the world.   
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