
Picture Books 

Davey, O. (2011). Night knight. Somerville, MA: templar books. 

Title: Night Knight 

Author & Illustrator: Owen Davey 

Copyright date: 2011 

Publisher:  Templar Books 

Night knight is a bedtime story.  It is from the point of view of a little boy who is getting ready for bed.  

He imagines he is a knight and that things in his house are a part of his kingdom.  For example, his 

dragon is actually his dog.  

I would recommend this book.  It is well written, has clear, imaginative illustrations that are mostly 

orange, red, and blue, and it would appeal to most children, especially boys.  

 

Thomas, J. (2010). My special one and only. New York, NY: Dial books for young readers. 

Title: My Special One and Only 

Author & Illustrator: Joe Berger 

Copyright date: 2010 

Publisher:  Dial Books for Young Readers 

My Special One and Only is about a little girl, Bridget Fidget, and her special stuffed animal, Captain Cat.  

Bridget loses her tooth and gets a coin from the tooth fairy.  She and her mother go to a toy store to 

spend her money where Bridget looses Captain Cat.  In the process of looking for her stuffed animal 

Bridget leaves her mother behind, and makes a friend who helps her find Captain Cat, who ends up with 

another little girl, and her mother.  After Bridget gets Captain Cat back she uses her money, plus some of 

her mother’s money, to buy a different stuffed cat for the girl who had Captain Cat and the boy who 

helped her find him.  

I would recommend this book.  The story about a special toy is relatable to many children.  The 

illustrations are interesting and have some comic book qualities.  The problem and solution are well 

presented.   

 

Deedy C. A. (2012). Return of the Library Dragon. Atlanta, GA: PeachTree Publishers. 

Title:  Return of the Library Dragon 
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Author:  Carmen Agra Deedy  

Illustrator: Michael P. White 

Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  PeachTree Publishers 

Return of the Library Dragon is a follow-up story to Library Dragon.  Although references to this are 

made, the story can stand alone.  The book is about a librarian that is planning to retire, who at times 

becomes a dragon.  She switches to dragon form completely when I.T. tries to completely reorganize the 

library from books to computers and digital books on the day of her retirement.  The librarian returns to 

human form when the new librarian vows to protect the books. 

I would recommend this book.  The story is very funny and hits close to home in the world of education 

and libraries.  Although many of the themes may be over younger children’s heads, the point that the 

librarian wants to keep the books in the library is clear.  The illustrations add to the story, an example 

being the librarian’s shadow looks like a dragon before the actual change occurs.  This is a library must 

have! 

 

Birgitta, S. (2012). Oliver. Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press. 

Title: Oliver 

Author & Illustrator: Birgitta Sif 

Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  Candlewick Press 

Oliver is about a boy who is “different.” He plays with his friends that are toys and books while other 

children play around him.  Oliver meets the girl next door whole is also “different.”  At the end of the 

story they are playing with puppets together.   

I would recommend this book.  The fact that the child may have autism or something like it isn’t stated 

in the book, but this book may be good way to bring up that topic with other children, or to show 

children with autism there are other children like them. 

 

Desmond, J. (2012). red cat blue cat. Maplewood, NJ: Blue Apple Books. 

Title: red cat blue cat (title is not capitalized) 

Author & Illustrator: Jenni Desmond 



Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  Blue Apple Books. 

Red cat blue cat is about two cats who don’t get along, because they both are jealous of each other’s 

character traits. The red cat tries to be like the blue cat, but isn’t really happy and vise versa.  The cats 

realize that each is valuable in their own way, but they are happier being themselves.  At the end they 

are friends.  

I would recommend this book.  The message of being happy with ones self is a positive message for all 

children.  The story addresses feelings of jealousy that many children experience.  The pictures are 

created using mostly red, blue, and green with some qualities of comic books included, such as, text of 

sounds mixed with the pictures.   

 

Bliss, H. (2012). Bailey at the museum. New York, NY: Scholastic Press. 

Title: Bailey at the Museum 

Author & Illustrator: Harry Bliss 

Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  Scholastic Press. 

Bailey at the Museum is about a dog that goes on a field trip to the Museum of Natural History.  Bailey is 

the only animal character in the book; all the other characters are human.  Bailey is given human 

characteristics.  Bailey leaves the class during the trip, chews on dinosaur bones (the one exception to 

his human characteristics), and enters the exhibits. All ends well as Bailey rejoins the class as they are 

getting back on the bus.  

I would recommend this book.  It is silly entertainment for children.  The text and pictures combine to 

tell an appealing story with some qualities of comic books included, such as, speech bubbles added to 

the pictures.   

 

Cole, H. (2012). Unspoken: A story from the underground railroad. New York, NY: Scholastic Press. 

Title: Unspoken: A Story from the Underground Railroad 

Author & Illustrator: Henry Cole 

Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  Scholastic Press. 



Unspoken: A Story from the Underground Railroad is wordless picture book that tells the story of a little 

girl who finds someone hiding in her barn. The girl gives the person food and doesn’t tell authorities 

about the hiding person. She later finds a doll in the bard where the person was hiding.  The illustrations 

are drawn in graphite. The story is followed up by a note from the author.  

I would recommend this book.  It would be a great book to lead to discussion about the Underground 

Railroad, as well as, self reflection.  This would be a great way to talk to children about what would they 

might do in this situation.  Unspoken would be best for upper elementary age children. 

 

Curtis, J.L. (2012). My brave year of firsts: Tries, sighs, and high fives. New York, NY: HarperCollins 

Children’s Books. 

Title: My Brave Year of Firsts: Tries, Sighs, and High Fives 

Author: Jamie Lee Curtis  

Illustrator: Laura Cornell 

Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  HarperCollins Children’s Books 

My Brave Year of Firsts: Tries, Sighs, and High Fives about a young girl and the feels encountered during 

her year of firsts.  Emotions range from happy, scared, frustrated, and fun.  The year of firsts cover a 

wide range of experiences including: bike rides, a new dog, first grade, tying shoes, and many more.  

I would recommend this book.  Many children could relate to the wide range of experiences and 

emotions that are described in the story.  

 

Siy, A. (2008). One tractor: A counting book. New York, NY: Holiday House, INC. 

Title: One Tractor: A Counting Book 

Author: Alexandra Siy 

Illustrator: Jacqueline Rogers 

Copyright date: 2008 

Publisher:  Holiday House, INC. 

One Tractor: A Counting Book is about a boy playing with toys in his back yard, while using his vivid 

imagination.  The items being counted include a tractor, planes, boats, cranes, trucks, buses, fire trucks, 

machines, railroad cars, and bicycles.   



I would recommend this book.  Many young children like big machinery.  The imaginary pirates add to 

the story.  The watercolor illustrations are also very nice.  

 

McNamara, M. (2012). Apples A to Z. New York, NY: Scholastic Press. 

Title: Apples A to Z 

Author: Margaret McNamara 

Illustrator: Jake Parker 

Copyright date: 2012 

Publisher:  Scholastic Press 

Apples A to Z is an alphabet book about apples.  Each letter of the alphabet is given a word that relates 

to apples; H is for Harvest.  Under the letter and word one or two sentences tell a fact about apples.   

The last few pages of the book give apple activities, a short story of Johnny Appleseed, apple facts, and 

apple jokes.  

I would recommend this book.  This book has just the right amount of information given that a child who 

is still interested in alphabet books would enjoy the entire book.  It may also appeal to children who are 

just beyond alphabet books, due to the information given.  The pictures are clear, bright drawings.  

Overall this is a great book.   

 

Poetry Books 

Foxworthy, J. (2008). Dirt on my shirt: Selected poems. New York, NY: HaperCollins Publishers. 

Title: Dirt on My Shirt: Selected Poems 

Author: Jeff Foxworthy 

Illustrator: Steve Bjorkman 

Copyright date: 2008 

Publisher:  HarperCollins Publishers 

Dirt on My Shirt: Selected Poems is an I Can Read level 2 book.  The book is made up of 16 poems that an 

early reader could read.  The subject of the poems has a wide range, and they are very funny. 

I would recommend this book.  The topics are appropriate for a beginning reader.  Each poem has a 

color picture.  The print is also large and clear.   



Levy, D. (2010). Maybe I’ll sleep in the bathtub tonight: And other funny bedtime poems. New York, NY: 

Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. 

Title: Maybe I’ll Sleep in the Bathtub Tonight: And Other Funny Bedtime Poems 

Author: Debbie Levy 

Illustrator: Stephanie Buscema 

Copyright date: 2010 

Publisher:  Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. 

Maybe I’ll Sleep in the Bathtub Tonight: And Other Funny Bedtime Poems is a picture book that could be 

read by children ages approximately eight and older, with an interest level from five to ten years old.  

The book is made up of 20 poems that are all centered on the theme of going to bed.  The texts of the 

poems are printed directly on the full page illustrations.  

I would recommend this book.  The poems are fairly short and very funny.  The illustrations are 

beautiful.  I think most young children would enjoy the book.  

 

Wilson, K. (2009). What’s the weather inside? New York, NY: Margaret K. McElderry Books. 

Title: What’s the Weather Inside? 

Author: Karma Wilson 

Illustrator: Barry Blitt 

Copyright date: 2009 

Publisher:  Margaret K. McElderry Books 

What’s the Weather Inside? is a compilation of 117 poems of varying topics.  The book contains 170 

pages.  Most of the poems are short and have a black and white cartoon drawing to go with them.  The 

majority of the poems rhyme.   

I would not recommend or condemn this book.  It is okay, but I didn’t think it was very funny.  I read 

every poem, and there was one that I thought I would share with my own daughter.  I don’t think this 

would be a popular book with the majority of the second grade class I used to teach, but it would 

probably appeal to a couple of the students.  

 




