L. Arts

Students continue to focus on many accelerated activities within the language arts and reading classroom.  We were able to move at an accelerated pace through the guided reading groups during the second semester.  The GT students studied novels at the middle school level which focused on higher level themes to allow these students to extend their thinking.  As part of the learning centers in homeroom, our writing efforts often revolved around writing competitions, such as the Why I Love America essay contest.  In an appropriate leveled word study group, many of the GT students are working on Latin derived words to prepare them for higher level vocabulary and features or patterns.  Finally, as preparation for the end of the year standardized tests, students received instruction and participated in learning activities that were focused only on their areas of need, allowing them to explore other areas of reading in their choice time.
Science
Science allowed for a variety of problem-based activities.  Through many experiments, the students learned about scientific investigations and matter as it related to other themes that we studied in science this year.  Because these experiments were done in small groups, it allowed my GT students to experiment farther than a scripted experiment, giving them the opportunity to extend their thinking.  Students also had the opportunity to design products that they chose related to a science topic of their choice as part of a three week unit using Science Choice boards.  Finally, as preparation for the end of the year standardized tests, students received instruction and participated in learning activities that were focused only on their areas of need, allowing them to explore other areas of science in their choice time.
Math
For math content, GT students are grouped according to their ability level in math so that they are able to be taught at a higher reasoning level.  Through Investigations and center-based learning every Friday, these students are allowed to extend their learning in a small group setting that allows them depth into the curriculum.  In addition, when placed in the top math class for a strand, the material is compacted so that students can be enriched in these higher level thinking skills.  Students received compacted instruction in 5th grade math as well as preparation for 6th grade math to prepare many of these students for 7th grade math or Pre-algebra.  In each math class, students make use of a math log or journal as well as the “writing in math” questions that directly relate math to the real world.  Finally, as preparation for the end of the year standardized tests, students received instruction and participated in learning activities that were focused only on their areas of need, allowing them to explore other areas of math in their choice time.
