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Executive Summary 

This report will explain the relation speeding has on fatalities and crashes while also 
determining what has the highest impact on fatal crashes. The report will explain 
current anti-fatality and anti-speeding measures which have been implemented by the 
government. It will also review why the demerit system and the anti-speeding 
campaigns are failing in the Northern Territory where the highest speed limits and 
worst fatality rates exist and how this can be combated.  
 
The report has considered statistics related to road crashes and fatalities in every 
Australian territory. It has also considered statistics related to motor crashes. The 
report has taken into account fatality rates and trends from 1926 onward. 
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1 Introduction 

This report focuses on deaths on Australian roads. It will review current statistics related to road 

crashes and fatalities in order to determine what has the highest impact on fatalities and 

recommend methods for reducing fatalities in the areas with the highest rates.  

1.1 Aim 
The aim of this report is to provide information on the number of and cause of deaths on 

Australian roads and make recommendations regarding what can be done to further reduce 

fatalities on Australian roads.  

1.2 Authorisation 
This research is valid and based in a real environment.  

1.3 Sources 
To conduct this research the following sources were used: 

 Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads 

 Australian Bureau of Statistics 

2  Findings 

Fatalities and injuries which occur on Australian roads have demonstrated unique patterns but 
each pattern relates to speeding (Queensland Government, 2013). Throughout Australian roads 
each state or territory has implemented speed limits which are designed to help drivers receive 
the best mileage each time they fill up their tanks. These speed limits are also in place to keep 
drivers, pedestrians, community residents, and passengers safe from harm.  

Statistics from the Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads demonstrate that 
speeding has a direct fiscal impact on society while also resulting in high fatality rates 
(Queensland Government, 2013). Statistics also indicate that the higher the speed limit the 
more fatal crashes take place. In order to combat speeding a demerit system has been 
implemented which penalises drivers for breaking the law.  

Unfortunately in the Northern Territory the rates of fatalities on Australian roads are higher 
than anywhere else in Australian and they continue to increase while rates decrease in every 
other state. Only within the last decade were speed limits imposed on the Northern Territory 
roads and the demerit system put into place. The universal speed limits in this state remain 
higher than other states.  

While the government continues to strive for fatality free roads it seems the demerit system and 
the high universal speed limit are not putting an end to fatalities in the Northern Territory. In 
order to combat the increasing rates of road crashes and fatalities in the Northern Territory the 
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government will have to market the 2013 anti-speeding campaign heavily in this area while also 
reducing the universal speed limits on both the highways and the main roads.  

2.1 Speeding 

Speeding contributes to 1 in 5 road fatalities in Australia. In 2011 there were 48 people who 
suffered fatal car accidents in Queensland directly related to speeding (Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, 2010, June). Most of the drivers killed were the speeding parties, but not all. Said high 
speed crashes have a direct impact on Australian society in more ways than one. They increase 
health care costs, reduce workplace productivity, and increase the costs for emergency services. 
Each fatality which takes place on a Queensland road results in an estimated social financial 
burden of A$ 2.7 million (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June).  

In such instances, the rate at which a driver is speeding increases the risk of a crash. To that end, 
with only 5 kilometres over the speed limit for an urban road a driver doubles their risk of a 
serious or fatal car accident (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). On a rural road it takes 
only 10 kilometres (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). The faster one is driving, the 
longer distance is required to stop and the harder the stop will be. This greatly inhibits your 
ability to react to unexpected variables on the road or changes to the physical road.  

2.2 Transportation Deaths 

Since 2006 and 2007 accident-related deaths have transitioned. The number of deaths related 
to public transportation has decreased while the number of deaths associated with motor 
vehicles has increased, representing 74% of deaths in 2007 (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
2010, June). During the same period, all deaths related to water, pedal cyclists, and pedestrians 
also decreased (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June).  

In 2008, the number of people killed on Australian roads decreased by 9% compared to the 
previous year (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). South Australia’s fatality rates 
decreased by 20% (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). However, this rate does not 
apply to the Northern Territory where the rate increased by 29% (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
2010, June).  

Between 2007 and 2008 the number of deaths from road crashes fell. South Australia retained 
the greatest decrease—21% while the number in the Northern Territory remained significantly 
higher than the national average (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June).  

2.3 Road Fatalities 

In Australia, road fatalities have increased each year since 1926. Until 1970, the rates of 
registered drivers and road fatalities increased in a correlating manner. It was in 1970 that the 
number of vehicles on Australian roads increased twelve fold and the fatality rate increased by a 
rate of 4 (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). In 1970 the rate of road fatalities per 
10,000 registered vehicles reached 8 (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). That number 
was 1 in 2008 (see appendix one). In one out of every five accidents speeding was a factor 
(Queensland Government, 2013). The higher the speed limit the higher the risk of an accident. 
Between 2003 and 2008 42% of fatal crashes took place on roads where the speed limit was 100 
km/h or more (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). An additional 35% of fatal accidents 
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took place on roads with a speed limit of up to 60 km/h (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, 
June). The remaining 23% took place on roads whose speed limit was between 65 km/h and 95 
km/h (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, June). This indicates that the higher the speed limit 
the more fatal crashes take place.  

 
In terms of crashes involving fatalities, the rates dropped by record amounts between 2007 and 
2008 in South Australia, Queensland, and Western Australia (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
2010, June). However, rates increased by 43% in the Northern Territory (Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, 2010, June).  

2.4 Anti-Speeding Campaigns 

Since 2008 the government has launched anti-speeding campaigns to remind drivers of the 
consequences of speeding (Queensland Government, 2013). Currently the campaign is 
rebranding the commercial features of the original 2008 “nightmare” campaign that was 
broadcast on television as well as radio and billboards. The goal was to educate people about 
the consequences related to speeding and encourage them to change their behaviour. The goal 
of the campaign was to remind people that the main culprits of speeding and speed-related 
crashes were males between the age of 17 and 39 (Queensland Government, 2013).  
 
There were 5 phases in this campaign. The first was to showcase two television ads, online ads, 
and outdoor ads in order to promote slowing down. The second phase began in 2009 and 
expounded upon the first phase by showcasing an additional television ad. In phase three an 
outdoor ad campaign was instigated throughout Queensland. Phase four was introduced in 2010 
and reissued the original ads from phase one. In 2011, the fifth phase was launched which 
featured another new ad and rebranded some of the outdoor ads from phase one. This year, the 
goal is to have fatality-free roads. Anti-speeding is picking up importance as the government 
campaigns all drivers to join together to fight speeding (Queensland Government, 2013).  

3 Analysis 

When analysing the rates of deaths on Australian roads and narrowing them down by state it is 
clear that the Northern Territory remains of highest concern in spite of government anti-
speeding campaigns. Statistics indicate that in every area of speeding and road crashes the 
Northern Territory retains the highest figures and these figures are only increasing while they 
are decreasing in every remaining state.  

The Northern Territory remains the most sparsely populated territory in the country and is one 
of the only places in the world which still lacks speed restrictions on their public roads. In 2007, 
a default speed limit was put into place outside of urban areas of 110 km/h (Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, 2010, November). On the Stuart Highway and all other major highways the speed 
limit is 130 km/h (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2010, November). With the introduction of the 
universal speed limit, the demerit points for speeding were implemented in the area penalising 
drivers who did not adhere to the new limit. This has resulted in increased road tolls in the 
territory.  
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4 Conclusion 

The report indicates that speeding has a direct correlation to road crashes and deaths on 
Australian roads. That being said, the aims of this report were met in full. The goal was to review 
information about fatalities on Australian roads during which time it was discovered that while 
rates are decreasing in almost every state, they are increasing drastically in one particular 
territory: The Northern Territory. Upon further analysis it was discovered that this territory had 
no speed limits until 2006 after which the universal speed limit remained very high. Findings 
indicated that higher speed limits were directly correlated with higher number of fatalities. 
While the government continues to dedicate the 2013 year to a fatality free anti-speeding 
campaign, this will do no good if the high speeding issue of the Northern Territory is not 
resolved.  

 

5 Recommendations  

In order to cap such figures in the Northern Territory the government has begun implementing 
more speed restrictions and demerits related to speeding. Such measures have proven 
successful in punishing those who speed; unfortunately the penalties have not put a stop to or 
even reduced fatalities on these roads. This indicates that there need to be alternative measures 
implemented to reduce fatalities. Bearing this in mind the government is implementing an 
enhanced anti-speeding campaign in 2013 whose aim is to reduce fatalities in road crashes 
across the country.  

 

5.1 Recommendation one 

It is recommended that the government reduce the overall speed limits in the Northern 
Territory on both highways and main roads. This will reduce the rate of road crashes and 
fatalities in the area which will simultaneously reduce the social fiscal impact these crashes have 
on the area.  

While the anti-speeding campaigns coupled with the fatality-free goals of 2013 are admirable, 
they do not focus on the root of the problem. These goals will only encourage drivers to not 
speed. Not speeding means the drivers adhere to the speed limits already in existence. As 
statistics show, with higher speed limits there are higher fatality rates. As such, if the 
government wants to ensure that fatality rates are reduced the current anti-speeding campaign 
must be implemented simultaneously with reduced universal speed limits. This is particularly 
true in the Northern Territory where the rates continue to increase, defying previous anti-
speeding and anti-fatality campaigns.  
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Appendices 

Appendix One 

ROAD TRAFFIC FATALITIES 
 

 

2007 

 

 

2008 

 

 no. 
per 100,000 

persons(a) 

per 10,000 
motor 

vehicles 
registered(b) 

 

no. 
per 100,000 

persons(a) 

per 10,000 motor 
vehicles 

registered(b) 

 

New South 
Wales 

435 6.32 1.00 
 

397 5.70 0.88 

Victoria 332 6.40 0.87 
 

303 5.72 0.77 
Queensland 360 8.61 1.19 

 

327 7.64 1.03 
South Australia 124 7.83 1.07 

 

99 6.18 0.84 
Western 
Australia 

235 11.16 1.40 
 

209 9.66 1.20 

Tasmania 45 9.12 1.18 
 

40 8.03 1.02 
Northern 
Territory 

58 26.99 4.91 
 

75 34.10 6.10 

Australian 
Capital Territory 

14 4.12 0.60 
 

14 4.07 0.58 

Australia 1 603 7.62 1.08 
 

1 464 6.85 0.96 
 

(a) Estimated resident population at 30 June. 
(b) Number of registered motor vehicles and motor cycles (excludes tractors, caravans, plant and 
equipment) at 31 March. 
Source: Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government. 

 


