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1.  Illegal immigrants arriving into Australia by boat.  

There are many ways that you can define an illegal immigrant.  In Australia, they are best known as 

“boat people”.  In the United States they are known as “Aliens”.   So what does it mean to be an 

illegal immigrant? Let’s break the words down.  “Illegal” means to not obey law and “immigrant” 

means to become a permanent resident of a country.   Putting it together would mean a person has 

unlawfully entered our country.   

Becoming a resident in Australia is very difficult and for some people impossible (e.g. those with 

criminal histories).  The Australian federal law states everyone, including the Prime Minister must 

declare goods when entering the country.  This can be done at airports, seaports, etc.  Inspections 

are conducted by Customs & Boarder Protection.   

So what are the risks?  Illegal immigrants are dangerous.  Because they don’t follow the law and they 

unlawfully enter the country, they are potentially exposing us to diseases that have not affected the 

country yet.  The illegal immigrants might also bring a something that might seem harmless such as a 

leaf. Leafs can have diseases also.  In saying that, bringing it to Australia could cause a wildlife 

disaster.  

Personally, I believe Australia should maintain strong boarder protection.  Better yet – increase it.  I 

think it is very sad what happens in those countries and how their governments treat them.   But we 

can’t be light on people and let everyone in the country.  We need to introduce tough laws on them.  

Boat people target countries with relaxed laws.  Example countries are Australia, New Zealand, 

Canada and the United States.  For example, the laws back in the days of the Kings and Queens were 

very tough.  That’s why most people were law abiding citizens.  For example, caught stealing bread 

and they would remove the hand.   While in a modern society that isn’t really acceptable, something 

like five years in prison then deported back would make those think twice about illegally moving 

here.   

Boat people are such a controversial topic in today’s society.   Everyone is bound to have a different 

view’s.  Mine for example would not be the same as say a friend.  Because this topic is discussed so 

much it can be seen on TV shows, (e.g. A Current Affair, Nine News and talk shows) and it is also on 

newspapers and I also get my information from others.  Is my information accurate?  Short answer is 

probably not.  

Unless we were discussing how many boat people arrive in Australia each year there is no right or 

wrong answer.  Same goes with debating murder – some might say an eye for an eye and others 

would say people deserve a second chance after say a 30 year imprisonment.   

Absolutely my views are subject to change.  Like most people – views will change over time.  It is the 

media and those around us that influence our decisions.  However it wouldn’t change overnight.  I’d 

have to educate myself better on the issue and gather information from the media but also more 

reliable resources such as University reports.   



 

2. War in the Middle East and deployment of Australian soldiers 

The Middle East comprises of countries such as Iraq and Afghanistan.  These are known as third 

world countries.  There is little rest and a high level of violence.  This is due to a fallen and corrupt 

government along with the rise of terrorism practices across the Middle East.   

On 11th September 2001 nineteen terrorists took over four passenger planes.    Two of those planes 

intentionally crashed into the World Trade Centre (one to the left and one to the right).  It is said 

around two hours later the World Trade Centre went crashing into the ground.  The third plane 

crashed into the Pentagon and the forth crashed into a field as the passengers on the plane took 

control over it.  It is believed around 3,000 died in those attacks and all nineteen terrorists were 

killed.     

It was shortly after this George W. Bush declared war with the Middle East to seek out the 

mastermind known as Osama Bin Laden.  It wasn’t until 2nd May 2011 that the leader was captured 

and executed.   

I believe George W. Bush made the right choice.  Terrorism is murder – but on a larger scale.  When 

someone’s life is taken it is natural for those around that person such as family and friends to want 

to bring the perpetrator to justice.  But was it right for Australia?  I absolutely believe so.  Australia 

and the United States have close ties.  Australia also lost some people during the attacks.  So 

therefore I believe John Howard also made the right choice.   

However – the length and the cost seems to be very controversial here in Australia.  For example, 

troops overseas would get around $70,000 a year.  We have thousands of soldiers overseas so that 

alone is putting on a big financial toll.  Then we also need to think about the extras.  For example, 

accommodation and air-conditioning along with food healthcare and petrol, etc.  It could be costing 

Australia over a $1 billion per annual year.  That almost seems like a waste in money now that 

Osama Bin Laden has being killed.  We could be using that money here in Australia for healthcare, 

education, etc.  Places where it is more needed.   In all - it is agreed that most people in Australia 

now support the withdrawal of our troops.  

This information was gathered over the years through many resources.  For example:  the 

newspapers (Courier Mail and The Australian) along with the TV (A Current Affair and the news) and 

also by discussions with family and friends.    

Not all the information is accurate.  For example, debatable topics have no right or wrong answer.   
Facts such as the death toll along with who, what and when are accurate.   However – information 
seen on media is almost always made out to be worse than it is and as such I don’t see them as a 
reliable source.   
 
It is doubtful that I would change my opinion on this matter as the negatives outweigh the positives 
when it comes to returning our troops come.  So unless someone could come up with some realistic 
positives I’d be unlikely to change my mind.  
 
 
 



 
 

3. Sentencing to death of Australians caught trafficking drugs in Bali  
 
The sentencing to death of Australians caught trafficking drugs in Bali is a highly controversial topic.  
Close to one thousand Australians visit Bali every 12 months and some of which take drugs or travels 
there for the sole purpose of trafficking drugs.  Bali has a very different prosecuting system when 
comparing it to Australia.  Bali has tough laws and most Australians would see it as inhumane how 
some criminals are treated in Bali.  The country doesn’t have a proper sentencing structure like 
Australia does and as such many innocent people are imprisoned or even put on death row due to 
the lack of defence they can have in court.   
 
When Australian’s are caught trafficking drugs – they are arrested and detained.   When it is time for 
court the Bali Judge will decide whether the person is guilty or innocent.  The Judge will also decide 
the punishment.  This can range from a fine to imprisonment or the death penalty.   When an 
Australian is brought into the Bali criminal system there is nothing Australia can do to get that 
person out of trouble.   However consulate advice will be given and they will be supported in 
whatever means they can help.  This might include informing the family about the detainment and 
getting a letter sent across to them should they be on death row.   
 
The question about sentencing to death of Australian’s is whether it is fair or unfair?  We don’t have 
a system like that in Australia and at most a few years imprisonment would be given for such a 
crime.  The fact is also that this person is in another country might also state that she or he deserves 
to be treated equally and must obey all the laws like others do in Bali.   
 
On this issue I feel as though Australia should have more say in the sentencing of people overseas.  
Quite obviously imprisoning or carrying out the death penalty of an Australian will cost that country 
hundreds of thousands.   I believe countries should be able to negotiate a release or reduction of 
time in prison.    For example let’s assume John Smith, an Australian, was told he would be put on 
death row as a result of drug trafficking.  The Embassy should have someone trained and able to 
speak with the Judge to influence the decision.  So it might be that John Smith must return to 
Australia and be imprisoned for 10 years and forbidden to enter Bali ever again.   
 
I feel this way due to media influence, the society and rules I was brought up in quite frankly 
because I believe the death penalty is inhumane in this case.  I have seen documentaries about the 
Bali prisons along with a documentary on how an executioner felt sentencing people to death.   I 
have seen this on TV (A current affairs and the news), along with newspapers and word of mouth. 
 
As the world changes, my views will also change.   However my views will remain the same on 
execution of drug traffickers.  It isn’t humane at all.   
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1.   Illegal immigrants arriving into Australia by boat.  

The Customs and Boarder Protection Marine Unit conduct surveillance in Australian waters and work 
closely with the Royal Australian Navy in spotting illegal immigrants.  Customs and Boarder 
Protection also work with the Australian Federal Police (those who make arrests) and Australian 
Secret Intelligence Organisation (those who run background checks on illegal immigrants in 
detention centres).   
 
The following statistics are shown on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s (2012) website.   
 

“There were 6809 in immigration detention facilities and alternative places of destination”, 
“1217 people have been approved for a residence determination to live in the community”  
(DFAT, 2012 page 4)  
 
“The number of people in immigration detention who arrived unlawfully by air or boat as at 
July 31 July 2012 was 7699 representing about 96 per cent of the total immigration detention 
population”  This was quoted from the Immigration Detention Statistics handbook from 
DFAT’s website.  (DFAT, 2012 page 5) 
 

The statistics have identified 96% of all those in immigration detention centres have either arrived in 
the air or by boat.  This shows the increasing importance of boarder protection in the air and also in 
the sea.    
 
Politicians really do play a big role in influencing the media.  Whatever is said to the media then 
becomes public for everyone to see.  In some states it’s legal to lie in parliament however this isn’t 
true in Queensland anymore.  So for those states that haven’t introduced this new law they can 
make lies which then can be used in a politicians favour to gain more votes on certain issues.  For 
example, a politician could simply state we have 2,000 illegal immigrants in detainment to prevent 
outrage, etc.   
 
I would most definitely encourage others to gather information from more reliable sources next 
time as opposed to taking in whatever the media has to say.  Researching is the key.  That could be 
visiting government websites, educational institutions such as Universities or even speaking to 
someone with firsthand knowledge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

War in the Middle East and deployment of Australian soldiers Part 2 

The Australian Defence Force comprises of three main groups.  The Royal Australian Air Force, 
(RAAF), Australian Army, (AA) and Royal Australian Navy, (RAN).  These groups together defend the 
skies, the ground and the sea.  Further these groups are broken down into different career paths.  
For example, the RAAF will have pilots and people trained to conduct surveillance from the skies.  
The AA has infantry and artillery groups and the RAN has ship gunners and people trained to move 
heavy units across water.  When referring to all three groups it is called the Australian Defence 
Force, (ADF).  “As at June 2009, Defence was one of the largest employers in Australia, with a diverse 
workforce of over 70, 000 permanent employees, plus part-time staff and Reservists”.  This can be 
found on the Australian Bureau of Statistics on under the headline, “people”.  (3) 
 
The war in the Middle East begun as a direct result of the terrorist attacks in the United States on 
the Twin Towers back in the year 2000.  The war is still present but is more seen as a Peace Keeping 
Mission since Osama Bin Laden was captured and killed in early 2012.   
 
The United States of America was the first country to deploy troops in the Middle East.  Following 
that Australia came to America’s aide and we have being in the war ever since.  Comparing Australia 
to America we have lost significantly less people than the Americans but the Americans have lost 
more people than they have killed.  The conflict is very costly, with America paying billions each year 
to fund basics such as food and air conditioning for the troops.  As such, American people believe it 
is time to end the war in order to save money.  The Australian people are very much the same and 
believe it is time for our troops to return home as it is costly for us and we have achieved the initial 
goal of killing Osama Bin Laden.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sentencing to death of Australians caught trafficking drugs in Bali – part 2  
 
Hundreds of Australians are imprisoned or sentenced to death overseas each year.  Bali is one of the 
few countries in the world that still imposes the death penalty upon others.   It doesn’t matter 
whether you are a citizen or an Australian tourist holidaying in Bali.  Should you be caught with a 
significant amount of drugs the Bali court will bring the death penalty upon the people.   
 
However given the corruption in the government large sums of money from $50,000AUD and up 
sometimes can get people out of trouble and clear their names.  They might also impose other 
penalties in addition to the money such as to leave the country and never return.  For a current 
citizen it might be that the next time they won’t be so light and will force the death penalty on him 
or her.    
 
Most of the time Australians are sentenced to death overseas such as Bali is due to consuming or 
trafficking drugs.  Bali often will sentence people up to 30 years imprisonment for small amounts of 
drugs and the death penalty is almost certain for large quantities and for drug traffickers.   Some 
examples of Australians on death row are the “Bali Nine” who were arrested for terrorism.    
 
The views of Australians and the death penalty vary.   Some believe that when an Australian citizen 
goes overseas they should know and understand the laws and when they break them should accept 
the same penalty as what a citizen in Bali would get.  Other Australians believe that the death 
penalty is far too harsh and isn’t humane.  They might believe in a punishment such as imprisonment 
or they might believe they have the right to return to Australia and be imprisoned here where there 
healthcare and human rights will be assured.  Overall the majority of Australians don’t approve of 
the death penalty.  
 
 
 
 
 

(1) Australian Bauru of Statistics -  
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/0/6D4CD661FDBA3226CA25773700169C59?op
endocument –  Year Book Australia, 2009-10 

(2) Department of Immigration – immigration detention 
statisticshttp://www.immi.gov.au/managing-australias-
borders/detention/_pdf/immigration-detention-statistics-20120731.pdf(DFAT, 2012, page 4) 

(3) Department of Immigration – immigration detention statistics 
http://www.immi.gov.au/managing-australias-borders/detention/_pdf/immigration-
detention-statistics-20120731.pdf (DFAT,  2012, page 5)  
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