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Carmine M. Dono 1929-1999
Sal Dono
Assistant Scoutmaster

On October 21, 1999 Troop 76 lost one of it’s “new” 
old-timers.  Carmine was a member of Troop 76 for 6 
years but he had been involved in Scouting for more 
than 35.  Mr. D, or Grampa as he was known to the 
scouts, was the coffee man of the troop.  He would 
make the coffee and have some kind of treat at every 
meeting and every trip he attended.  He was also the 
adult who repaired the equipment along with Sal, his 
son, and Mr. Dillon.  As I ride the train to school I can 
only think of my Dad and what a career he had in 
Scouting.  Carmine has six sons who have been in a 
total of three troops.  Carmine was the Scoutmaster in 
Troop 43 for his sons Frank, Ben, and Carmine Jr.  He 
once said, “the traffic on the highway knew to get out of 
the way on Fridays ‘cause I had to rush home to take 
my boys camping.”   Carmine helped out in Troop 700 
with Michael and Christopher, attending many trips as 
well.  Then in 1994, a year after Sal joined Troop 76, 
Carmine became a fixture in this troop.  Many 
members of the troop would go to Carmine for advice 
on many things.  Carmine has also camped with Troop 
438, his son Frank’s troop, and has served on Eagle 
Boards in Troop 8.  Carmine was also a scout in Troop 
376 from 1941-1943 57 years ago.  He earned the rank 

of Tenderfoot.  Carmine will be greatly missed by 
many.  Many troop leaders and adults have said that 
no one made coffee like Carmine.  My fellow Scouters, 
let’s not remember Carmine’s death, let’s celebrate his 
life.                  ●
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Camping in the Air
Joseph Zygnerski
Assistant Scoutmaster

On January 8 and 9 the Brooklyn Council held a 
camporee on the roof of the Empire State Building, 
where the Greater New York Council offices are located. 
Troops who participated in the Council’s camp Rewards 
Program were invited to attend.  The Council called it a 
“progressive camporee,” where the locations of each 
activity is different.  This was the first progressive 
camporee for the Brooklyn Council.

At 8:30 a.m. the six troops met at the New York Marriott 
Brooklyn and hiked across the Brooklyn Bridge into 
Manhattan after touring the Marriott and the Brooklyn 
anchorage of the bridge.  Through Wall Street and the 
Bull with a stop at several other places in Manhattan. 
Dinner was eaten on the 80th floor of the Empire State 
Building and the Scouts explored both there and St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral.

Our scouts had a lot of fun camping on the roof and 
being one step away from a busy building.  At 5 a.m. 
there was even some excitement  with a helicopter flying 
around and the filming of a commercial.                     ●

Scouting for Food Drive
Eric Simonson
Assistant Scoutmaster

We just ended the Scouting for Food Drive this past 
weekend February 26, 2000, which is also a date to 
remember because it was Phillip Romano’s Birthday. 
He is now a Teenager.

The work for the food drive started a few weeks with 
asking St. Bernard’s if we could set up a box in the 
back of the church.  After we got approval we stuffed 
over 800 flyers in the Church Bulletins.  Between the 
four Masses on February 20, we were able to collect 
over 200 pounds of food.   And that was with only a 
flyer in the Bulletin.  The BSA Council was able to set 
us up at the Key Food on Rockaway Parkway where 
we shared the handing out of flyers with Troop 152. 
We were there from 10am till 2pm.  Atom. who is the 
store manager of Key Food, was great; he had the 
flyers all ready for us and sent his staff to gather 
boxes and even let us store the food ion his office 
until it could be picked up.  At this location we were 
able to collect over 400 pounds of food and Troop 
152 was able to walk away with over 80 pounds.  The 
food donation box was left at St. Bernard’s for a 
second Sunday on February 27 when we were able 
to collect another 50 pounds of food.  We collected 
over 650 pounds of food for the hungry.  The food 
that was collected was picked up by the Coalition of 
Concerned Medical Professionals and all of the food 
will go to feed the hungry of Brooklyn.       ●

The Woodbadge Experience
Sal Dono
Assistant Scoutmaster

Woodbadge is the ultimate in adult training courses for 
volunteers.  If you were ever a Boy Scout this course will 
bring back many memories.  If you were never a Boy 
Scout this will make you view the scouting program from 
the eyes of the scouts.  Glen and myself attended the 
recent Woodbadge course NE III-144.  NE is Northeast 
region; III is the third section in the region and 144 is the 
144th course given in this section.  You are put into 
patrols for the three weekends of camping and two 
patrol meetings in between camping trips.  The course is 
in two parts:  the practical or learning part and the 
application part.  You are taught eleven skills in the 
practical part and you have to formulate a proposal or 
“ticket” in which you use the eleven skills.  As part of 
your ticket there is service to your troop, community and 
self.  The ticket is then worked, or carried out.  You have 
six months to two years to complete your ticket.  After 

completion you get your Woodbadge beads, 
neckerchief and waggle, which is the slide that you 
wear.  On average only 1 adult leader in 20 earns 
Woodbadge.  To make a ticket equivalent on a scout 
level it would be like completing seven Eagles Scout 
projects.  Mr. Farrell, who completed Woodbadge 
course NE 11-17 in 1974-75, is the only other leader 
in Troop 76 who knows what it was like to complete 
Woodbadge—and it made him a more prepared 
leader to become Scoutmaster in 1981.            ●
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Troop 76 Mourns the 
Passing of Two Long-Time 
Committee Members
John Farrell
Scoutmaster

This fall committee members Carmine Dono Sr. and 
Donald Scanlon came to the end of the trail of life. 
Donald, a 35-year veteran of the troop, and Carmine, a 
member for many years, came to be loved and 
respected by all they touched.  Their “senior” status, on 
the committee gave them the perspective of time and 
they always counseled with a friendly line.  Don, with 
his “listen kid” to this 45-year old was never taken 
wrong.  He always was a true gentleman, ready to 
admire and counsel this "kid."   Carmine, words can’t 
explain the pleasure of a friendship that was all too 
short.  His dedication to our equipment and his one-
liners are now part of the lore of the troop.  After a 
recent Friday night meeting the junior leaders and 
adult leaders visited our usual haunt, the Kings Plaza 
Diner.  Having arrived a few minutes after the rest I 
observed two vacant place settings; upon my asking 
the Assistant Senior Patrol Leader said “One for you, 
one for Mr. D.”

They both will be missed.   But what a wonderful 
experience to know two true scouts.                 ●

Scout Sunday Celebrates 
Our Scouting Past and 
Present
John Farrell
Scoutmaster

On Sunday, February 6, Cub Scouts from Pack 76 
and their leaders joined troop members at the 10:00 
Mass at St. Bernard’s for a celebration of our 
scouting community’s duty to God.  After Mass all 
joined in light refreshments.  During Mass the 
departed members of the troop were honored and 
remembered.

Joseph Jurain

James Lutkins

Gerard Agoglia

George McPherson

John Vigiliante

Anthony “Mike” Grillo

Robert Romano

Michael Killeen

Neil Kennedy

Mary Walton

Janet Franco

John Skelly

Anthony Genevese

Carmine Dono

Donald Scanlon

Troop 76 Takes Advantage 
of Technology
Joseph Zygnerski
Assistant Scoutmaster

Troop 76 has finally begun to take advantage of the 
technological resources of the Internet.  We have our 
website at www.troop76-brooklyn.com and we’ve 
started a troop e-mail list.  The e-mail list will allow us 

to communicate by e-mail without having to send e-
mail to each member.  By e-mailing the list you can 
send announcements or questions to the entire troop 
staff.  We will soon be opening this up to parents and 
scouts as well, to connect the troop in another way.

On the troop website you can find the current calendar 
and newsletter, as well as our previous newsletters. 
Soon we will be scanning the entire troop newsletter 
collection and adding a few to the website.

Since I often find it difficult to juggle newsletter, 
website, and my own work, anyone who is interested in 
writing for the newsletter or helping out with the 
website should talk to me.  We also want to make the 
newsletter part of Journalism merit badge.             ●
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 Y2K and Beyond
Andrea Cataffo
Committee Chairperson

This year when we celebrated Scout Sunday we 
commemorated 90 years of Boy Scouting in the 
United States.  Scouting as we know it today began 
in England in 1907 when Sir Robert Baden-Powell 
took 20 boys on a camping trip where they learned 
survival in the outdoors, first aid, and citizenship 
values.  During the following year, an American 
publisher, Mr. William Boyce, visiting London, met 
one of these first scouts while lost in a thick London 
fog.  He was impressed when the boy would not 
take a tip for guiding him to safety and insisted on 
meeting Lord Baden-Powell.  Impressed and 
enthused, Boyce brought the ideas to America 
where one year later the Boy Scouts of America 
became official here.

Many things have changed in scouting and in our 
society since 1910.  This year as Scouts and 
Scouters all across America look back at their 
roots, we see those changes clearly.  But we also 
see that the foundation of Scouting—the Scout 
Oath and Law—has not changed.  In  these days 
we recommit ourselves to living these strong values 
daily.  These vows have been the mainstay of the 
World Wide Scouting Movement and are what will 
propel Scouting successfully into the New 
Millennium and beyond.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TROOP 76 SCOUTS!!!

Spirit of 76

Scouting News for the St. Bernard’s Scouting Community

ASM Sal Dono Committee Chair Andrea Cataffo
Contributing Writer  Contributing Writer                   

ASM Eric Simonsen SM John Farrell
Contributing Writer Contributing Writer

ASM Joseph Zygnerski
Editor and Webmaster

For another copy of this newsletter and updated information on activities, visit us on the web at

www.troop76-brooklyn.com

Spirit of 76 Needs You!
Become More Involved With This 
Newsletter
Joseph Zygnerski
Editor and Webmaster

I’ve taken the time to write a little “Letter From the 
Editor” because something needs to be said louder than 
it has before:  “The Spirit of 76 needs articles, 
photographs, comic strips, and suggestions.”   Who can 
write for the SO76?  Anyone, parents, scouts, adult 
leaders.  If you look at the credits below, you’ll notice 
that everyone who wrote an article was an adult.  The 
comics and other bits in our new section were all 
submitted by ASM Sal Dono, who did a lot for this issue. 
Looking through the newsletter you’ll notice only one 
picture.  That’s because I went and asked for that picture 
to go with our first story.  We need photographs, and I 
know they’re out there.  Also, I put the newsletter 
together myself, amid schoolwork, scouting, and my 
personal life.  That’s why it takes so long for the 
newsletter to come out.

We want to put out another newsletter before the end of 
the Scouting year, in only a few months.  Any scout or 
scouter who attended any of the March or April trips 
should try their hand at writing about it, even if it’s just a 
small anecdote.

The troop website also needs suggestions and people to 
help design it.  Right now it’s small and simple, it could 
grow to be much better.  Please help out.                  ●
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We Know What it’s Like
Having Fun With Scouting

You’re Too Serious About 
Scouting If…
You might be taking your scouting 
seriously if:
You buy that ’89 Chevy Caprice because you really like that 
fleur-de-lis hood ornament (Like Sal & Glen).

Your favorite color is “olive drab.”

You decide to lash together the new deck on the back of your 
house.

You plan to serve foil meals at your next dinner party.

You walk the streets in broad daylight with a coffee cup and a 
flashlight hanging from your belt.

You raise your hand in the scout sign at a heated business 
meeting.

You were arrested by airport security because you wouldn’t give up your official BSA pocket knife until the cop said 
“thank you.” (Never a problem for Mr. Farrell.)

You didn’t mind losing power in your house for three days.  (Or were prepared for the “Millennium Bug.”)

You sneak a cup of “bug juice” after the troop turns in for the night.

You gave your wife a mummy bag rated –15 deg for Christmas.

You bought 10,000 shares of Coleman stock on an inside tip that they were about to release a microwave 
accessory for their camp stove.  (Or you used to own half of Thunderbird Teepee…)

A trip to Philmont is a pilgrimage.

Singing “Scout Vespers” makes you cry uncontrollably.

You actually own a left handed smoke shifter.

The Scouts in your troop chipped in to have you abducted by a professional cult de-programmer.


