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Serena Zane Profile 

 Local author, Serena Zane, shares information on her writing career, the lessons she’s 

learned along the way, and tips for aspiring authors. 

 Zane writes paranormal romance, action/adventure romance, and sweet romance short 

stories and novels with strong female lead characters. To date, she’s released sixteen books, 

including four full-length novels and three series: The Hunter Diaries, The Dark Warrior and The 

Jewels series. 

 She started out publishing her best-selling short stories through Books to Go Now. Zane 

recently released an anthology comprised of four short stories from The Hunter Diaries series, 

which is available in both electronic and print formats. The four books in The Jewels series were 

originally self-published but were recently sold to a publisher and are being re-released starting 

in May, 2013. 

In 2011, Zane won the Lucy Monroe Award for her work through the Olympia chapter of 

the Romance Writers of America. She is currently the chapter’s secretary and web minister and 

is very active in supporting and promoting fellow authors.  

 When asked why she became an author, Zane said: “I love to write. That’s what it comes 

down to, I love to write. I’m one of those people who…always [has] something going on in my 

brain, some sort of fantasy, imagination…and I’ve always written, ever since I was little.” Her 

first book, written on pink and purple construction paper in Kindergarten class, was entitled My 

First Romance Novel. Zane also recalled a story she wrote in the eighth grade called Reckless  
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Abandon that won her second place in a young author’s contest; Reckless Abandon was a 

Regency-era story about a young woman who becomes a highwayman.  

According to Zane, a good story must capture the imagination of the reader and draw 

them in from the very beginning.  

Her first love is the paranormal romance genre but Zane said her background in Criminal 

Justice has inspired ideas for her action/adventure romance stories. Her participation in the 

Middle Ages recreationist educational non-profit organization, the Society for Creative 

Anachronism (SCA), also inspired three sweet romance short stories. Once she gets a story idea, 

said Zane, it sticks in her brain and won’t let go. “Any aspect of your life can bring about an 

idea,” she added. 

For Zane, the hardest part of writing is the editing. She finds the actual writing to be easy 

and uses techniques such as “sprinting.” free-writing for 30-minute intervals with 10-minute 

breaks in-between, to get her ideas onto paper. “Once I’m done with my sprints, I have edits 

because, if you’re a professional writer, you have not only the book that you’re currently 

working on, but you have all the other books that you’re editing,” Zane said. She finds it helpful 

to have a dedicated reader that can give objective feedback when she’s editing her stories. Edits 

are also needed after the writing is reviewed by critique partners, beta readers and, finally, the 

publisher. “There are always more edits to do,” she said. 

Keeping to a schedule helps. “You have to use time management,” said Zane. Most days, 

she spends one hour on social networking (e.g. Twitter, FaceBook, LinkedIn, etc.), three hours 

writing, and 2-5 hours editing, followed by promotions. “You have to meet your own deadlines, 

your publisher’s deadlines…deadlines are huge,” Zane said. 
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“I have spent two and a half years researching, studying, getting to know everything to do 

with promotions and writing,” said Zane, who offers these tips for new authors: 1) get a website; 

2) make sure your domain name is under your name as a writer; 3) know how to write a good 

query letter; and 4) write a newsletter every month and make it personal. Some authors blog, in 

addition to writing a newsletter. “Be willing to share with your readers…they want to know 

about you,” she said. 

Today’s writers have to go out and promote their own books, said Zane. “Everything is 

self-promoted,” she added. According to Zane, even traditional publishing houses don’t spend 

much on promotions, so you have to know social and digital media unless you’re willing to pay 

someone else to do it for you. Zane keeps a To-Do list for each book that is coming out that 

contains everything she needs to do to get her book promoted. “There’s a huge learning curve,” 

Zane said. Even once you’re familiar with all the steps and the tools, it’s still very time 

consuming. “The more you know yourself, the less it’s going to cost you [to promote your 

books],” she said. 

Her advice for would-be authors: “It’s always been very natural for me to write. If it’s a 

natural thing, if it’s what you want to do, [if] it’s what you love…[then] that’s what you should 

do because you’re not going to be happy otherwise.”  

She does admit to one writing quirk: Zane said she can’t focus on writing unless she 

listens to music. The music must be compatible with her storyline, though. Zane’s busy family 

knows that she’s off-limits when she puts in her ear buds and starts writing; they call her process 

“going into the zone.”  

Zane lives in Olympia, Washington with her husband and son. She works and writes full- 
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time, but her hopes for the future include being able to quit the former job and focus on her 

 writing career. Her dream is to have one of her books make the number one spot on the New 

York Times or USA Today bestseller’s lists. Zane said she has steps and goals to get her there. 

“You can’t be successful if you don’t try,” she added.  

Visit Serena’s website at http://serenazane.com for more information and her social 

media links.  
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