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“It wasn’t a calling of mine,” Donn Moyer, the media relations manager for the 

Washington State Department of Health, said of his career. “When I decided to get out of 

broadcasting, or at least take a break from it, I wanted to find out… how does what I have been 

doing for almost thirty years translate to a different type of work?” 

 From a young age, Donn had his feet in the entertainment business. His parents ran a 

small local access television station in Aberdeen that played movies and ran news. His father 

worked a shift at a local radio station.  

On his fifteenth birthday, Donn’s father broke his foot and couldn’t go do his shift. “I 

agreed to go and help the manager by pulling records out and putting them away. He just put me 

on the air and after the end of that shift, he said ‘You got a future in this if you want to do it.’” 

Donn said. 

After that, Donn immersed himself in the world of media. He started out working as a 

disc jocky and doing sportscasting for local high school and college sports teams, “then it just 

sort of snowballed from there and I ended up working in news for the next 29 years,” he said. 
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Donn found being on air exciting. He liked the diversity of media work, and his work 

history runs the gamut of radio and television broadcast news, from working the sound boards to 

commercial writing to news anchoring and hard news broadcasting.  

Eventually, his skills landed him a job at CHIRO, where he worked for 17 years. “It was 

the nation’s number one local news station, and I was very pleased and honored to be a part of 

that team,” Donn said. 

But Donn wasn’t content to linger in broadcasting. He wanted to try his hand at 

something new. Public health had a sort of allure to it. Here was a field where there were a 

variety of topics, and the challenge was to get news coverage on them and earn a place in the 

public consciousness. 

His initial job description had him writing very narrowly focused news releases on 

disciplinary actions taken against health care practitioners like doctors and nurses. “That got me 

into the system and I figured out how things worked,” he said.  

As he continued to flourish and grow in his knowledge of the agency, the topics he was 

able to cover broadened, “And next thing you know, I’m promoted to media relations manager 

nine months after I started,” Donn said. 
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As media relations manager, Donn is now in charge of a variety of tasks. He is primarily 

responsible for external communication with the media, but he also does internal work, 

facilitating the communications between different state agencies, writing memos, and producing 

online content for the Department of Health. 

“I’m the exception to the rule. I’m a self-taught journalist. I had a lot of mentors along 

the way, but I don’t have a formal education in it,” Donn said. The most important elements to 

journalistic success, he believes, are good interpersonal communication skills and the ability to 

write clearly and concisely. 

Donn is on his thirteenth year working with the Department of Health. When asked what 

he finds most rewarding about his job, he replied, “When we learn something as an agency that 

can help protect people.” He cited the 2012 whooping cough epidemic as an example. “Knowing 

that we were able to react quickly… I really believe that that helps protect people.” 

 

-30- 


