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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: Courtney Hamar
Office: 405-951-3381, Cell: 405-203-4676
YWCA Oklahoma City’s Jackie Steyn receives Distinguished Service Award

OKLAHOMA CITY (October 2, 2012): On September 20, 2012 Jackie Steyn, YWCA Oklahoma City Chief Programs and Compliance Officer, was awarded the Distinguished Service Award for Excellence in Service to Victims and Survivors of Violence Against Women.
This award is to honor a person who is dedicated to protecting and supporting Oklahoma victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking.  

“There is no greater advocate for victims of domestic violence than Jackie Steyn,” said Jan Peery, CEO of the YWCA Oklahoma City. “Because of her dedication and desire to educate the community on domestic violence and sexual assault while making herself readily available to our clients, Jackie is making a tremendous difference in our community.”

Steyn has worked alongside women and children who have experienced domestic and sexual violence since 2002. From the unique vantage point of both a Licensed Professional Counselor and a victim’s advocate, she developed the Children’s Services Program at the YWCA Oklahoma City. She shares this knowledge at a local and statewide level in efforts to decrease the trauma of children who have been impacted by family violence.

In addition, Steyn chaired the Oklahoma Coalition Against Domestic Violence Children’s Services Committee from 2008 to 2011, resulting in improved domestic violence service provider responses to child victims. Steyn shares her expertise and experience to the Office of the Attorney General’s Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Advisory Board.


Steyn was given a beautifully framed proclamation signed by Governor Mary Fallin for her hard work and dedication.
About the YWCA Oklahoma City
The YWCA Oklahoma City is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and promoting peace, justice and dignity for all.  The YWCA Oklahoma City is best known as the only certified shelter for battered women and children in Oklahoma County.  More than 15,000 women, children and men receive help through YWCA programs, including emergency shelter for battered women and children, counseling, support groups, child care, transitional housing, financial literacy, batterer's intervention and other services.  Ongoing community outreach efforts of the YWCA provide education on the issues of domestic and family violence, the empowerment of women and strategies to end racism.  For more information on the YWCA Oklahoma City, visit www.ywcaokc.org. 
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