Preliminary Hearing Concludes


A preliminary hearing in the Oct. 2012 double homicide on Standing Buffalo has recently wrapped up.


The events of last Oct. 11 left two members of the Standing Buffalo First Nation, Jessica Redman, 27, and Sheldon Yuzicappi, 28, dead; and three more - Brittany Bear, then 21, Kody Bear, then 22, and a third who was under 18 at the time of the murder and cannot be named under the Youth Criminal Justice Act, facing charges.


Brittany Bear turned herself into Fort Qu’Appelle RCMP members in the early hours of October 12. Constable Marcus Crocker, who was on call that night, testified about receiving the report.


“I got a call around 4:50 a.m. .... from Natasha Bear (saying) that Brittany Bear was at her house and wanted to turn herself in,” Crocker said during the preliminary hearing.


Kody Bear and the unnamed youth also turned themselves in shortly after. 


“I received a call en route (to Standing Buffalo to talk to Brittany) saying that Kody and (the youth) had also done something bad.”


Crocker said that he had wondered if the two calls - which came from separate residences on Standing Buffalo First Nation - were related, but had no way of knowing at the time.


Court heard that Brittany directed RCMP to Jessica Redman’s residence on the Standing Buffalo First Nation, where the bodies of Redman and Yuzicappi were discovered. 


At approximately 5:54 a.m. E.M.S. noted that Yuzicappi, who had a blade broken off into his back and obvious trauma surrounding his head, was deceased. Shortly thereafter E.M.S. advised that Redman was also deceased.


Brittany Bear was subsequently arrested for murder and taken back to the Fort Qu’Appelle detachment. 


Crocker testified that later that morning he was informed that Kody Bear and the youth would be turning themselves in, and he was present when the two of them, accompanied by their mother, came into the station.  


The preliminary hearing for Brittany and Kody Bear took place in Fort Qu’Appelle from June 24 to 28. Several witnesses, including Crocker, were called and testified to the events of the evening and following day.


Prior to the conclusion of the preliminary hearing, Brittany Bear had consented committal to First Degree Murder. 


At any time before the conclusion of the preliminary inquiry the accused may consent to committal. The justice may, at any stage of a preliminary inquiry, with the consent of the accused and the prosecutor, order the accused to stand trial without taking or recording any further evidence.


As a result, Brittany Bear will go to Queen’s Bench Trial, which is the superior trial court for the province, at an as-yet undetermined date. 


Kody Bear’s trial has been adjourned to July 18, for decision following the preliminary hearing.


The youth also consented committal to First Degree Murder, and will go to Queen’s Bench Trial at an as-yet undetermined date.

