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In late August 2013, University Hospitals Case Medical Center researchers announced a discovery related to an innovative form of imaging. In the Current Radiology Reports article entitled “PET/MRI: Applications in Clinical Imaging," the authors discussed how the combination of positron emission tomography (PET) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) can identify certain types of cancer better than other methods. Using data from both forms of imaging provides a significant amount of information related to the patient's bio-chemical, anatomical, metabolic, molecular, and physiologic condition. 

The first cancer facility to utilize this technology, University Hospitals Case Medical Center Seidman Cancer Center examined 145 patients. They discovered that the resulting data produces greater accuracy about the location and stage of various cancers, including colorectal, cervical, and pancreatic, which better allows doctors to establish treatment plans and monitor the disease's progress. Another benefit from this method involves reduced radiation exposure when compared to other imaging methods.

