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I don’t know everything: 
How can I empower my students?

Presented as a part of the ACTFL Fall 2013 Webinar Series: Putting the Learner Out Front

Part 1 – Learner Autonomy

1. What does an autonomous language learner look like?

2. What environments empower learner autonomy?
o Participatory Culture
o Web-based Activities
o Personalized Learning
o Project-based Learning
o Flipped Classroom
o Online Courses

Part 2 – Setting the Stage: What is technology integration really about?

1. Technology use versus Technology integration

2. Changing roles of students and teachers

Part 3 –Design for Learning Autonomy

We can foster learner empowerment through:

1. Resources – Independent use of learning materials and ability to locate them
2. Technology – Access, tools, tutorials
3. Learner Supports – Teacher-created guides like rubrics or stand-alone tools like 

Linguafolio
4. Curriculum–Learner choice and input with relevancy and authenticity 
5. Teacher Behavior – Teacher decisions to foster autonomous learning
6. Individual Learner Attributes – What traits do learners already possess relative to 

autonomous learning and how do we encourage them?

Note:Digital Literacy is an essential set of skills, knowledge and dispositions for both 
teachers and students across these six design areas.  For more insight, see my Livebinder 
on Digital Literacy for World Language Teachers: http://bit.ly/FLANC2013
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Suggested Web resources

Point students toward authentic news and information sources

>>Newspapers – Engage students in authentic, current news from around the globe in the 
target language with Today’s Front Pages (www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages) made 
possible by the Newseum (www.newseum.org) 

>>Radio – Locate talk and news radio in the target language with Radio-locator
(www.radio-locator.com/cgi-bin/nation)

>>TV News - See streaming and archived news stories via wwiTV (http://wwitv.com)

Assess autonomous learning 

>>Assessing student choice assignments – Take a look at these suggestions from world 
language teachers (http://bit.ly/16c6foM) regarding ways to promote and assess student 
projects and choice activities via #langchat (http://bit.ly/16eD1SQ)

>>Rubrics - Examples for assessing a variety of autonomous learning activities, compiled by 
the University of Wisconsin Stout School of 
Education:http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/rubrics.cfm

>> Types of Rubrics – Make sure your rubric is appropriate to the task and to the level of 
detail with these guidelines (http://bit.ly/1bVdK83) from the University of Texas’ 
Instructional Assessment Resources website. 

>>Google Forms Rubric – Learn how to use Google Forms to create an online rubric: 
http://bit.ly/Mx4Ufo

>>Portfolio – Learn more about Portfolio Assessment in the Foreign Language Classroom
from the National Capital Foreign Language Center: www.nclrc.org/portfolio/modules.html

>>Linguafolio - LinguaFolio®(http://bit.ly/172aHJt)is a portfolio assessment instrument 
designed to support individuals in setting and achieving their goals for learning languages.  
Learn more from the National Council of State Supervisors for Languages. 

Connecting students with other native speakers

NOTE: Carefully review the Terms of Service of any such site since many do not allow account 
creation for students under the age of 18.  It is strongly suggested that the teacher be directly 
involved in the establishment of such exchanges to ensure student safety via the Web. 

>>LiveMocha (http://livemocha.com) – Learn, teach, and explore through this online service 
available in 35 languages!

>>The Mixer (www.language-exchanges.org) – Check out this site whose purpose is to 
connecting language learners with native speakers. 

>>MyLanguageExchange (www.mylanguageexchange.com) - Find a partner at the online 
community and practice your second language with a native speaker who is learning your 
language.
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