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J.K. Rowling unveils Guelph-Humber’s new $100 million library 

 

TORONTO, Dec. 1, 2012 – J.K. Rowling, author of the best-selling Harry Potter book series, 

appeared as the guest of honour at today’s grand opening of the University of Guelph-Humber’s 

new library. Over 500 students, faculty and community members were on hand to hear Rowling 

speak at the launch of the school’s state-of-the-art, $100 million building.  

 

“The opening of this library marks our latest, and most significant, step on our journey towards 

becoming Ontario’s finest post-secondary institution,” says Vice-Provost John Walsh, after whom 

the new library will be named. “Ms. Rowling’s attendance here today makes this occasion all the 

more special.”  

 

The ceremony, which began with remarks from Walsh, marked the completion of a project over 

two years in the making. Designed by famed architectural firm BK Skinner, the building stands 

eight-storeys high and features a contemporary hybrid of glass and steel beams. This is the first 

project that Skinner’s architectural firm has agreed to design for an academic institution, and 

among its many notable features are over 125 commissioned works of art.  

 

Rowling, in a rare public appearance, congratulated the university on its new library and read a 

passage from her latest novel.  

 

“It’s not often that I accept invitations to speak at events like these,” Rowling says. “But when I 

learned of Guelph-Humber’s truly innovative facility and the school’s unwavering dedication to 

improving the learning opportunities of its students, I proudly accepted.”  

 

The Guelph-Humber Media Students’ Association presented a brief video presentation 

documenting the library’s journey from conception to reality. The library will officially open for 

student use on Monday.  

 

About the University of Guelph-Humber 

The University of Guelph-Humber was established in 2002 as a collaboration between the 

University of Guelph and the Humber Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning. This 

unique partnership allows Guelph-Humber to offer its students an invaluable combination of 

theoretical knowledge and practical experience. Undergraduate students earn a university honours 

degree from Guelph and a college diploma from Humber after four years of full-time study. The 

University of Guelph-Humber offers seven undergraduate programs in a variety of fields, with 

3,400 students currently enrolled. 
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