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Tyler’s Story
Payton’s Toy Box 
Helps 6-Year-Old 
Boy

Hello From The 
CEO
Our Recent Success

This Month’s 
Friend Of The 
Box

Ashley Staton

Payton’s Toy Box raised more than 
$32,500 at its annual Tee Off For The 

Kids golf tournament fundraiser that was 
held on June 29, 2013.

The event, which raised money for 
children with cancer, had more than 300 
participants. Among the participants 
were the hospitalized children and 
their families. Activities included moon 
bounces for the children, 
an auction, games on 
the green and lunch.

Taylor Coney, CEO, 
was excited about 
getting the children 
involved.

“It was great for the 
hospitalized children 
and their families to be 
out there having fun,” 
Coney said. “They got 
the chance to help out 
with the games on the 
green and the auction. 
It was exciting to see 
them interact with and 
get to know the people 
who are out there and 
supporting them during 
their tough fight against 
cancer.”

The organization made more than 
$25,000 last year at the fundraising golf 
tournament. It is safe to say that Payton’s 
Toy Box has kept up that momentum.

Payton’s Toy Box raises money to help 
children with cancer. The organization 
provides toys for children in the hospital 
and raises money to help the families 
with their expenses. The CEO, employees 

and volunteers believe 
that it is important to 
make children and 
their families feel as 
comfortable as possible 
in their time of need. 

“We plan to keep up the 
momentum by hosting 
more events throughout 
the year,” Coney said. 
“The golf tournament 
had such a great turnout 
and so much support. 
We want to do our best 
to help these children in    
    any way we can.”

Tee Off Fore The Kids
Annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser a Success
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Hello From the CEO
Taylor Coney Tells Of Her Joy With The Organization’s Recent Success

 Hey guys, 
I could not be 
more excited 
for the rest 
of this year’s 
events. The golf 
tournament was 
such a success 
that we have 
decided to add 
three more 

events to our calendar for this year. 

I want to say thank you to everybody 
who participated in our golf 
tournament, whether it was players, 
donors, volunteers, or the hospitalized 
children and their families. I cannot 
say thank you enough. We greatly 
appreciated every single bit, and we 
look forward to seeing you there again 
next year.

The money that we have raised so far 
this year will not only go toward toys 
and games for the children but toward 
washing machines, dryers, miniature 
refrigerators and reclining chairs for 
each of the hospital rooms.

 

We are really focusing on making 
the families feel more comfortable 
when they are required to stay in the 
hospital for extended amounts of time. 
We believe that these appliances and 
furnishings will help relinquish some 
of the stress on the families.

Without the support of the 
community, we would not be able to 
help these wonderful children. It brings 
me such joy to see their faces light up 
when they get a new toy or game. It is 
also so humbling to see their families 
be able to relax as you tell them you 
can help lift the burden of medical bills 
off their shoulders.

This Newsletter is published monthly by Payton’s Toy Box’s 
communications director, Tara Roberts. For more information 
about Payton’s Toy Box or to make a donation, go to paytonstoybox.
com. For questions or comments, please contact Tara Roberts at 
405-315-6010 or at tara.robers@PTB.com

2



For a boy who loves to play Power Rangers 
and T-ball, news of neuroblastoma cancer can 
seem like the end of the world.

 6-year-old Tyler Williams was 
diagnosed with stage four neuroblastoma 
cancer only two years ago in June 2011, after 
collapsing at a T-Ball game.

 Neuroblastoma is a rare disease in 
which a solid tumor is formed by special 
nerve cells called neuroblasts. It occurs almost 
exclusively in infants and children and is 
slightly more common in boys than in girls. About 700 
new cases of neuroblastoma are diagnosed each year 
in the United States. With treatment, many children 
with neuroblastoma have a good chance of surviving, 
according to the Kids Health website.

 Immediately after being 
diagnosed, Tyler began treatment. 
He has received  radiation, 
chemotherapy and three stem cell 
transplants, which have required 
extended stays in the hospital with 
his parents Jim and Lori Williams.

 “Tyler has been so strong through all of this,” Jim 
said. “He doesn’t like being in the hospital. He often says 
that he misses home and playing outside with his older 
brother.”

 Payton’s Toy Box took Tyler its wing in August 
2011 after he was diagnosed. The organization has 
taken Tyler and his family in and provided them with 
a television, Xbox, toys and a recliner in Tyler’s hospital 
room. Payton’s Toy Box has also hosted a fundraising 
event to raise money for Tyler’s hospital expenses. 

 

Each child in Payton’s Toy Box is given a 
Friend of the Box. These are employees and 
volunteers who spend time with the child and 
his or her family. Volunteer Lance Johnson has 
been working with the Williams’ family for 
more than a year.

 “I have really enjoyed getting to know 
Tyler and his family on a deeper level,” Johnson 
said. “As Friends of the Box, we find out what 
it is that the family really needs to help them 
through this process. We find out if they need 

money to cover expenses or toys, games and 
furniture to make the children and their families feel 
more at home while they are staying in the hospital for 
extended periods.”

 Volunteers, employees and CEO Taylor Coney 
have been more than excited to 
work with Tyler’s family during his 
hospitalization.

    “Being told that your child has 
cancer can be an overwhelming 
and scary experience,” Coney said. 

“Treatments and expenses can take a huge toll on the 
child and the family. We often hear that many families 
are feeling helpless, and that is where Payton’s Toy Box 
really steps in to help pull them back up.”

 Tyler has been on the long road to recovery 
but has stayed strong throughout his fight. Though he 
has been staying in the hospital, Payton’s Toy Box has 
allowed for him to go outside and play his favorite game, 
T-ball, with his brother and friends.

 “I was so happy that I got to go play outside with 
my friends,” Tyler said. “I really miss playing with them. 
It was super great.”

Tyler’s Story
Payton’s Toy Box Helps 6-Year-Old Boy

“Tyler has been so strong 
through all of this.”
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This Month’s Friend Of The Box
Ashley Staton

Cancer is 
something well-
known to many 
people. It can 
happen to anyone 
and at any moment.

Ashley Staton, 22, 
spent her college 
years caring for a 
mother suffering 
with cancer. Staton’s 
mother lost her fight 

with pancreatic cancer at the age of 48. 

Staton began to volunteer for Payton’s Toy Box 
two years after the passing of her mother. She began 
by sorting through toys, books and games that had 
been donated to the organization. 

Staton became a Friend of the Box after only three 

months of volunteering. In this role, Staton gets to 
interact with the children and their families. She gets 
to play with the children and talk to the families to 
find out what they need.

“I really enjoy getting to connect with the children 
and their families,” Staton said. “I had such a hard 
time watching my mother during her battle, I can’t 
even begin to imagine how it must feel to see your 
child go through that same struggle. I simply try my 
best to let the child have fun and find out what the 
family really needs to help them in their tough time.

“I couldn’t imagine being anywhere other than 
Payton’s Toy Box at this point in my life,” Staton 
said. “I hope to really grow and become a part of this 
organization.”
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Coming Up

July 28 - Volunteer Fair
 -Find out how to get the best volunteer experience.

August 29 - Donor Dinner and Auction
 -Support Payton’s Toy Box while enjoying a 
  home-cooked meal.

July 28 - Children’s Carnival
 -Bring your children to the Payton’s Toy 
  Box Carnival.

You Can Help

If you would like to volunteer or 
donate to Payton’s Toy Box, or for 
more information, please contact us at 
paytonstoybox.com or 580-791-2446.


