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JUNEAU | The long term effects of child abuse were the topic of discussion Thursday for judges, law 

enforcement officers and members of community organizations. 

The Dodge County Community Justice Coordinating Committee heard a presentation from Linda Nauth on the 

effects of childhood abuse on brain development and personality before discussing different ways the issue 

could be addressed. 

Nauth, a psychologist who has worked with the department of corrections for 28 years, said she wanted to 

bring the issue before the committee because, rather than simply acknowledging that there is a problem, 

members often brainstorm on ways to get to the root of the problem. 

“I’ll start with the obvious,” Nauth said. “Child abuse hurts children.” 

She said less obvious is the damage that abuse causes as children age and become adults. 

“Victims often grow up to become perpetrators or repeat victims of violence,” Nauth said. 

She specified that not all criminals or victims were victims of abuse and not all victims of abuse grow up to 

become criminals or victims. She also said she is in no way excusing their behavior, because as adults, they are 

responsible for the decisions they make. 

She gave an example of an inmate she had worked with who had documented proof of abuse as a child and 

who had grown into an adult who was eventually sent to prison, admitting that he had verbally abused his 

girlfriend in addition to criminal behavior. 

“He was never described as a bad child,” Nauth said. “You could see that he wanted the closeness [of a 

relationship]. He wanted the intimacy. But he was afraid of it, too.” 

She said she’s been cursed at many times, and it would be easy to simply say that they are bad people, because 

they are in prison for the choices they have already made. 

“I wanted to go deeper,” she said. “Why would a grown man act this way?” 

She said in many cases, child abuse victims show a hyper-vigilance to their surroundings similar to Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder victims. However, in many cases, PTSD victims suffer from an isolated incident. 
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“The abuse and neglect of a child does not occur as isolated incidents,” Nauth said. “Children, when they’re 

abused, because they’re so egocentric, they believe that something is wrong with them.” 

She noted that often victims of child abuse or neglect become either abusers, if they externalize those feelings, 

or serial victims, if they internalize those feelings. She also noted that men tend to externalize more and 

women tend to internalize more. 

While the victims of abuse are often sympathetic, she said it is difficult to sympathize with the externalizing 

person who has become the abuser. 

“It’s the same abandonment issues show in two different ways,” Nauth said. 

PAVE executive director Jamie Kratz-Gullickson noted that there is work being done at the state level with the 

Department of Children and Families with attempting to intervene earlier in the process. 

She also said that they attempt to go into schools to educate teachers and staff about signs of abuse and neglect. 

However, she pointed out that schools have so much training to do already and a limited amount of time to do 

it. 

Sheriff Patricia Ninmann said that until the abuse and neglect are addressed and the children are given help 

during the developmental stages, the cycle will just continue. 

“We’ve got to go where the problems begin,” Ninmann said. 
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