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Metallica 

History 

 James Hetfield was 9 years old when he started his musical career. He began taking 

piano lessons, then moved on to his brother’s drums, and picked up his first guitar in his pre-

teens. With a plethora of musical talents, James quickly set out to become a rock star by 

starting his first band, Obsession, with the Veloz brothers and Jim Arnold. A few years later, 

James, guitarist Hugh Tanner and drummer Jim Mulligan formed Phantom Lord while jamming 

during lunch time. When James relocated to Downey, James talked bassist Ron McGovney into 

starting a band, Leather Charm, with him. Tanner and Mulligan were still in the band, the only 

changes being that James was singing without guitar. 

 Tanner was the first member to leave Leather Charm, soon followed by Mulligan. 

Without a drummer or guitarist, the band was forced to call it quits. However, Tanner is 

responsible for one of the most important introductions of James’ life. Tanner introduced 

James to Lars Ulrich. 

 Lars Ulrich has always been passionate about music. He attended his first rock show at 

age 10, the sounds of Ritchie Blackmore and Deep Purple turning him to the world of music and 

helped lead him astray from the world of tennis. When Lars was 13, he received his first drum 
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kit from his grandmother. Throughout Lars’ teenage years, music and tennis competed for 

attention and the number one spot in his life.  

 In the last 1970’s, music won out against tennis, and Lars began tape trading in southern 

California with Metal Blade Records Brian Slagel. Slagel was looking for bands to record songs 

for the first label release. Lars had a slot on the record, but no band to perform with. He had 

remembered jamming with James Hetfield and called him up to tell him about the album. This 

fateful album conceived Metallica. 

 Dave Mustaine started playing the guitar in his teen years. When Dave was 16 years, he 

was living on his own in Los Angeles, dealing drugs to support himself. One of his clients often 

failed to have money to pay for the drugs, so he traded the drugs for record albums. These 

records are how Dave got interested in heavy metal.  

 In 1981, Dave’s prayers of looking for or starting a band were answered when he 

answered a newspaper ad placed by Lars. When Dave went the audition advertised in the 

paper, he plugged in his equipment and started warming up. Before his audition even began, 

Lars and James had welcomed him into the band.  

 For several months, Ron McGovney was the bassist for Metallica, but was eventually 

kicked out. In 1982, the band was at a Trauma concert and quickly stole their bassist, Cliff 

Burton. Cliff Burton began playing piano at the age of six. He picked up the bass in his teenage 

years, taking lessons from September 1978 to January 1980. With skills on the bass, he was in 

several bands throughout his teenage years. Cliff’s only condition of joining Metallica was that 

they relocate to San Francisco. Since Metallica wasn’t a huge fan of staying in Los Angeles, they 

agreed.  
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 While living in San Francisco, the band built up a small following of fans. They also 

caught the eye of a record label. Megaforce Records was located in New York, so the band 

simply relocated to New York. They crossed the country in a stolen U-Haul, and fired Dave 

Mustaine upon arrival in New York City in 1983. Metallica chose to fire him due to his constant 

drunkenness, and the recklessness that comes with being a drunk.  

 Kirk Hammett gained an interest in music from his brother’s record collection. He picked 

up his first guitar when he was 15 that had a 4 inch speaker for an amp. After falling in love with 

his 1974 Gibson Flying V and getting his first Marshall amp, Kirk co-founded Exodus with Paul 

Baloff, who played a few shows with Metallica in late 1982 and early 1983. In 1983, Kirk 

Hammett received a call from Metallica in New York. They had just fired guitarist Dave 

Mustaine and wanted Kirk to fly out to audition for their band. When Kirk arrived in New York, 

the band didn’t even ask him to audition, or even join the band. James, Lars, and Cliff took an 

instant liking to him and the four men had an instant spark. 

 “Kill ‘Em All”, Metallica’s first album, hit shelves in late 1983, and they proceeded to do 

a support tour for it. In 1984, they recorded their second album, “Ride the Lightning.” 1986 

brought around their third album, “Master of Puppets,” which secured them a tour with Ozzy 

Osbourne. After touring with Ozzy, Metallica hit the road in Europe in 1986. The European tour 

would prove to be disastrous for Metallica. On September 26, 1986, their tour bus crashed 

outside of Stockholm, Sweden while they were heading to Copenhagen, Denmark for their 

show the next night. In the process of the crash, Cliff was thrown out of the bus. The bus fell in 

its side, landing on Cliff and killing him. In the crash, Lars broke his toe, while Kirk and James got 

away with a few scratches. 
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 Losing Cliff took its toll on Metallica, but they band trekked on in their fame. Former 

bassist of Flotsam & Jetsam, Jason Newsted tried out for Metallica and made it to the team. 

Shortly after Jason joined the band, they resumed their tour in Europe and spent 1987 working 

on their new album, releasing “And Justice For All” in 1987. After the release of their self-titled 

album in 1991, Metallica toured rigorously until 1993 and proceeded to take three years off. In 

1996, Metallica released “Load.” During the sessions of making Load, so many songs were 

birthed that Metallica had to release another album in 1997 titled “Reload.” 

 In 1998, Metallica collected all the old B-sides, covers and Garage Days sessions and 

produced 11 new songs. They released the old songs alongside the new songs on a two-disc 

special called “Garage, Inc.”  

 2001 was a year of severe change for Metallica. Jason Newsted left the band. They 

pushed forward without him for a while, spending the first part of 2001 just jamming together 

and re-discovering themselves in and out of the studio. In mid-2001, James checked himself 

into rehab. He felt that rehabilitation, rest and refocus were necessary for him to not only 

proceed with the project, but to flourish as a musician (metallica.com, history). While James 

was in rehab, all the members of Metallica discovered themselves on a deeper level as both a 

band and as human beings. When James emerged from rehab in spring 2002, there was a deep 

respect and appreciation for each other.  

 In 2002, with producer Bob Hope on bass, the band started making album “St. Anger.” It 

was a monumental turning point for the band. They all wrote lyrics and music together, 

whereas James had been the lyricist in the past. Metallica decided in fall 2002 that it was time 

to look for a new bassist. After several auditions, Robert Trujillo was decided to be the new 
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bassist for Metallica. Robert certainly had the experience. For 15 years, he had been the bassist 

for Suicidal Tendencies, Infectious Grooves and Ozzy Osbourne’s band. Metallica welcomed 

Robert as more than a band member. He wasn’t just a hired bassist or a replacement for Jason 

Newsted. He was a part of the family immediately.  

 During 2001-2003, Joe Berlinger and Bruce Sinofsky followed Metallica around, filming 

every aspect of their lives to make the documentary Metallica had asked them to make. Not 

knowing how they were going to put the movie together until somewhere in 2003, they shot 

everything they could think of that was pertinent to Metallica. The documentary was first 

developed as an idea to be a promotional project, but when James went into rehab, the 

product turned out to be a revealing documentary times at two hours twenty minutes of 

Metallica.  In 2004, the movie was released in theatres, and held its own there for three months 

before being released in Europe.  

 August 2004 brought the release of the first Metallica book, “So What! The Good, the 

Mad, and the Ugly.” The book is a compilation of the band’s fan club magazine articles from 

1994-2004. 

 2005 saw Metallica finally taking a break after three busy years of business from the 

documentary, book and a massive tour. In 2006, Metallica hit the studio yet again to begin 

writing their new album, and announced they were working with a new producer. They had 

decided to approach the studio differently with hands-off Rick Rubin. During spring and 

summer of 2006, the band escaped from the studio with shows in South Africa, Europe, Japan 

and Korea. They debuted two new songs during these shows to prove to fans they haven’t been 

slacking off, even though the songs were still works in progress. They re-entered the studio in 
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April 2007 to begin months of working with engineer Greg Fidelman handling daily duties and 

Rubin dropping in to make sure the album was on course. Rubin removed himself from the 

recording process and forced Metallica to find their own solutions to their problems. Rubin also 

made everyone re-record entire parts if they were unhappy. This method avoided a pro-tools 

dominated approach to creation, the idea being that it was always about the performance 

(metallica.com, history). The album, “Death Magnetic,” smashed the charts at #1. 

 In 2009, the band released a video game, Guitar Hero: Metallica, featuring 28 Metallica 

songs and 21 songs from bands that Metallica like.  

 With the tour supporting “Death Magnetic,” Metallica took a different approach. To 

prevent themselves from being burnt out with being on the road constantly, they spend 8-10 

days at a time driving, and they were never on the road for longer than a couple of weeks. After 

those few weeks, they returned home for at least a week. This was an extremely effective 

solution of separating family time and work time.  

Legacy 

 Metallica has built quite a legacy for themselves. They have won multiple awards under 

several different categories, proving that they do vary as musicians. 

 In the Grammy’s category, they have won 7 Grammies, almost all of them under the 

Best Metal Performance category. In 1989, they won BMP for “One.” 1990 brought them a BMP 

for “Stone Cold Crazy”. Their Vocal Album “Metallica,” also known as “The Black Album,” 

brought them home a BMP in 1991. In 1999, they won the BMP for “Better Than You.” The year 

2000 brought them a win in a different category. They won the Best Hard Rock Performance 

Grammy for “Whiskey in the Jar.” 2001 brought them home the Best Rock Instrumental 
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Grammy for “Call of Ktulu (S&M).” In 2004, they return to the Best Metal Performance category 

with “St. Anger.” Metallica won two Best Metal Video Awards from the MTV Music Video 

Awards. In 1992, the video for “Enter Sandman” brought it home for them. In 1996, it was 

“Until it Sleeps.” In 1996, Metallica won two awards at the American Music Awards. Under 

Favorite Artist: Heavy Metal – Hard Rock, they won with their album Re-Load. Under Favorite 

Metal/Hard Rock Song, the song “Until it Sleeps” won them the award. In 1997, Metallica won 

the Billboard Rock and Roll Artist of the Year at the Billboard Music Awards. In 1999, Metallica 

brought home two “Bammies.” Lars Ulrich brought home Outstanding Drummer. The album 

“Re-Load” earned them the most Outstanding Hard Rock Album. These 14 awards proves that 

Metallica has left behind quite the legacy, and they continue to rock. 

 

Rock And Roll Hall of Fame 

 In April 2009, Metallica was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The night saw 

Ray Burton, Cliff Burton’s father, and Jason Newsted reunite on stage for the induction. What 

followed were blistering performances of Master of Puppets and Enter Sandman which saw 

Newsted jamming with his former band mates for the first time in years (metallica.com, 

history).  

 On October 30, 2009, Metallica played the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s 25th Anniversary 

benefit concert alongside U2, Mick Jagger, the Black Eyed Peas, and Aretha Franklin, Lou Reed, 

Ozzy Osbourn, and Ray Davies of the Kinks. This was a very special evening for Metallica. 
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The Big 4 

 After being inducted into the Hall of Fame, Metallica continued to tour around the 

world with musicians such as Slayer, Megadeth and Anthrax, also known as the Big 4. The tour 

produced a Big 4 DVD Box set of two DVDs documenting the show, five live CDs, a 24 page 

booklet, and a photo of each band.  

 The Big 4 played their last show on November 21, 2010 in Melbourne, Australia before 

heading home for some time off before their 30 year anniversary in 2011. The Big 4 announced 

some new shows for 2011, starting in Indio California and moving on to Europe to play five 

more dates. 
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