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Laura Bush Addresses GSU Students 

Previous First Lady Laura Bush visited Georgia Southern University to speak to an assembly of 

students and others at a jam-packed Hanner Fieldhouse this past Tuesday. 

She told the students, faculty, and staff of Georgia Southern and members of the surrounding 

community in attendance how she struggled to find her identity as the President’s wife. She said 

that she was encouraged to model herself after a previous first lady, but she thought it would be 

best to try and create a new identity all her own. 

She also discussed the days surrounding the events of September 11
th

. She recalled having a 

book fair on Capitol Hill days before the attack on the World Trade Center. She said that her 

focus went from literacy reform to national security in a matter of days. 

Kyrsten Miles, accounting major at Georgia Southern, said, “First Lady Bush gave me a new 

appreciation for those in office during the attack on September 11
th

. You don’t really think about 

the idea that they were just as scared as we were.” 

The first lady also mentioned how she feels about the current legislation, in reference to the 

democrat and republican parties as driving forces in the U.S.  

"We are the big ship America. We can lean left or right, but we will stay on course,” said First 

Lady Bush.  
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She outlined some of the causes that the Bush’s have campaigned since leaving office. First Lady 

Bush now serves as Chair of the Women’s Initiative at the Bush Institute, and she works on 

global health care innovations, education reform, and empowering women in emerging nations.  

Andrew Lakhani, another student at Georgia Southern, said, “I really respect First Lady Bush, 

not only as a previous leader of our country, but as a champion for social justice reform.” 

Mrs. Bush has a bachelor’s in education and a master’s in library science. She taught in public 

schools in Dallas, Houston and Austin and was a public school librarian as well. She is also the 

best-selling author of Spoken from the Heart. 

Former First Lady Bush is now among a long list of leaders to appear at Georgia Southern’s 

Leadership Lecture Series, which includes former President Jimmy Carter and First Lady 

Rosalynn Carter, former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, former Secretary of State 

Madeleine Albright, and former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. Her husband, former 

President George W. Bush also spoke at Georgia Southern in 2006. 
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