
Valles Caldera National Preserve  

GIS Planning Basics 

Part 1:  

 The applications that are proposed and set in place by the Valles Caldera are outlined by the 

organizations management principles and within the Master Plan of Interpretation (MPI). After 

reading the materials these applications are to help preserve and protect the organization for 

future generations and become financially self-sustained. The Valles Caldera has a GIS system in 

place to help bring proper management efficiency to the preserve and help the board of 

trustees create a better preserve for all to use it.  But I have noticed that there is some 

inefficiency in the data that keep the preserve’s trustees focusing more on land preservation. 

When looking at the GIS there is not sufficient attribute information that will help with 

managing other business applications. An example of this is with Hunting and Fishing areas 

within the Valles Caldera.  When looking at the data it gives location of hunting zones and 

which zones are closed and what type of weaponry can be in the zones, but it can also help by 

adding types of animals that can be founded within or around the preserves hunting zones.  

Part 2:  

The strategic business plan from my understanding is the Master Plan for Interpretation (MPI). 

This is because it outlines what the preserve wanted to achieve, its goals and purpose. After 

reviewing the MPI, it is not meeting the goal of financial self-sustainability and the management 

of the trust isn’t managing effectively. Among the reading material there was an article that 

showed on more than one occasion there would be board meetings open to the public during 

working hours for many that wanted to attend. When comparing the VCNP GIS databases to 

the MPI there are some areas of recreational activities that overlap each other and can be 

difficult for visitors to enjoy these. An example of this is with many of the recreational trails that 

are available to the visitors of the preserve. While the preserve does try to aid their visitors by 

generating newer infrastructure and recreational trails for visitors, it has failed several times to 

meet the second major purpose of financial self-sufficiency.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 3: 

 

Part 4:  

The design development that went into the Valles Caldera was an experiment. I believe when it 

first started it had every intention of meeting all of the purposes and goals that were given to 

them. But somehow the trust began to mismanage the information that was provided to them 

from the GIS database that was created.  Even though the GIS does lack information there is 

plenty of data out there for the organization to obtain to better the database and help keep the 

business meeting the mandates that were given. I feel that with communication between the 

board of trustees and all of the different departments showing the need for proper usage of the 

GIS is key to getting the best success for the business. This is because they can develop 

infrastructure such as a visitor’s center, maintain and create hiking trails, and many other 

different SIPs. Because it is not what we can do with GIS but what GIS can help us accomplish.  


