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	Lesson Plan Title

	Learning Diversity Using Pictures and Written Text 

	Discipline and Topic

	This lesson is designed to be an introductory lesson to the Civil Rights unit. Students will be learning about the term diversity, which is a common theme throughout the Civil Rights Movement.  

	Target Population

	This lesson will be presented to a second grade general education class that consists of 24 students. Of the 24 students, two are classified as having learning disabilities and three are ELL students.
(Analyze Learners)

· General Characteristics – The students are all in second grade and range in age from 7 to 8 years old. 

· Entry Competencies – Students need to be familiar with the terms similar and different. They must be aware that each one of us has similarities and differences. 
· Learning Styles – The learning styles of the students in this class consist of visual learners, auditory learners, and tactile learners.

	Curriculum Alignment and Standards

	This lesson is part of the Civil Rights unit and satisfies NYS Social Studies Standard number 1. (see below) This lesson also aligns with Common Core Learning Standard SL.2.3 (see below) for English. 
(State standards)

· NYS Social Studies Standard Number 1: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

· Common Core Learning Standard (SL.2.3): Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.  

	ISTE NETS Standards

	For Students: 
· ISTE Standard Number 2: Communication and Collaboration – Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. 

· ISTE Standard Number 4: Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making – Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. 

For Teachers: 

· ISTE Standard Number 1: Facilitate and inspire student learning and creativity – Teachers use their knowledge of subject matter, teaching and learning, and technology to facilitate experiences that advance student learning, creativity, and innovation on both face-to-face environments and virtual environments. 
· ISTE Standard Number 2: Design and develop digital age learning experiences and assessments – Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences and assessments incorporating contemporary tools and resources to maximize content learning in context and to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes identified in the Standards. 

	Goals

	Students will be able to explain and illustrate diversity. 

	Objectives (State)

	· After reading a book on diversity and engaging in a classroom discussion, students will use their knowledge to illustrate diversity for a classroom flipbook by creating at least 2 illustrations that correctly represent the concept. 
· Using their illustrations, students will construct a written piece consisting of 5 sentences, with three of the five containing no grammatical errors to accurately describe the illustrations. 


	Underlying Educational Theory

	The educational theory used for this lesson is constructivism. Constructivism considers the engagement of students in meaningful experiences as the essence of learning.  (Smaldino, Lowther, & Russell, 2012) 

During this lesson, the learners are actively involved and all activities are student-centered. In a Constructivist environment, the teacher acts as a facilitator, while students are encouraged to take responsibility in their own learning. 

Students are working hands-on to learn about diveristy. They are actively engaged in the lesson and are expected to take responsbility for their own work.

In a traditional classroom, students are assessed mainly by test scores. In a constructivist classroom, assessment is based on student observation, work produced, and input given by the student. This is the assessment strategy used for this lesson. 

	Materials Description and Timing

	· It’s Ok to be Different by Todd Parr

· White board

· White board markers 

· Construction paper (each student gets 1 sheet that is cut in half) 

· Crayons 
· Markers

· Sample page for flipbook (designed by teacher) 

· Exit cards (1 exit card for each student) 

· Computer (for teacher to show the class a sample of the homework) 
· QuickTime 
· It’s Ok to be Different (audio recording – teacher created) 
· www.kidblog.org 
· http://kidblog.org/MrsMilaccios2ndGradeClass/73ff3ed5-33b5-4111-99d0-9ab108805516/what-diversity-means-to-me/
· Diversity Digital Story (QuickTime File – teacher created) 
(Strategies)

· Read aloud on audio
· Listening 

· Group Discussion 
· Demonstration
· Collaboration via blog 

	Supplemental Materials/Links

	· Different by Andrew C. Germain (song) http://www.songsforteaching.com/lifeskills/acceptingdifferences.php
· Pieces of a Quilt by Laura Mayer (song) http://www.songsforteaching.com/curriculumrocks/piecesofaquilt.htm
· Jack and Jim by Kitty Crowther (book) 

· The Colors of Us by Karen Katz (book) 

	Lesson (approx. 65 min) 

	· (approx. 3 min) Motivation: To activate prior knowledge and create enthusiasm for the upcoming lesson, the students will be asked to define the terms similar and different. On the white board, the teacher will create a word web of ways that people can be different from one another, using student responses. 
· (approx. 3 min) Draw the students’ attention to their own similarities and differences. Present two criteria and ask the students to raise their hand based on that criterion. For example: Students wearing sneakers raise your hand. or Students wearing long sleeves raise your hand. 
· (approx. 3 min) The students will be asked to think of other criteria, which were not mentioned. They will be asked why they think these differences are important and what they can help us understand about someone. The term diversity should be introduced during this time. If students are not familiar with the term, explain that it means being different from one another. Ask the students, “Does anyone know what the term diversity means?” Anticipated responses may include, “being different” or “different things.” 
· (approx. 5-7 min) The students will be called to the reading rug to take part in a read aloud. The instructor will play the audio recording of the book It’s Ok to be Different by Todd Parr. After every few pages, the instructor will stop the recording and ask the students what the book is teaching and why it is important. 
· (approx. 4 min) The students will take part in a group discussion. They will share their feelings on the story. Discuss why it’s important to have many different people in a classroom environment. Students will be asked to return to their seats. 
· (approx. 3 min) Students will be shown a 3 minute Digital Story to help explain diversity. The story is designed to reinforce the ideas set fourth in Todd Parr’s book. 
· (approx. 15 min) Each student will be asked to create two illustrations to contribute to the classroom flipbook on diversity. The classroom book will be designed the same way as Todd Parr’s book. (sample page to be shown to the class) Students will be given a sheet of construction paper that has been cut in half and asked to illustrate how they are different in some way. (i.e. glasses, braces, red hair) Students should be instructed to look back to the word web, if they need assistance. 
· (approx. 15 min) The students will use their illustrations to help them construct at least 5 sentences to describe the illustrations they have created. The first sentence for each illustration must begin, “It’s okay to…” (This sentence will be written on the board) When the students are finished, the pages will be collected and bound together to create a classroom flipbook. 
· (approx. 5 min) Upon conclusion of the lesson, each student will be given an exit card with the word diversity written on it. They will need to construct at least two sentences to summarize the term diversity.  
· (approx. 2 min) The instructor will explain the homework assignment to the class. The students will be creating a blog entry on Kidblog that discusses their thoughts and ideas about diversity. The teacher will show the class his/her blog entry as an example. 
http://kidblog.org/MrsMilaccios2ndGradeClass/73ff3ed5-33b5-4111-99d0-9ab108805516/what-diversity-means-to-me/
· (approx. 5 min) Students will be asked to fill out the self-assessment checklist. 
Modifications/Adaptations: Students with learning disabilities will be given a copy of the story to follow along during the read aloud. ELL students will be paired with a buddy to assist with directions. 

Homework: Students will be asked to complete an entry on Kidblog. (www.kidblog.org) The blog should consist of at least a paragraph and discuss their thoughts and ideas on diversity. The instructor will have an entry previously posted for the students to use as a guide. Note: if any student does not have access to a computer at home, they will be instructed to write the blog entry on a piece of paper and given the chance to add it to the website the following day. 

	Assessment of Students

	Students will be assessed by: 

· Responses during class discussion

· Meeting criteria outlined in the Project Rubric 
· Illustrations used for flipbook (must represent diversity in someway) 
· Content and grammar for written piece 
· Response on exit card

	Evaluation of Students and Lesson 

	The lesson is successful if:

· 75% of the students achieve a score of 6 or higher on the project rubric  

· 75% of students filled out the exit card correctly 

· The class was engaged and motivated 
Students will be asked to fill out self-evaluation checklists at the end of the lesson. These will also be used to determine whether or not the lesson was successful.
Posts to Kidblog will also be used as an informal assessment to determine the level of understanding of each student. 

	Low Tech Modification

	If technology is unavailable for this lesson, the teacher will read the story instead of playing the audio file. If the students do not have access to Kidblog, the homework assignment will be to write a paragraph discussing their thoughts and feelings on the word diversity. The following class day the students will be given time to work in groups to share their ideas. 


