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Starting with only a lot of heart, dedication and a $5 rented horse trailer, a cowgirl from 
East Texas made history. 

Martha Josey began her barrel-racing career in 1964. More than five decades of her life 
are filled with championships and hall-of-fame inductions. This 11-time National Finals 
Rodeo competitor and 1988 Olympic exhibition sport medalist hangs her hat at the 
Josey Ranch in Marshall. 

Martha’s family has deep roots in East Texas. She is the granddaughter of Mattie 
Castleberry, who is famous for putting in nightclubs around Texas and Oklahoma oil 
boomtowns. Martha’s father, Robert Arthur, is credited with bringing one of the first 
quarter horses into East Texas in the early 1940’s. 

“When I was 10 years old, he (father) passed away from a heart attack. Mother ended up 
selling all of those great horses except for one. She didn’t know what else to do.”  

After watching barrel racing competition at a rodeo in Shreveport, Martha realized that 
being a barrel racer was her dream. 
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“This is where I belong. I went home and got my dad’s roping saddle out, put one barrel 
in the middle of my grandmother’s meadow and decided I was going to be a barrel 
racer.” 

Not long after that, a friend who had purchased a 3-year-old from of her father’s stud 
horse called to see if she wanted to ride him in competition. Martha didn’t have a trailer, 
and she didn’t have a car, but her mother had an old Buick with 300,000 miles on it. 
She rented a $5 one-horse trailer and picked up this horse, CeBe Reed. 

“We were a match made in heaven. CeBe Reed was my first great horse, and we started 
winning everything, even with my old Buick and $5 rented trailer.”  

Eventually CeBe Reed’s owner asked Martha what she would pay for the horse. Martha 
offered $2,500. She laughs as she remembers nearly fainting because she did not have 
that kind of money. Martha went to her mother for advice and ended up receiving a gift 
that would put her riding career into rodeo history. 

She told her mother she just spent $2,500 for a horse. “And she replied ‘well honey, I 
leased my land today for $2,500.’ She gave me that money and I bought that horse. It’s 
been a Cinderella story. I started with so little and accomplished so much. We’ve won 
every association there is to win in this part of the country.”  

 

MAKING HISTORY 

The explosive pair won 52 barrel races in a row. Riding CeBe, Martha qualified for her 
first National Finals Rodeo in 1968. Riding several unstoppable horses over the years, 
Martha broke records by competing in the National Finals Rodeo in four consecutive 
decades. In 1985, she was inducted into the Cowgirl Hall of Fame. 

Although she has suffered, life-altering falls and injuries throughout her career, Martha 
says she never considered hanging up her saddle. After a bad accident, her doctor said 
she probably would never walk again, and she definitely would never ride again, but she 
recovered. 

“I have always been an ‘I-can’ person. You have to get everything that is not positive out 
of your system.” 

Martha represented the United States at the 1988 Calgary, Canada, Olympics. After 
hauling her horse Swen Sir Bug to Canada, Martha took home a bronze medal and the 
U.S. team took home the gold in the exhibition competition. 

“It was wonderful. It was really a highlight in my life.”  

 



JOSEY RANCH 

Josey Ranch is home to Martha and her husband, R.E. Josey, a three-time American 
Quarter Horse Association World Champion calf roper and Cowboy Hall of Famer. The 
couple met at a roping/barrel racing event in Hillsboro. He won the roping competition 
and she won the barrel racing. They married in 1966 and continue their love for the 
sport by hosting clinics for students. 

“He’s been quite a cowboy, and he’s been a great instructor.” 

Josey’s Clinics are the longest-running barrel racing, horsemanship and calf roping 
clinics in the nation, starting in 1967, with now more than 100,000 alumni. 

 


