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Fire Destroys the Home of UB  
Chiropractic Students

Angelica Castillo

On Thursday September 4th, the home 
of  four University of  Bridgeport chiro-
practic students burned down in a fire at 
their residence on Gregory Street. 
 Justyna Lesniak, Kenneth Green, 
Hoon Joo, and Ashton Brereton, who 
had been living at the house for about 
three years, discovered the fire at about 1 
AM. Green and Joo were watching tele-
vision when they had smelled a strong 
scent of  smoke. They went out to the 
back stairway and balcony of  their house 
and saw that it had caught on fire. The 
two attempted to put the fire out them-
selves but the fire quickly spread and 
grew. Lesniak had been woken up by 
her roommates telling her they had to 
leave and within seconds after opening 
her bedroom door, the fire had erupted 
instantly.
 The students had no choice but to 

use their front staircase, which was rarely 
used and became a place to keep storage. 
Since there was no light or clear path 
way, the group was momentarily stuck 
in their staircase before making a safe 
escape and calling 911.
 Soon parts of  the house started to col-
lapse and siding began to fall. The debris 
almost fell on top of  Lesniak’s 
car. Luckily she threw her car 
keys to Green and was able 
to more it before any damage 
had been made to the vehicle. 
Unfortunately, Green was 
unable to move his own and 
the car was destroyed.
 By the time fire fighters 
arrived, the majority of  the 
house had caught on fire. The 
Gregory Street home housed 
about 20 people all together, 

including one infant.
 The entire house was damaged. The 
students were allowed to go back inside, 
but found that they had nothing left. 
All that they had owned was ruined 
and destroyed by the fire. Investigators 
had said that the fire had started on 
the ceiling and within... continues on pg 6.  

Former Olympic Trainer Dan Smith  
Hired to Athletic UB Staff

Henry Chisholm

The University of  Bridgeport’s ath-
letic staff  has added 13 years of  Winter 
Olympics experience and 18 years of  
athletic training experience. Former U.S. 
luge team athletic trainer Dan Smith has 
been hired as the Head Athletic Trainer, 
a new position at the school.

“We needed more staff, it’s impor-
tant that our student athletes get quality 
care,” Athletic Director Jay Moran said.
   Smith attended Wright State in Ohio 
where he was an athletic trainer for the
basketball and baseball team. After fin-
ishing grad school at UConn in 1992, he 
went on to the Henry Ford Hospital for 
Athletic Medicine and split time there 
with the now defunct Detroit Rockers, 
an indoor professional soccer team in the 
also now defunct, National Professional 
Soccer League.

Prior to Smith’s hiring the athletic 
training staff  consisted of  only Amanda 
Kovacs and Ashley Jones, who served as 
the only athletic trainers for the 11 teams 
at UB..

“Our other trainers are quality trainers, 

Dan brings 18 years of  experience and is 
a quality trainer as well,” Moran said.

He will supervise the other trainers, 
help in rehabilitation, injury preven-
tion, strength and conditioning, and will 
float from sport to sport along with the  
other trainers. 
 Working in different sports is nothing 
new to Smith. He went from being an 
Athletic Trainer for the men’s soccer team 
at UConn in 1990, to an Athletic Trainer 
for the U.S. luge team in the 1998, 2002 
and 2006 winter Olympics. He began 
working as a trainer for the U.S. luge team 
in 1995 and stopped this year.

“Luge is great but, I want to get back 
to doing normal sports,” Smith
said as he chuckled.

Smith, who was offered positions at 
Quinnipiac University and University of  
New Haven, turned down both in order 
to be at UB. Both schools were offering 
prominent training staff  positions.
 However, the expanding athletic 
program at UB was too much to say 
“No” to. The program has completed a 

new stadium for the men’s and women’s 
soccer teams and will add two new sports 
next year.

Smith found out about the UB job 
through the National Athletic Trainers 
Association website.  After meeting with 
Moran and other members of  the UB staff  
he said it felt like a “good fit for me.”

“I liked the direction of  the school, 
the money put into the facilities, the 
backing from the President,” Smith 
added “It’s exciting to be on the elevator 
that is half  way up.”
     


