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Anyone who has ever seen my car, heard 
my voice, listened to me rant, watched 
me cry, or checked out my latest fist jab 
knows who I’m voting for. I have my 
reasons, the most personal  and immi-
nent being the rapidly, rising cost of  
tuition plus fees (anyone checked out 
the registration fee) compared to the 
tranquil, steady, amount of  financial aid 
given out each semester. You know, just 
in case my mother wants to live off  of  
-$10,000.00 a year to foot the rest of  the  
bill of  her three children’s education. 
But that’s just me and I’ll save that for 
an opinion piece right before the elec-
tion. I personally believe that we have 
three incredible people aiming for the 
White House, but for the sake of  unbi-
ased journalism I will give you a brief  
look at the two presidential nominees. In 
the next issue we will look at their Vice 
Presidential picks.

McCain: John McCain was born in 
1936 in Panama. He attended the Naval 
Academy of  Annapolis in Maryland and 
graduated 894th in a class of  899. He is 
an American hero who served proudly 

during the Vietnam War. While there 
he was captured and held as a prisoner 
of  war for almost six years. He was not 
given medical treatment until the North 
Vietnamese caught word of  his father 
being a top Navy Admiral. McCain, his 
father, and his grandfather, are the only 
Americans to hold the honor of  three 
generations of  top Navy Admirals. 
McCain has been in politics long enough 
to change his mind on a few issues. Who 
hasn’t? I thought I was wearing flip-flops 
today, but in the end the ballet flats won 
that battle. So, here is where McCain 
stands on the big issues now.

War: McCain is for the War in Iraq. 
Earlier in the campaign he came under 
fire for saying that we could stay in 
Iraq for another “hundred years”. He 
later defended this statement by saying 
that he was simply referring to military 
presence. In 2001 he signed the bill to 
authorize the war. Though he had been 
passionately against a troop withdrawal 
plan, he more recently stated that he 
would like to bring our troops home in 
January of  2013.

Economy: Regardless of  whether 
you have one house or seven, you prob-
ably know that our economy is headed 
straight for the stinker. McCain says that 
he will freeze discretionary spending for 
non-war budgets for one year or more, 
limit the growth of  Medicare, double 
the personal exemption for dependents, 
and eliminate the Alternative Minimum 
Tax . He is also for giving out a tax credit 
for Research and Development. In 2001 
and again in 2002 McCain opposed tax 
cuts proposed by President Bush calling 
it not practical during a war. Others 
opposed of  the tax plan were concerned 
because it shifts the burden of  higher 
taxes from the upper class and corpora-
tions more heavily to middle class and 
working class families. The idea behind 
it is the capitalist idea that those who 
have the money will spend their money 
and invest therefore creating jobs for 
those with less money.  It was thought 
to create a budget deficit of  $340 billion 
by 2008 according to the Congressional 
Budget Office. In 2003 the tax cuts 
passed. We are still trying to figure out 

if  this theory works. This year McCain 
is saying that he will make those tax cuts 
permanent.

Foreign Relations: This is one tough 
cookie when you’re an adamant sup-
porter of  an internationally unpopular 
war, but McCain stands by his positions 
because he believes in them. He is for 
keeping the Cuban Embargo, the eco-
nomic, commercial, and financial block-
ade in Communist Cuba. It is still up to 
debate as to whether or not this hurts 
the government of  Cuba or the people, 
and whether or not that is the same 
thing. He has also called for an end to 
the genocide in Darfur.

Energy: John McCain said he wanted 
to limit greenhouse gas emissions. He is 
for more nuclear power, one of  the most 
efficient sources of  energy. Also, he was 
one of  the first well known Republicans 
to talk about the issue seriously, but then 
he picked Alaskan Governor, Sarah Palin, 
to be his running mate. She approves of  
drilling in the Artic National Wildlife 
Refuge. So much for the definition of  
the word refuge. Continues on pg. 7

continued from pg 1...the walls quite some 
time before Green and Joo noticed it. 
The cause of  the fire is still uncertain 
While there was no relation to electrical 
problems are anything having to do with 
the house, investigators told the resi-
dents that it was suspicious and could 
possibly be arson.
 In a statement sent out by Dean 
Kenneth Holmes, “Fortunately, there 
were no injuries but the students liter-
ally escaped with nothing more than the 
clothes on their backs.”
 The Dean of  Students Office and the 
Student Center have been fundraising 
and asking for donations to help support 
the students who had lost their home. 
As for the students themselves, Lesnaik 
and Joo are currently living in Bodine 
for the time being. Green was unable 
to be given any available housing at this 
time and commutes to class everyday 
from Brooklyn. On top of  this tragedy, 
the students were set to take their chiro-
practic board exams that week.
 “I’m still in shock and it hasn’t hit me 

yet. You see this kind of  thing happen 
on TV but you never think it’s going to 
happen to you,” says Lesnaik.
 On behalf  of  the students who lost 
their home, they kindly thank Dean 
Holmes, Edina Ostreicher, and the 
Student Center staff  for their help and 
donations. While they are grateful for 
anything that they are given during this 
rough time, the most important thing 
they do need are the medical books and 
equipment they lost in the fire.

 Please send all donations and hand 
out to Room 116 in the Student Center
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