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Life Jane Austen was born on December 16, 1775 
in the Steventon Rectory, where her father 
was the min ister, in Hampsh ire, England. 
She had eight sibl ings, six brothers and one 
sister, Cassandra, with whom she was very 
close. As a form of fami ly enter ta inment , 

Jane began to wr ite.

As a young woman, Jane a lso enjoyed dancing 
and going to ba l ls , wh ich can be seen in many 
of her novels. She a lso enjoyed nature and walks 
a long the countryside. In January of 1805, Rev. 
Austen d ied, leav ing h is wife and two daughters 
noth ing. Thankfu l ly her k ind brother ’s took 
them in. Early in 1816 Jane began to feel i l l . 
Ignor ing her symptoms Jane cont inued to wr ite 
and l ive her qu iet l i festyle. However, on Ju ly 
18, 1817 Jane d ied of Addison’s d iesease in 

Winchester, England.



In 20 07,  “Becom ing Jane”,  was  re leased .  T he mov ie 
depic t s  a  young ,  pre -fame 20 -yea r -old  Jane Austen 
and her  love af fa i r  w it h  Tom Lef roy.  A lt hough , 
Tom Lef roy was  a  rea l  person ,   t he i r  love stor y 
was  over ly  d ramat i zed i n  t he mov ie .  T hey d id  fa l l 
i n  love i n  rea l  l i fe ,  but   Tom was sent  away soon 

af ter  and she never  saw h im aga in .  Jane a l so fe l l  i n  love aga in , 
however ,  t he  young man d ied soon af ter .  Later ,  she rece ived 
and accepted a  mar r i age  proposa l  f rom Har r is  Big g -Wit her ,  a 
wea lt hy l andowner  and brot her  of  Jane’s  c losest 
f r iends .  However ,  Jane changed her  m ind t he 
next  morn ing and was  ver y  upset  about  t he 
whole  s it uat ion .  Af ter  a l l  of  t h is  Jane 
never  fe l l  i n  love or  mar r ied .



Novels
 Jane Austen’s writing is known for it’s 
brilliant irony and wit. She was not afraid of  
writing bluntly about reality and focusing on 
many everyday social scenes of  her time. Of  
Austen’s six published novels, four were published 
anonymously during her lifetime under the alias, 
A Lady. Northanger Abbey and Persuasion 
were published posthumously, 
when the name of  the writer 
was finally divulged. Although 
all of  Jane’s novels were 
popular during her lifetime, 
a true appreciation of  them 
was not acknowledged until 
after her death.

“That young lady has a talent for describing 
the involvements of  feelings and characters 

of  ordinary life which is to me the most 
wonderful I ever met with.”

-Sir Walter Scott
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Movies
Pride and Prejudice, being Austen’s most-read and popular novel, has two of  the best adaptations 
made. One, a mini tv series on A&E in 1996 with Colin Firth, the other a movie came out in 2005 
with a reputable cast, including Keira Knightley and Donald Sutherland. In January 2008 BBC aired 
new adaptations of  each of  Austen’s six published novels. Many of  the movie adapatations of  Austen’s 
novels are criticized heavily, it is truly difficult to write a script that gives her original novels the credit 
that they deserve. Many movies have also been made about Jane’s life, such as ‘Becoming Jane.’ Other 
movies, such as ‘Clueless’ with Alicia Silverstone are loose adaptations of  her original novels, in this 

case ‘Emma.’ However, nothing can truly compare to the novels which they are based upon.
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