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What is this class like? (Course Overview)

I am a strong believer in active learning—you learn  best while 
actively doing something that connects to the skill you are try-
ing to learn. 

Because of this, on an average class day, we will usually have 
a theme/topic of the day and then participate in some of the 
following:

     • Free write/write responses to what we’ve read in our text 
 book.

     • Break into small groups for discussion and critique of   
 what we read.

     • Choose specific topics to research/write about.

     • Hold individual conferences to discuss your major papers.

     • Participate in writing workshops and peer reviews, apply 
 ing specific concepts to the paper you are currently   
 working on.

     • Watch or listen to a few selected works that are relevant.

     • Discuss and work with the concept of plagiarism in class.

     • Reflect on your own writings and those of your peers. 

Course Description:

Expository, critical, and persuasive writing with research based on the reading 
of literary works. May be used to satisfy Core English requirements.

Prerequisite: ENG 111 or ENG 107



Course Description

     
Your ability to communicate in oral and written contexts is essential to 
success in college.  Further, you should want to exhibit Christian service 
and leadership through your careful and accurate communication.  Ap-
proach and complete writing tasks in a manner that reflects a Christian 
commitment:  “whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men” (Colossians 3:23).

This class is a continuation from 111, except this semester we will focus 
mainly on literature and research. We will stress persuasive writing, 
based on close reading of single and multiple texts (research). Through 
a variety of “texts” we read you will gain further practice in the art and 
skill of Christian rhetoric. 

We will:
 • read about, discuss, and practice various aspects of 
   composition, especially the kinds of writing common in college.  
 
 • use many types of writing to learn about writing and to have  
   topics to write about.  
 

What supplies do I need for class?
     • Books: 
 1. Main Textbook: Writing about Literature in the Media Age (ACU 
   edition)
 2. Handbook: Little, Brown Handbook (ACU custom 
   edition). 
     • Email account that you check everyday.
     • Access to a printer.
     • Large (1 1/2” or larger) 3-ring binder, page dividers, paper,
       pen/pencil (for class work and portfolio).
     • 1 Blue book due in Midterm Portfolio.
     • $2 for exit exam reader due by 2/5/08

What do I need to do to pass?
     • Come to class!
     • Turn in your work! You cannot pass this course (regardless of your  
 overall average) if you do not turn in ALL major assignments and  
 an acceptable research paper!
     • Participate in classroom activities by paying attention in class,
       keeping up with the readings, and completing assignments on time.

Who is my instructor?

Chandra Lewis-Qualls
Office:
Chambers 320, 674.2252
Office Hours: 

   MWF  10-noon
   TR     11-1.30pm
   Before/after class
   By appointment
Email:
   ccq95g@acu.edu 

Web page:
  http://faculty.acu.edu/~ccq95g
Home Phone:
   325.513.5458 (no calls after 10 pm)
AIM Screen Name:
   rhetoricteacher 
   (online during office hours and most
    evenings from 9-10pm)



Mission Statements

Mine:

“To train students in the art and skill of 
rhetorical thinking and writing so that 
you can analyze your culture, exam-
ine your context, support your views, 
express your faith, and become more 
empowered writers that use your skills 
to further your faith and beliefs. Honing 
these abilities by analyzing our mod-
ern world will make faith stronger and 
more personal, giving you a chance to 
discover WHY you believe the way you 
do and HOW you feel about different 
moral and ethical issues. “

Department of English, ACU:

“ To contribute to the university’s core-
curriculum goal of writing effectively 
in English as a result of clear thinking 
and extensive reading, writing, and 
observation; and to prepare its majors 
for such careers as law, professional 
writing, and English education in ways 
consonant with Christian service and 
leadership.”

ACU:

“To educate students for Christian 
service and leadership throughout the 
world.”



What are the goals for this class?
I believe that writing has a transformative power—an ability to write 
down your thoughts and opinions really can change things in your life 
and in your society. 

As a Christian, you need to practice the art and skill of persuasion (or 
rhetoric), so you can fulfill the purpose/goals of your life. You need to 
sharpen these rhetorical skills and analytical abilities in order to face the 
bombardment of images/messages in popular culture today that might 
not agree with your values. 

At the very least, you should be able to evaluate, back up, and express 
why you think certain things are acceptable or unacceptable. I want you 
to think about things you do everyday—watching movies, television ad-
vertisements, listening to music. 

I hope to help you develop and understand your own writing process, 
giving you skills that you can use when writing work for other classes 
or when discussing a movie with your best friend. You will also improve 
your reading, writing, revising, and editing skills so you can more effec-
tively communicate your beliefs/values.

What will I know at the end of the semester?
(course competencies)
 In order to meet the course objectives, we will use writing assignments 
(including a research paper), class and online discussion, and resources 
from Blackboard to master specific competencies as explained below:

 • Critically analyze various forms of texts.

 • Complete fully-developed essays based on class discussions  
  and research.

 •Interpret and apply feedback from others.

 •Evaluate the ethical and moral implications of texts, apply 
 Christian values in writing, and be familiar with some Christian  

 implications of literature, using your own value system as a start 
 ing point.

 •Appropriate and thoughtful editing and critiquing of yourself and 
 your classmates. 

 •The importance of analyzing “texts” from our textbook and our 
 lives, looking for agendas and assumptions and comparing these 
 views to your own faith.

 •To require competency in word processing as an aid for 
 effective writing, in the use of online bibliographic searches as a 
 component to writing researched essays, and in the use of email  
 to communicate between faculty and student.



Course Overview cont’d

What kind of papers will we write?
We will be writing 2 papers, an annotated bibliography and 1 longer re-
search project. You will be allowed to choose your own topics, hopefully 
picking stuff that you are interested in or benefits you in some way, but 
there will be some general guidelines.
     Note: Each major assignment has an assignment sheet with more specifics that will 
be handed out in class as well as posted on Blackboard. 

How do you connect faith and learning?
I believe that spiritual maturity is formed often by struggling with the is-
sues raised by texts and reflecting on the significance they hold for us 
and our culture. I seek to ask you challenging questions that lead you to 
read carefully, think critically, and communicate clearly, while helping you 
formulate and express your beliefs and opinions.

I also believe that
 •the Lord values effective communication as evidenced in 
  Christ’s varied use of communication 
 • language is a major feature characterizing humans because we 
  are created in God’s image,
 • we should seek to do all things as unto the Lord (Colossians 
  3:23) without grumbling or complaining (Philippians 2:14).

My faith statement as a professor which frames my teaching and schol-
arship, one that I share with several other colleagues on campus, fol-
lows:

Sovereign God calls us to be a community of learners—humbled, rere-
newed, and unified before Him. As we are being transformed, we reflect 
His light, shaping all inquiry into a pursuit of God and His Truth. Let us 
[as faculty] encourage one another in this journey.



How will grades be calculated?

What if I need help with my writing?
You can always ask me, friends, classmates or family for extra help.  Also, 
the ACU Writing Center, located in the Brown Library (beside Starbucks), 
welcomes all students who would like assistance with their writing.  Trained, 
experienced tutors will read and provide feedback for any writing assign-
ment at any stage of the writing process – from planning and drafting to for-
matting and editing. Their services are free.  Please call 674-4833 for more 
information. You can take papers from any class to the WC.
    

If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic ac-
commodations, please feel free to contact me or Alpha. Alpha will get 
you registered and help facilitate disability accommodations with instruc-
tors. In order to receive accommodations, you must be registered with 
Disability Services and you must complete a specific request for each 
class in which you need accommodations. Call 674.2667 for an appoint-
ment.

Alpha Services

Here’s how I calculate your grade:

     • Midterm Portfolio:          30 points
        (Essay 1, Essay 2, and all work up until mid
 term)

     • Final Portfolio:           40 points
        (Revised Essay 1 or Essay 2 AND Essay 3; all other work)

     • Daily Work/Journal              10 points

     •  Final Exam            10 points

     •  Celebration of Student Writing         10 points

Grading Scale:

 A 90-100 points
 B 80-89 points
 C 70-79 points
 D 60-69 points
 F 0-59 points.

Remember that grades of A or B 
reflect outstanding work—they are 
an honor. The grade C is consid-
ered average, so if you want to 
earn higher, you’ll have to show 
me. After all, its your responsibility 
to earn the grade you want.

Anything else I need to know?
I strongly believe that God put you in my class at this particular time for 
a reason. Neither you nor I may know why, but you and I are here for a 
purpose. 

As your fellow Christian, I want you to succeed and to grow while with 
me, so if you need help or feel like you are drowning, talk to me or 
someone you feel comfortable with. 



ENG 112 Helps students develop and sharpen skills in these areas:

Reading:
• Critique various readings from our textbook, online sources, popular culture, and other research. 
• Develop your ability to find information, synthesize it, and report your findings

Writing:
• Develop further writing skills you worked on in ENG 111, emphasizing research. 
• Competency in word processing as an aid for effective writing, in the use of online bibliographic searches as a component to writing 
researched essays, and in the use of email to communicate between faculty and students. 

Personal Application:
• Point our how strategies we use with literature can be applied to reading and writing in other disciplines.
• Increased awareness of Christian approaches to literature in general and spirit specifically.

What about reading? How much will we be doing and any suggestions?
First and foremost, this is a writing class, but research has shown that reading and writing pretty much go hand in hand. Reading helps you 
have something to say and writing helps you express yourself. With that said, a lot of your success in this class depends on doing the reading. 
Careful reading takes time and effort—it’s more than just skimming the pages.

I’ve really tried to keep your reading down to a manageable level. Here’s what I usually do: I figure out how much I could read for homework 
and divide it in half (I’m a fast reader) and then I run it by my husband (who took 112 a couple of years ago and is not a fast reader). If it sounds 
manageable to him, then that’s what I do. This semester, we will be reading only one longer work, which is about 20 pages, and I have divided it 
into 2 readings.
Some suggestions for reading:
• Reading doesn’t have to be a solitary activity. Create a reading group. Order some pizza, get a group of people from class together, read 
the work out loud and then talk/gripe about it (works for your papers too). You could get silly with it and have different people read in different 
voices or whatever it takes to get it read. This saved me so many times during college, especially with boring texts.
• See if the text is online and read it while you are chatting or listening to music. For some reason, texts seem shorter and easier to read if 
their online (for me too).
• Don’t read when you are sleepy, in your bed, or while your roommate is watching that movie you’ve wanted to see. You won’t remember 
a thing about what you read.
• Figure out where, when, and how you read best. I read best late at night, with a Diet Coke in one hand and a pencil (not a pen!) in the 
other, with peppy music (.
• If you are confused, ask someone and talk about what you read. Some good choices would be me, a classmate, a roommate, your mom, 

or your pet dog (for some reason they always look like they are listening and they don’t interrupt!)
• Reward yourself once you get finished. Set a goal and when you’ve read that, go get a latte, play Halo 2, or whatever you promised 

yourself.



Class Policies
Attendance
Attendance is extremely important in this class, especially since a lot of 
what we will cover is active and needs practicing. Additionally, since we 
are trying to model Christian business practices, attendance needs to be 
a high priority.

In my class, after 3 absences, I will take off 1 point off your final aver-
age and continue to take off a point for each extra absence above 3; 
Once you get 3 absences, I will email you a warning. After 9 absences 
in a MWF class (excused AND unexcused), I can (and usually will) give 
you a WF for the course. 
    
     Excused absences include:
          • Illness (yours or your child’s, not your pet’s)
          • Death in your family
          • Religious holiday
          • School sponsored activity (you must give me the trip notification      
            form for my records)

If your absence is excused, you will be allowed to make up the work you 
miss. 

I count all of the following as unexcused absences, except in rare
occasions: 

          • Missing class
          • 5 minutes late to class
          • Leaving class more than 5 minutes early
          • Not participating in workshop activities
          • Not prepared to workshop
          • Failure to attend scheduled conference appointments.
If your absence is unexcused, you will NOT be allowed to make up the 
work you missed.

The most important thing to remember about absences is…….talk to 
me--I will work with you if something catastrophic happens. Remember 
that YOU are responsible for figuring out what you miss when you are 
absent—exchange phone numbers/email with several people from class 
in case you miss.

What you should do if you have to miss a class:
• Communicate with me.  Explain your absences, in advance of the 
class if possible.  Send an email or leave a voice message on my office 
phone. 
• Turn in all homework or assignments.  Assignments are due on the as-
signed date unless you make prior arrangements for extenuating circum-
stances.
• If you miss class for a university excused trip, you must contact me to 
discuss how to make up work.



Grading Criteria (daily work)
Homework, journals, freewritings or other daily work will be graded 
as 
+√        (excellent, worth 95 points)
  √ (acceptable, worth 80 points)
- √ (needs improvement, worth 65 points)

Grading Criteria (essays)
A+ 98
A  95
A- 92
Exceptional college-level.  It offers an excellent response to the as-
signment; it fulfills minor as well as major purposes.  Its overall pat-
tern of organization is appropriate; the internal organization of ideas 
is effective; transitions are smooth. The message is well written, 
interesting, and easy to read.  It may show originality in organiza-
tion, development, sentence structure or word choice.   It is free of 
all major and almost all minor errors in format, grammar, mechanics, 
organization, and development.  It follows instructions completely.

B+  88
B  85
B-  82
Good college-level work.  It offers an effective response to the 
assignment.  Both the overall pattern of organization and the in-
ternal organization are good. The writing style is clear, concise, 
and friendly.  It may have a few minor mechanical errors or some 
awkward spots, but basically it is well written. It follows instructions 
completely.

 

C+  78
C  75
C-  72
Satisfactory college-level work.  It offers an acceptable response to 
the assignment; it uses an acceptable pattern of organization; the 
writing follows the conventions of standard English.  There may be 
minor errors in style, tone, internal organization, format, or mechan-
ics. It generally follows instructions.
OR A good (B) paper with a major flaw in one of the following: the 
organization, development, tone, or writing style.

D+  68
D  65
D-  62
A satisfactory (C) paper with a major flaw in one of the following: the 
organization, development, tone, format or writing style.
OR A poor paper which shows some evidence of attempting to 
solve the problem, but which has many minor errors in organiza-
tion, development, word choice, style, tone, format, and mechanics.  
None of these alone would necessarily doom the paper; however, 
together they make the paper unsatisfactory.

F+ 58
F  55
F- 52 
A poor (D) paper with a major flaw in one of the following: the orga-
nization, development, tone, or writing style.
OR A paper that violates the facts explicitly given in the problem
OR A paper that is marred by an unacceptable number of errors in 
organization, development, word choice, style, tone, format, and 
mechanics. OR A paper that contains any form of dishonesty.  

 

Grading



Computer problems aren’t an acceptable reason for turning in late 
work. Remember, if you haven’t saved your work, your computer 
will crash. That just seems to be the luck most of us have with com-
puters, myself included.  

Save your projects every chance you get when composing—or set 
your  program to auto save. Additionally, save it to multiple places—
myACU, email it to yourself, on a thumb drive. Technology fails fre-
quently and that is not an excuse for late or missing projects, unless 
something drastic happens and everyone’s computer is effected.

Assignments:
 
    • Save your files as a document (.doc). This means making sure 
you use Microsoft Word (or saving files from other programs in that 
format). I will try to send you a file early on in the semester to make  
sure you can get it. If you are switching between a PC and Mac, 
you may want to talk to me about other suggestions if your files 
don’t transfer between the two. 

     • Be sure and save/print out your projects, in addition to email-
ing yourself. Keep electronic and paper copies of all your work until 
your receive your grade at the  end of the semester. 

     • Occasionally, I will ask you to bring a paper copy of your work 
to class—so you’ll need access to a printer at times.      

 Class Communication:
     • Check your email frequently for reminders and any changes or
announcements. 

     • If you do not plan on checking your ACU email, make sure to
forward it to whatever account you use. I can help with this if you  
need it.

     • If there are any announcements or changes, I will email first and 
then try to post to Blackboard.

     • When you do email, remember business etiquette—tell me your 
name and which class you are in. I have 100+ students, so putting 
your class/section number in the subject line is really appreciated. 

Technology



Plagiarism

My statement:
Officially, this is called “Academic Dishonesty.” To be honest, plagiarism 
hurts my feelings—I like to think that my students are above such things 
and that they do not think I am dumb enough to fall for fake work. I have 
visited many “here’s-a-good-paper-for-$75” websites and I know what’s 
available—they are usually pretty pathetic papers. I have also tracked 
down work that felt plagiarized, finding the whole thing or key parts via a 
web search.

Just in case you don’t know, plagiarism is defined as knowingly present-
ing someone else’s words, ideas, or concepts as your own without giving 
proper credit. Plagiarism is literary theft and as a writer-thinker myself, I 
take incredible offense to plagiarism. It is unethical and illegal. You must 
submit your own work and you must also credit the sources you draw 
from. 

ACU defines violations of academic integrity or cheating as the intention 
to deceive or mislead or misrepresent. This is a form of lying and is an 
action opposing the values/norms of Christian belief. I will follow the pro-
cedure delineated in this policy. But beyond this, you need to consider 
how cheating opposes the qualities of truthfulness and honesty—and 
remember that we are not on the dark side, our lives are supposed to 
mirror the nature of God. Any violation of this policy will incur the follow-
ing consequences, determined by the instructor:

     • For daily work, you will receive a 0 on the assignment.

     • For careless or unknowing plagiarism (like forgetting a quotation 
       mark or using MLA incorrectly), you will be required to sign a
       Revision Contract and will be allowed to resubmit the work or 
       given an alternate assignment.

     • For blatant, obvious plagiarism (like copy/pasting websites into your 
       essay), you will meet with me and the English department Chair and 
       receive a zero for that assignment. A letter will be sent to the chair of      
       your department, the Assistant Dean of CAS, and the Dean of
      Campus Life and a file will be started. If you violate this policy a
      second time, you will automatically fail my course.

ACU’s statement: 
Students should use the following guidelines to understand more fully 
what constitutes academic dishonesty and how ACU will respond to vari-
ous types of inappropriate academic behavior.  While academic dishon-
esty may take different forms in different fields of study, the situations 
described below are representative.  

1. Minor Errors Committed Through Ignorance or Carelessness
The Student’s Action
 Some instances of inappropriate academic behavior result either from 
(1) a student’s incomplete grasp of ethical procedures or (2) a student’s 
failure to follow proper ethical procedures.   Such actions may be repre-
sented by the following:
     • A student quoted a source directly and acknowledged the source 
       both in the text and on the Works Cited page, but failed to place 
       quotation marks around several direct quotations;
     • A student borrowed from sources listed on the Works Cited page, 
       but failed to supply parenthetical or other documentation for several 
       sentences;
     • In most cases a student handled parenthetical or other
       documentation correctly and listed most sources on the Works Cited    
       page, but failed to document and cite a source from which a few 
       ideas/sentences were taken;
     • A student engaging in legitimate collaborative learning with another 
       student or a tutor nevertheless relied too heavily and too often upon 
       the exact phrasing employed by the other person. 

Responses by the Teacher
In such cases the teacher may judge that the academic misbehavior is 



the result either of ignorance or carelessness, and may thus treat the er-
ror like any other mistake.  The teacher is therefore obliged to lower the 
grade on the assignment in proportion to the incidence of the error.  The 
student should be aware that his/her  ignorance or carelessness regard-
ing proper ethical procedure in writing may be so pervasive as to warrant 
an F or lower on the assignment.   As with any other mistake, the fact 
that it was committed out of ignorance or carelessness does not remove 
the penalty.

2. Major Misattribution or Misrepresentation
The Student’s Action
In some cases clear and compelling evidence exists that a student has 
extensively plagiarized or committed extended acts of academic dishon-
esty.  Such deceptions are so self-evident that they cannot be attributed 
simply to carelessness, ignorance, or misunderstanding.  The following 
scenarios are examples of such academic misconduct:

     • In his/her paper a student borrowed extended sections (whole
       sentences and phrases) or an entire essay from a published or 
       unpublished source without acknowledging any source in the text, in 
       a note, or on the Works Cited page;
     • A student borrowed, purchased, stole, or otherwise obtained a
       paper from another individual or company and presented it as his/    
       her own;
     • A student stole a copy of a test or assignment, with the purpose
       either of securing unfair advantage or of sharing the test/assignment 
       with others so they might secure unfair advantage;
     • A student gave or sold a paper to another student in full knowledge 
       that the second student intended to submit the paper as his/her own 
       work;
     • A student, without the teacher’s permission, used information from 
       notes, textbooks, or fellow students during an examination or an in-
       class assignment.

Responses by the Teacher and Appropriate Administrators
In such cases, after conferring with two other teachers to determine that 
the evidence is clear and compelling, the teacher will give the student a 
zero on the assignment.  A zero on a major assignment may be sufficient 
to cause the student to fail the course.This incident will be reported to 
appropriate university officials.  If there are other incidents of dishonesty, 
including incidents other than academic dishonesty, the student may 
face additional penalties. 



Conference: A conference is a chance for you to meet with me indi-
vidually, talk about any concerns you have, and show me writings you 
are working on. I’ll try to tailor what we talk about/do to what you need 
to focus on. Sometimes we’ll have conferences at my office, other 
locations, or online using Instant Messenger. 
     
To receive credit for conferences, you need to show up and bring writ-
ings you are working on with you. Please plan ahead when you sign 
up for a conference time—I do not reschedule conferences you’ve 
missed unless you have a legitimate reason for failing to notify me
(illness, death, car wreck, etc). If you forget to bring your work with 
you, we can still talk, but you won’t get full credit for the conference.

Peer review: Peer reviews are basically when you read and com-
ment on your classmates’ papers. These are an important part of your 
portfolio—showing me your ability to critique others and to evaluate 
responses from your audience. You will be in a group of 3 students, 
who will respond and suggest ways to improve your writing—you will 
also respond to their drafts. You are expected to give serious, helpful 
critique of their writings. We will have several class periods to do these 
in class. 

If you are not prepared or not participating seriously, you will be asked 
to leave and will not be allowed to make it up. We will discuss peer 
reviews in class and you can ask me if you have any questions.
           

 Portfolio: A portfolio is basically a collection of your writings from 
this semester. It will include anything you work on for this class and all 
drafts of your major essays. Portfolios are basically a binder or folder 
that holds examples of your essays, in class work and other proof of 
your writing ability. It’s a collection that lets the creator (you) show what 
you have learned this semester by choosing and revising examples 
of your writing. Its reflective because you explain the context of your 
essays, the challenges you faced, decisions you made, and things you 
learned. Its purpose is to fulfill the standards I’ll give you, ones that 
show you’ve worked hard on your writings and have tried to grow as a 
writer. 
 
You will get a detailed assignment sheet for each portfolio at least 3 
weeks before its due date and we will spend several classes
discussing portfolios.

Prewriting: A rough draft can be any version of your paper. You must 
turn in rough drafts of every paper, so keep these too. Better 

Rough draft: Prewriting is any notes, freewriting, brainstorming, or 
outlining you do before you start on a draft of your paper. You need to 

keep anything like this in your portfolio

Workshop: When we workshop in class, I will usually give you a 
specific task to work on during class. Although it might be tempting 
to leave or to not put in any effort into what we are doing, this is a big 
mistake.  I expect you to ask me questions and to show me your work 
so I can give you suggestions for improvement. It really shows when 
someone has not talked to me or workshopped on their papers. Plus, 
workshopping really helps beat procrastination—you have to go ahead 
and get started on the paper instead of putting it off.

To get credit for workshopping during any class period, you must show 
me the work you’ve done—which must be done to the best of your 
ability. I will take attendance before, during, and at the end of work-
shop sessions.

Important Words to Know



What about my behavior or dress?
Remember that ACU has a dress code and I expect you to follow 
it. If your clothing is distractive enough that I notice, I will ask you 
to leave or let you borrow a scary, baggy shirt I have in my office. 

Also, act with respect in our classroom--wrap up your conver-
sations when I begin to talk, stay on task, and turn off your cel 
phone. If it rings, I have the option of answering it for you.  

What is your late work policy?

Daily Work: 
Yes, if the absence is EXCUSED (see attendance policy).

Individual Drafts:
Yes, but I will not accept them unless you have signed a Late Paper 
Agreement with me BEFORE the due date. I must approve/sign this 
agreement. Without this written agreement, I will not accept late pa-
pers. I strongly warn you against turning in papers late—it is always 
better to turn something in than nothing at all.

Portfolios:
NO. 


