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Clowning Around

I am currently enrolled in Professor 
Lehman’s Literature of  Travel and 
Adventure class and last week our class 
was given an interesting optional assign-
ment. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus were in town and throw-
ing an elephant parade the day before 
opening night. Our assignment was to 
take pictures of  the elephants in order 
to be excused from class that day. 

“Take pictures of  elephants. Miss 
class. Simple task and not a bad idea,” 
I had thought to myself. My roommate 
and I met up that day with a couple 
of  our friends and headed down to  
Harbor Yard. 

On the way over, we had received a 
call from one of  our classmates telling 
us that the elephants had been brought 
back in and we had missed the whole 
thing. Not wanting to give up in defeat, I 
convinced my friends we should at least 
give it a try and hopefully someone there 
would give in and let us have a view of  
the elephants.

Now one must be thinking “Why on 
Earth would someone go through all this 
trouble?” To be honest, I don’t know. I 

just had a feeling. 
We arrived to the arena and all over 

the premises were trucks, trailers, and 
cages. Our main objective at that point 
was to find someone who worked with 
the circus and possibly find what we 
were looking for. We came across a lady 
by her trailer and asked if  it was pos-
sible to find where the elephants were. 
She looked at us strangely as we told her 
what our reasoning was for searching for 
them and replied that it wouldn’t be pos-
sible because they were all in their con-
fines due to the cold weather.

Our friends left and my roommate 
and I had nothing else to do but take 
pictures of  the trailers with the circus’ 
logo on the side. We had almost headed 
back to campus but for some reason I 
wasn’t satisfied. I told my roommate we 
weren’t going home just yet. Luckily, she 
understands that I don’t stop till I get 
what I want and is used to me pulling 
crazy antics.

It then clicked in our heads that 
we could tell people we wanted to do 
a story about the history of  the circus 
itself. At that moment, our objective to 
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A Letter from the 
Editor

Angelica Castillo

Editorial

Dear Readers,

I appreciate any kind of  feed back from anyone who reads The Scribe. Whether they 
are words of  praise, advice, or disapproval, I take all forms of  criticism. I feel being 
able to take those words builds great character and strength in a person.

I’ve been asked numerous times about the articles I’ve printed in the past issues and 
for over the past couple of  months, I’ve come to find new faces and talents to feature 
in The Scribe. I’d like to say that I welcome any writing that comes along my way.

However, I have been questioned about the opinions of  my writing staff. 
Although I may not agree with some of  their opinions and point of  views, I do 
support their right to be able to voice them publicly. I feel that strong voices and 
expressive opinions are the heart of  The Scribe. While their writing has been ques-
tioned, my entire staff  has always been honest and I vouch for every single one of  
them. In fact, I applaud them for their courage to speak of  subjects that others may 
not be brave enough to talk about in public. 

As Editor-in-Chief, I will not condemn or ridicule my staff  or submitted work 
based solely on their opinions. In fact I encourage anyone with a voice of  their own 
to feature any work they have in The Scribe. So to put this out there for the first and 
last time, any opinions printed in any issue of  The Scribe are strictly the views of  the 
author, not the staff  or the university. 

Thank You!
Angelica Castillo

see elephants were way passed us and 
our mission was to learn more about 
P.T. Barnum’s history with the circus he 
loved so much.

We went to the ticket booth hoping 
someone would be able to direct us to 
who ever was in charge of  the circus. 
After the person at the ticket booth 
spoke to the manager, she told us to 
go into the administrative offices and 
speak to management and promotions. 
We thanked her and walked towards the 
double doors barely keeping our excite-
ment in. Finally! We were getting some-
where. We walked in towards the eleva-
tor and passed some stadium staff  and 
two young men sitting on the floor. 

The two of  us stepped out and I had 
walked up to the lady at the front desk. 
I had told her we were covering a story 
about the circus and asked if  it was pos-
sible to meet up with any of  the enter-
tainers. She looked at us and with her 
dreary voice, told us that it most likely 
wouldn’t happen. In order for us to have 
an interview, we needed to speak with 
Feld Entertainment, the owners of  the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
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Circus. Finally coming to terms that we 
were coming home empty handed, we 
headed back for the elevator.

We stepped out to find that the guys 
we passed before were still sitting on 
the floor. The one with the crazy messy 
blond hair looked up and said to us,

“You were just up there and now 
you’re back down here.” 

I replied, “Yeah. We’re trying to get a 
story on the circus.”

That’s when his friend said to me, 
“We’re actually with the circus. We’re 
clowns.” 

Those were probably the best words 
I had heard all day. After searching for 
any means of  finding what we needed, 
it was pure luck and fate that must have 
brought us to these guys.

There names were Brandon Foster, 25 
and Dustin Portillo, 22. The two clowns 
were able to give us the low down on life 
in the circus.

Ringling Bros. And Barnum & 
Bailey circus is about 138 years old. PT 
Barnum and James Bailey each had their 
own circuses before combining them 
both. The six Ringling... continues on pg 4 
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