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Nicole Stoeber

Clowning Around
continued

Topic Ten
Spookiest Places in Bridgeport

It is about time for stories of ghosts and 
goblins, just in time for Halloween. I have 
put together a compilation of such haunt-
ing’s located in the Bridgeport area. I will 
remind you that it is all read from articles 
and of course other people’s perspectives. 
So if you do not believe that such things 
occur, just read it to get a laugh. 

Disclaimer: Most places listed here 
require permission to visit or investigate. 
Many of the places are patrolled by the 
authorities, trespassers will be prosecuted, 
so therefore I, The Scribe, or University 
of Bridgeport are not responsible for 
your actions in the case of being caught.  
 
1. Showcase Cinemas- Along Canfield 
road in Bridgeport, Showcase Cinemas 
has become a popular movie theater for 
debuting blockbuster hits.  After being 
completed in 1993 and management 
was turned over after several years, a 
strange assortment of troubles began; 
power outages, flickering lights, mal-
functioning equipment, as well as fixed 
objects becoming somewhat un-fixed. 
A particular projection room seemed to 

experience most of this activity, although 
the activity was not isolated to only that 
room. It was said to have been built on 
the site of the Bullard Machine Tool 
Company which manufactured machine 
tools of various kinds from 1880.
2. Old Remington Arms Factory- In 
front of 753 Stratford Avenue, the 
factory lies looking disheveled and fallen 
apart. There is plenty of history on the 
company itself, but being that it has 
been abandoned for years it is said to 
be haunted.  There are stories of people 
witnessing shadows within the windows 
that are left unbroken late at night. (The 
Shadowlands) 
3. Warren Harding High School- 
Located at 1734 Central Avenue, Staff 
members in Harding High School have 
noticed an older gentleman running up 
and down the hallways screaming help. 
It has been said that in the early 60’s a 
janitor was chased and later killed by a 
student. The student was never found 
and some even say that they both haunt 
the school. Till this day you can still hear 
and see the Janitor running as he pleads 

for his life. (The Shadowlands)
4. Haunting on Lindley Street- In 
November of 1974, Ed and Lorraine 
Warren, (dealt with the amity street 
horror case) were contacted by the 
Goodin family to investigate the 
strange activities going on inside their 
Bridgeport home.  Tales of moving and 
floating furniture, vandalism of religious 
objects, and a demonically possessed 
talking cat were described in great detail 
by the homeowners.  Before the end of 
the year, hundreds of curious onlook-
ers and reporters from all over the globe 
bombarded the outside of this small 
four-room house to witness the bizarre 
haunting. It is also referred to as the 
Bridgeport poltergeist. 
5.  Cemeteries are the cliché spooky des-
tinations, but always fun to see what 
happens in the night. On the same road 
as the Bridgeport poltergeist, Lindley 
Street, there is Park Cemetery. 
6. Arnold Bernard Center-Also known 
as “ABC” around campus, this build-
ing has many myths attached to it.  One 
of the main stories you may hear is that 

the second floor of the art and design 
building is haunted. I have heard of a 
girl that fell of scaffolding when it was 
being built.  Recently, ghost hunter 
Christopher Moon took willing students 
on a ghost hunt with what he calls the 
telephone to the dead. Through this we 
discovered that ABC is for sure haunted, 
in fact, at least every floor has some sort 
of paranormal activity. Also, what was 
a joke to laugh about turned into a no 
laughing matter when the name of one 
of the ghosts was confirmed to be Julie, 
which coincidentally was the name that 
was given to this said to be ghost by some 
design students. 
7. Shine Hall-Located Across from 
ABC here on campus, the corner of 
University Ave and Rennell Street. This 
building used to be a resident hall that 
had suites. It is said that it closed due 
to the fact that it is sinking, or asbes-
tos. These are things people have heard 
through the grapevine. This building is 
so large in size it gives off an ominous 
tone whenever close to it.  Also, people 
have said that the... continues on pg 6 
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continued from pg 2 ...brothers then joined 
after thus resulting in the circus we have 
today. The circus is currently owned by 
the Feld family, who just happen to be 
the largest producer in family entertain-
ment in the United States. 

The circus is split into two touring 
units: the red unit and the blue unit. 
Brandon and Dustin currently tour with 
the red unit that is finishing up a two 
year tour. They do all their traveling by 
train to about 90 cities and about 1000 
shows during the two years. Just like 
UB, they travel with a cast that repre-
sents 11 different countries as well as 50  
different animals.

After performing in Bridgeport, they 
have three more stops before coming to 
the end and head back to Tampa. With 
the majority of  the current cast leaving, 
a new cast will be flying in from different 
parts of  the world to start training again 
in November. The boys told us that it 
takes about a year and a half  to train for 
an upcoming tour.

“I wanted to be a clown since I 
was 4-years-old,” said Dustin. Dustin 

became professional by age 13. Dustin 
had just turned 19 when he became part 
of  the Ringling Bros. and Barnum &  
Bailey Circus. 

“Clowning is a hand me down art 
form,” says Brandon as he told me 
more about clowning pioneers like Dan 
Rice, who is best known for being the 
model and inspiration behind the Uncle  
Sam character.

When Irvin Feld first purchased 
the circus from John Ringling North 
in 1967, he looked at his team of  14 
clowns. Brandon said that Feld looked at 
them and thought” I have 14 clowns in 
the show with the average age of  52. We 
all know they can fall down, but can they 
get back up?” With that being said, Feld 
started the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Clown College. The school finally 
closed in 1997.

Now-a-days, proper training is 
learned by going to camps and learning 
from other clowns. 

“If  the circus sees something in you and 
you’re good enough, your first year is really 
your apprentice show,” says Brandon.

Being a clown is a job that Brandon 
and Dustin take very seriously. They 
learn everything from physical comedy, 
slaps, falls, and unicycling. For example, 
a pie in the face looks like a simple trick 
anyone can do. But if  done incorrectly 
could result in a broken nose or injured 
wrist. Even being funny is more difficult 
than it looks. The boys clearly stated that 
not anyone could be a clown; it is a talent 
one must be born with. Despite the hard 
work that goes into it all, the two young 
talents absolutely love their job.

“Making people happy 
through the love of  our 
art form and making your-
self  happy,” said Dustin 
when I asked them what 
the most rewarding part 
of  their job was.

“For me it’s seeing 
the thousands of  smiling 
faces every night and 
seeing three different gen-
erations laugh at the same 
joke. You’ll see a grand-
father, a mother, and a 

daughter laugh at the same thing and it’s 
great,” said Brandon.

My roommate and I attended the 
circus’ opening night to catch Dustin 
and Brandon live. We met up with them 
after to tell them how much we enjoyed 
ourselves. It had been years since both 
one of  us attended the circus and if  they 
were able to make two 20-year-olds feel 
like they were kids again, then they had 
certainly done their job. In the end we 
got more than what we wanted and even-
tually, we did get to see those elephants.


