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The Four Elements

ontinued from pg 2...writing constitutes  
as plagiarism.  
However, your response to this accusa-
tion of  plagiarism is one that is frowned 
upon by the writing community.  Rather 
than quietly apologizing for your 
neglected duties, keeping this word war 
to a minimum, you have blown this issue 
up for the entire world to read.  You 
have published in the fourth edition of  
the Scribe an article that violates the 
purpose of  journalism.  Journalism does 
entail “free speech,” but opinions belong 
to an editorial, and your rants defending 
what little you have of  your ego do not 
even qualify for an editorial.  The articles 
that you have written were not made to 
advance the intellect of  your readers, 
but rather selfishly written in an effort 
to persuade, and most recently, persuade 
the masses to question your credibility.  
To use the information delivering mech-
anism that is the Scribe to perpetuate 
your own confrontational ego should be 
enough to convince you to put your pen 
down, until a time when you realize the 
real reason for writing.

 Water 
Your flow of  words is a disgrace to the 
definition of  flow to the point where I 
kind of  feel sorry for anyone who listens 
to your conversations throughout your 
day. I strongly believe that a writer’s voice 
is well expressed through voice and on 
paper.  To bring up the first topic within 
my agenda on my viewpoints of  your 
presentation, you did not do a wonder-
ful job following up with your intentions 
as a journalist. In your article “Keep it 
Simple, Stupid,” your intentions were 
well stated in your introduction but I 
was quite upset with your emphasis on 
those points such as to assume a person’s 
actions rather than to analyze a person’s 
simple viewpoint psychologically and/or 
socially.  It is okay to express any view-
points in general, but a strong viewpoint 
includes logic, not emotional reactions 
towards anything.   If  I were to look up 
what word could define such an action 
that you are doing lately in the Scribe, 
it is called a pure vent or rant.  You are 
very well an excellent blogger, but it is 
time to proofread your writing before it 

is published in the field of  journalism. 
Save yourself  before calling out by pub-
lished writers (such as our group), and 
if  you are a great proofreader, then you 
improve that much more, but you are 
setting up that wall in front of  you for 
this journey into journalism and create 
these obstacles.  I understand that we all 
have different dishes and foods on our 
plates of  our lives, but there is no logical 
reason to talk about your little stresses 
that you have all control over and fix 
on your own, but yes, it is true that it is 
easier to clean up someone else’s room 
than your own.  However, stand up for 
yourself  in this journalist world that you 
are slowly entering. Rather than messing 
up intentionally with your intentions 
to express yourself  through the Scribe, 
apply that same concept that you can 
totally do with evidence of  the “A” that 
you earned in your Spanish mid-term 
to the journalism world and represent 
yourself  a little better…and one more 
thing: Stay focused.

 Wind 
“Still, the idea that the article was plagia-
rized, of  course, can be looked at three 
ways.  It is either an insult, a comple-
ment, something in between, or nothing 
of  the sort.” The chief  error is that you 
lack the mathematical training that we 
all are thought to receive in kindergar-
ten. Let me spell this out for you; this 
is looked at four ways. It is more than 
evident that you have no grasp on that 
which is the real world. A true writer of  
any sort will cite sources when the ideas 
of  that writer are not unique. You have 
assumed that one of  us think that you 
are “stupid, lazy, and don’t pay attention 
to politics,” when, at first none of  us 
said this to begin with, but I can clarify 
this now as a simple YES. 
For you have no original idea to speak 
of; YES you are lazy since you managed 
to take others ideas without even giving 
credit to the main source, and YES you 
are ignorant of  politics as per the fact 
that you are focused on the individual 
lives of  the politicians rather than the 
political platforms the... continues on pg 7 

continued from pg 1 ...Susan Eisenhower, 
Colin Powell, Warren Buffet and many 
politically savvy celebrities. 

In one of  the most fascinating elec-
tions of  all time, Obama’s motto “Yes, we 
can” became “Yes, we did” on the night 
of  November 4th, 2008 when Obama 
became the first African American to be 
elected as President of  the United States 
of  America. Through the tears and the 
laughter I felt pride. Pride in Obama and 
pride is this nation. This is obviously a 
pivotal moment in American history for 
African Americans, but like many of  
the journeys we have taken, this journey 
would have ended abruptly had it not 
been for the faith, hope and unity that 
binds all of  us together as a nation. We 
have crossed bridges together before, 
singing hand in hand, and this election 
is proof  that we will continue to cross 
many more in unity. Let this be a sign 
to the rest of  the world that we are not 
a lost nation. We may be entering a new 
era, in which people will be judged on 
their merits, rather than the color of  

their skin. Barack Obama is Martin 
Luther King’s dream manifested. This is 
a pivotal moment for us all.

According to MSNBC the Obama/
Biden ticket won 52% of  the nation’s 
popular vote and 349 of  the 538 elec-
toral votes.  This would have been a 
tough race for any Republican to win 
when you consider the current state of  
the White House and John McCain cer-
tainly pulled his weight these last two 
years. While McCain is and will always be 
an american hero, the american people 
have spoken. With a man like Joe Biden 
by Barak Obama’s side the outcome of  

this race hardly comes as a shock. 
Together they crossed class, color, 
gender, ethnic, religious, and cul-
tural lines and still managed to 
turn red states into blue states. 
Obama ran a campaign that tore 
down the edges of  the card board 
box to reveal people, all wanting 
the same thing for our future, our 
families, and ourselves. While we 
may have different ideas of  how 
we can get there, one thing is 

evident: we will get there. Obama used a 
popular quote of  Abraham Lincoln’s in 
his speech saying, “We are not enemies, 
but friends…though passion may have 
strained it must not break out bonds of  
affection.” He went on to say, “To those 
Americans whose support I have yet  
to earn—I may not have won your 
vote, but I hear your voices, I need your 
help, and I will be your President too.” 
Maybe this will be the year that we get it  
right and we will finally l be “One 
nation…indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.”

Yes, We Did!
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In Response To You “Simply Stupid”
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continued from pg 1 cleared, they met with 
Red Cross to fill out forms and be sent 
into programs to help locate lost loved 
ones. At the end of  the day the SWAT 
team arrested the militant group and the 
drill was perceived as a success.

“It was great to volunteer and fun 
to be in that atmosphere and be in the 
hostage perspective,” says Kartchner. “It 
good to see all of  the other volunteers 
and I think it went well.”

Hostage Drill 
Takes Place at UB
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