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BioWizard releases new version of its 
Internet life sciences portal 
Philadelphia Business Journal - by John George  

BioWizard, a Philadelphia-based online information and communications portal designed for 
biomedical researchers, has launched a "new and improved" version of its free, Web-based 
portal.  

"With biomedical information increasing at an exponential pace, the scientific community is 
finding it difficult to efficiently conduct their research, stay abreast of the rapidly growing 
landscape and communicate with their colleagues," said Jeff Boily, chairman of BioWizard.  

"The new features offered in this version of our portal not only provide innovative tools for 
biomedical researchers to more easily search and share information but also to interact with other 
scientists around the globe by driving the content of our site."  

In BioWizard's version 2.0, portal users can search more than 16 million peer-reviewed articles, 
submit relevant and timely research articles and post them to the site. BioWizard users can vote 
on the significance of the research and discuss the literature. The new version also offers a listing 
of the top research papers by specific category as well as a comprehensive listing of the table of 
contents from the top scientific journals.  

In another unrelated effort, Select Greater Philadelphia, BioAdvance and the University City 
Keystone Innovation Zone earlier this month launched an online, searchable database, 
www.Look4Science.com, for the region's life science industry. The "Greater Philadelphia Life 
Sciences Guide" is designed to be the first comprehensive directory of resources located in the 
tri-state area that support the biomedical industry.  

The group is asking all life sciences businesses, state and industry organizations, industry service 
providers and investment and funding sources based in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, 



which support the biopharmaceutical and medical device sector, to visit the Web site and provide 
their listing information.  

New director  

Karen J. Hanson has taken over as executive director of BioStrategy Partners Inc. a virtual 
incubator for pre-seed and early-stage life sciences companies.  

She succeeds Dr. Carolyn D'Arville, the Elkins Park organization's founder, who has stepped 
aside to devote more time to helping the young companies in the organization's portfolio.  

Hanson first joined the organization's advisory board in 2005. She led the group's successful 
effort to obtain a Keystone Innovation Zone grant for the Bucks, Montgomery and Philadelphia 
611 corridor, and has served as head of the KIZ -- called BioLaunch 611 -- since it was formally 
established last summer.  

Hanson was previously a senior vice president at the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of 
Commerce, and prior to that, managing director of Greater Philadelphia First, the southeastern 
Pennsylvania business leadership organization that merged with the chamber in 2003.  

In her new post, she is responsible for the overall operations of BioStrategy Partners, including 
its KIZ unit.  

Lab notes  

Discovery Laboratories Inc. of Warrington appointed W. Thomas Amick, a longtime Johnson 
& Johnson executive, as chairman of its board of directors. He succeeds Herbert H. McDade Jr. 
who served as Discovery Labs' chairman for the past eight years. McDade will remain a director 
with the company ... ViroPharma Inc. of Exton completed the sale of $218 million in 
convertible senior notes. The company intends to use the net proceeds of the offering to fund 
general corporate purposes, including potential strategic investments or acquisitions of products, 
technologies or complementary businesses. ... Orthovita Inc. said it intends to periodically sell 
up to $100 million in stock and debt. The Malvern biomaterials company will use the proceeds 
for product development, to expand its sales force and for general purposes including the 
potential acquisitions of products and technologies.  
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